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In 2007, a magazine conducted a survey to determine the most esteemed
individual in Korea. The results revealed that King Sejong received the highest
percentage of votes at 28.2%, followed by Yi Sun-sin with 24.6%. King
Sejong and Yi Sun-shin are often considered the most revered figures in
Korea and frequently compete for the top two spots. However, King Sejong's
cultural contributions, including the creation of Han'gul, likely contributed to his
first-place ranking.

It is worth exploring who King Sejong is and how he earned the title of
"Great King" rather than simply being referred to as a king, like King Sonjo. In
Kwanghwamun Square, there are two statues on display. One at the front is
of Yi Sun-sin, an admiral of the Choson Dynasty, while the other one behind
is of King Sejong, as depicted in the accompanying image. King Sejong is
widely recognized for creating the Korean alphabet, Han'gul. A student and a
teacher are talking about this statue in this picture. "What is the book that
King Sejong is holding in his left hand?" The child inquires of the teacher.
Then, the teacher answers, it is “Haerye Part” of (Hunmin chongim). The
teacher goes on to explain that it is a text that explains the reasons for the
creation and usage of “hunmin chonglm’. Then, how is Han'gul different from
‘hunmin chongim”? From now one, let's examine the distinction between
Han'gul and “hunmin chongim”. Please take a close look at the statue of King
Sejong, especially his left hand and the book he is holding.

In this statue, King Sejong holds a book in his left hand, which is “Haerye
Part” of (Hunmin chongim). It provides insight into the reasons for the
creation of “hunmin chonglim” and instructions on its usage. It explains the
principles and sounds of ‘hunmin chongim”, and in essence, how it is
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composed. The word “hunmin chdngim” could be relatively unfamiliar, despite
the widespread knowledge of Han'gul. This is because King Sejong named the
script “hunmin chonglim” when it was first created. The term was chosen for
its meaning, "the right sound to teach the people.”

However, the name was changed to Han'gul in 1927, after Korea became a
colony of Japan. Prior to this, in 1926, the first Han'gul Day ceremony was
held. Yet, the term Han'gll is not used at that time, and the ceremony was
called “Kagya nal Festival”. So, the name Han'gll was first referred to as
‘hunmin chongim”, then as “Kagya nal Festival’, before finally becoming
Han'gul in 1927. So, today, everyone calls the Korean script as Han'gul not
‘hunmin chongim”. Therefore, it can be understood that “hunmin chongim” is
an older name for Han'gll. This book, “Haerye Part” of (Hunmin chongim) or
often called just (Hunmin chonglm) describes the reasons and principles
behind the creation of “hunmin chongim”.

The book explains why King Sejong created “hunmin chonglim”. It was
known that this book existed but it went missing for a time. When people
almost doubted about the existence of this book, it was eventually discovered
in 1940 and played a crucial role in the development of Han'gul research. The
book was also listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997, highlighting
its importance not only for Han'gul scholars but for scholars worldwide.
Through this book, we can also determine the exact date of the establishment
of Han'gll, which contributes to the significance of October 9th as Han'gul
Day.

Currently, UNESCO awards the King Sejong Prize to individuals who have
made significant contributions to the eradication of illiteracy and the elimination
of those unable to read. This award was established to commemorate King
Sejong's desire for all individuals to have access to written text. King Sejong
is considered to be one of the most beloved historical figures in Korea and
his image is prominently featured on the country's currency. There was no
objection to using King Sejong as a design for currency bills in Korea.

However, the issue arises when attempting to depict an accurate
representation of King Sejong, as there is no known exact depiction of his
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appearance. The image of King Sejong on the 10,000 won bill from 1973
portrays him as an older, serious individual, as the creator of Han'gll and
includes the national flower of Korea, “Mugunghwa’, on the side. However,
this depiction is a bit different from King Sejong's portrait in today's 10,000
won bill. The facial features and impression are a bit different to the depiction
on the 10,000 won bill in 1973, which has led to jokes that King Sejong
appears younger on the later bill. Additionally, “Mugunghwa’ also disappeared
in the current bill. King Sejong’s portraits hung in the memorial hall of King
Sejong also differ in appearance from the image on the 10,000 won bill.

You might think, "Why does King Sejong look so different?” This is due to
the lack of reliable historical records and authentic portraits of King Sejong, as
many were destroyed during the Imjin War. Although various portraits of King
Sejong have been painted, based on historical records and expert opinions,
their representation of his face and expression may differ due to the lack of
authentic, original portraits. However, one may consider the portrait in the King
Sejong Memorial Hall as a standard representation. The statue of King Sejong
in Yoju is depicted as a friendly figure, which aligns with the historical context
of King Sejong's image evolving over time. This is quite an interesting
example.

King Sejong was born in 1397 and, despite the traditional principle of
succession to the eldest son during the Choson Dynasty, due to his
exceptional learning and talent, he inherited the throne as the third son. He
invented “hunmin chdnglim”, or Han'gll, in 1443, but he also ordered the
invention of many other instruments and machines by young scholars. These
inventions have greatly impacted and improved daily life through the use of
advanced technology. Representative examples include “honch’onti (armillary
sphere),” “ch’ligugi (gauge to measure rainfall)”, and “chagydngnu (self-striking

”»

water clock).” Let's talk about those more in detail while seeing some

paintings.

There is this painting on the back of the current 10,000 won bill, or the bill
with the King Sejong’s portrait. You might wonder what it is, but this is
astronomical observation device used to

”
’

‘honch’onli - (armillary  sphere)
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measure time and teach astronomy, It is very different from the sophisticated
means of automatically tracking the movements of the stars we have today.
Nevertheless, the “honch’onli” was a sophisticated device for its time. You
can think of King Sejong as someone who possessed a truly scientific mind,
who was interested in astronomy and sought to accurately understand the
movements of the heavens.

This is “honch’on clock,”which used the “‘honch’onli” to measure time
using weights. This clock was a reasonable and useful device that allowed one
to see the movement of time and the sky simultaneously. It is the only
remaining astronomical clock among those made during the Choson Dynasty,
so | explained this. This is designated as National Treasure No. 230.

And this is “chagydngnu (self-striking water clock).” It is said that during
the era of Toghon Temdur in Yuan Dynasty, there was a automatic water clock.
“Chagyongnu” was invented by Chang Yong-sil, a notable inventor of the time,
in the record it said that Chang Yong-sil's water clock is further superior to
the Yuan one, to that extent, it was a sophisticated and accurate device. The
water clock is also considered a prototype for the current digital clock, striking
a bell and drum every two hours. This is considered an achievement in
technology. So, | would like to display a video to demonstrate the intricacy of
this device, however, due to copyright concerns, | have provided a reference
for understanding its functionality. If you are interested, please refer to it.

Lastly, King Sejong's contributions also include ‘ch’ligugi”, the rain gauge,
an instrument used to measure the amount of rainfall. The rain gauge was
first made during his reign and distributed nationwide. The rain gauge was
carefully designed to accurately measure the amount of rain And there is
‘ch’ligudea” at the bottom of it. This stone served as a support to elevate the
rain gauge to a specific height. As can be seen in the image, there is a
stone located beneath the gauge. The purpose of this is to prevent rainwater
from the ground from entering and affecting the accuracy of the
measurement. This illustrates the level of precision with which King Sejong
sought to measure the amount of rainfall. This rain gauge was distributed
throughout the country as a national standard measuring instrument. King
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Sejong's interest in the well-being of his people is evident in his efforts to
improve people’s daily lives.
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December 30, 1443, what could have happened on that date? It marks the
date of the sudden announcement of King Sejong's creation of Han'gul.
Contained in just three lines, like the underlined part, King Sejong announced
that he personally created Han'gll that changed the history of Korean letters,
called “hunmin chongim” Shall we take a closer look? This is the Korean
translation of the written proclamation in Chinese characters that informed the
creation of Han'gul. This alphabet King Sejong personally made was given
many names, one of which was "O0nmun.” It notes that in total, it has 28
Korean characters.

Although the letters were based on older ones, the idea of dividing initial,
middle, and final letter and combining them to make syllables was a very
innovative idea at the time, as it was entirely King Sejong's original idea. The
mystery surrounding how he came up with this idea continues to stimulate
imagination, as people still question how Han'gul was made. Without the
ability to ask King Sejong directly using a time machine, numerous narratives
surrounding this mystery will continue to be speculated.

The “Onhae” edition of {Hunmin chdnglim) is a Korean translation of
(Hunmin chdonglim), a commentary on the correct sound that teaches the
people. The “Onhae” edition translated the explanation of {Hunmin chdngim)
in Chinese characters into Korean so that anyone can read and understand it.
The contents are as follows: “Since the phonological system of Korean is
different from that of Chinese, the Chinese characters that describe both
Chinese and Korean cannot be used in communication. The traditional elite,
known as Yangban, were able to learn Chinese characters and express their
desires, but the majority of the population, who were illiterate, were often
disadvantaged and unable to express themselves in writing. This led to issues
such as ignorance of the law and harsher punishments for crimes committed
without knowledge. The intention behind the creation of Han'gll was rooted in

34 W ARl s A



2120l

KOREA UNIVERSITY

a desire to serve the needs of the people.

Today, the basic character set of Han'gul consists of 24 characters,
including 14 consonants and 10 vowels. The sound based on this basic
character, the application of converting 7" to the tensed ‘17, will be made.
Everyone who is interested in Han'gll has probably seen it at least once. This
course is not about learning letters, so you can just think, "24 characters are
basic right now.“ However, the “hunmin chongim’, which King Sejong created
to benefit the people widely and prevent them from being unfairly subject to
the law, originally consisted of 28 characters. It consisted of 17 consonants
and 11 vowels. This means there were four additional characters.

Those four characters on this slide are not in use currently. It may be
difficult to pronounce them as they are not currently in use. In any era or
culture, letters are constantly changing, producing, or disappearing. Therefore,
these four letters, “arae a (-)” “semi-dental sound (A)”, “old itg (&)", “yorin
hiit (8)” may be considered as Korean letters have been changed like any
other letters have. However, some scholars argue that if these four letters
had been used, it would have been possible to pronounce them more
abundantly, accurately, and diversely when translating other languages.
However, since these four letters have already disappeared, it is not possible
to reverse the process, so it is best to move on to other stories.

On February 20, 1444, a few months after the invention of Han'gll was
first announced, a scholar named Ch'oe Man-ri, who held the second-highest
academic rank of Hall for Men of Wisdom, made an appeal against the use of
Han'gll, which is also called ‘kapcha appeal.” In the Choson Dynasty, an
appeal was a means by officials could criticize a king's policy if they deemed
it unfair. Submitting an appeal to the king means that one opposes the king's
policy, or is requesting a revision.

Why was Ch'oe Man-ri against Han'gul, even though King Sejong personally
made and announced it? Why did he oppose King Sejong's great achievement?
He criticized it for being vulgar, mean, and useless. He argued that Chinese
characters were at a higher level of complexity and usefulness. In today's
terms, if Classical Chinese is max level, the highest level, then Han'gll is a
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newbie, a low-level script. Young people today use these kinds of words
often. He argued that there was no benefit to inventing Han'gll, as people
were already busy working and common people were already busy working,
and letters were only meant for the ruling class and aristocrats.

In response to these criticisms, King Sejong defended the use of Han'gll
and its distribution among the people. "I have devised a writing system that
reflects the sounds of our language. It is necessary for a writing system that
is suited to the sounds of this land. The dissemination of letters that can be
written as they sound to the common people will empower them to uphold
basic Confucian ethics and rights. There should be an easily readable script
that corresponds to the sounds so that anyone can access it,” he said,
silencing dissenting officials. Therefore, King Sejong believed that having more
knowledge and information with the eyes could prevent unjust harm caused by
ignorance, so he devised, developed, and invented a writing system that could
be used by all people, and that was Han'gul.

However, the purpose of King Sejong's aim to enlighten everyone was not
achieved overnight. As you read, there was high-rank official's strong
opposition. Despite opposition from officials, the dissemination of Han'gul
gradually spread through a significant event known as the creation of Han'gul.
While men in the ruling class continued to write in Chinese characters,
women and common people began to adopt and develop the Han'gul script
created by King Sejong to suit their needs.

An example of this can be seen in the "Half Korean Table," shown in the
slide here. This was a beginner's textbook for learning Han'gdl and was widely
used in village schools and households until the 20th century. The letters
marked red at the top are the Han'gll letters, begins with 7}, 7FL-Cf 1-L-
C. On top of 7}, an image of a dog utilizing the syllable 7t is depicted.

A dog (7H) with a vowel attached to 7t is illustrated, while the syllable Lt is
presented with an image of a butterfly (LHH]). Similarly, Tt is depicted with an
image of a chicken (%) to make learning the letters less tedious and easier to
remember. This is a basic textbook that utilized a simple yet effective method
for teaching Hangeul. And what you see on this slide is a letter from Mrs.
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An, a mother, to her son. It is a cultural heritage of Korea, expressing the
mother's worries for her son, who was mourning and looking after his father's
funeral ritual at his father's grave. It is a letter written by the mother herself,
written in Han'gdl,

dating back to the early 16th century. It is a valuable resource for the
study of Korean letters, as it is accurate in its date of writing, and the sender
and receiver are clearly identified. It is a valuable record that shows that
women, at least in the 16th century, wrote letters in Korean and were literate.
The font seen on this slide is very beautiful. This style was written in 1874
by court lady Yi, who was the best Han'gul calligrapher of the Choson
Dynasty. The term court lady refers to women waiting on the king and other
royalty in the palace and there were some court ladies who wrote in such
beautiful handwriting on behalf of the queen or princess.

This style is called “Kungch'e” or “Kungsoch'e” because it was a style used
in the palace. These court ladies were strictly selected and thoroughly
educated, and this developed court calligraphy style became a style that
conveyed soft, elegant and polite dignity, boasting outstanding visual beauty. It
curves in such a way as to give a soft feeling, you might think of it as if it
was written in a flowing style and developed by women in the palace. Now
you can think of it as a well-developed style that would have been good
enough to have applied for a patent.

Then, in 1775, a man named Yi Tok-mu expressed concern that women
were becoming too engrossed in reading Han'gll novels and neglecting their
household responsibilities. He believed that the novels were filled with
jealousy and obscenity. This concern reveals that at the time, the male ruling
class viewed Han'gll novels with suspicion. However, it can be inferred that
women were the primary consumers of novels written in Han'gul.

In order to access these novels, people would have to visit a place called
“‘Sech’aekka”, which was a book rental store. At the time, printing technology
was not as advanced as it is today, so it was not possible for individuals to
own a book. Instead, professional scribes would copy the original work and
sell it. As seen in the image on the slide, some scribes even apologized for
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their poor handwriting. Additionally, readers would leave comments on the
borrowed books. Comments such as "book rental is too expensive’ or "it's bad
to hang up like this" can be seen in this commentary culture.

It is said that some women even lost their entire family fortune in order to
borrow books, But it is difficult to determine whether this is a factual account
or if it is a mixture of exaggeration. The picture is Yun Tok-hti's "The Woman
Who Reads a Book," which depicts a woman deeply immersed in reading. It is
believed to be from the 1700s. During the pre-modern Choson Dynasty, it is
known that women did not have much leisure time as they were responsible
for housework, but they still found time to enjoy reading.

As seen in the painting, women were busy with their family affairs and
responsibilities that men did not do, and they still found time to read in their
spare moments, some women even wrote books. However, during the Choson
Dynasty, there was a lot of criticism of women's writing, so they often did
not release their names. What | want to convey is that King Sejong did not
want any of his people to suffer from unfairness. The biggest beneficiaries of
this new writing system were women, who were able to access more
knowledge and information. It is clear that the style of ‘Kungch'e”, these
books, and Han'gul novels were developed by women. | hope you will
remember this, and | will conclude this session.

38 @ GARRASl st @A)



1gCH%tul

KOREA UNIVERSITY

SRIAl IS B2 SAAN

What are some historical novels that pertain to King Sejong? The first
historical novel about King Sejong I'd like to introduce is {King Sejong the
Great), as the title suggests. It was serialized in a newspaper from March 1,
1969 to February 11, 1977 and is considered the longest serial novel in the
history of newspaper serialization. The author's intention behind writing this
novel was to depict a true image of King Sejong the Great. The novel praises
his achievements of both human and superhuman leadership over a period of
32 years,

in politics, economy, diplomacy, culture, and more. The novel covers a vast
historical period, including the time before King Sejong's birth, which made
some readers lose interest before reaching the parts about King Sejong
himself. As a result, the newspaper series was concluded after nine years and
the author, Pak Chong—hwa, published a 12-volume book titled {King Sejong
the Great) in 1997. If you are interested in only reading about King Sejong,
you can start with volume 11 of the book.

From the volume 11, the story of King Sejong unfolds in earnest from the
story of creating Han'gul. "King Sejongs This was published as an English
book by Lachwood Publishing Company in New York called {King Sejong,
focusing on volumes 11 and 12. An Chong-hyo, one of the famous Korean
novelists, translated this book into English. If you look at the table of
contents, it is almost the same as the Korean book. An Chong-hyo is also
famous for his novel {White Badge) which deals with the Vietnam War.

This novel is also translated by the author himself and published in the
United States. It is not easy to find this book now, but if you can, it will be
helpful in understanding what is related to King Sejong. The next book is the
novel {The Novel: Hunmin chongtm) written by Yi Ch’an-u in 1997.

Unlike Pak Chong-hwa's novel, this book is titled (The Novel: Hunmin
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chonglim) King Sejong was born as the third son, and according to custom,
the first son had to succeed to the throne, but the third son, King Sejong,
succeeded to the throne. The novel also deals with the stories of great
talents who helped King Sejong as an important part. It mainly deals with the
creation process of “hunmin chonglim,” so you can think of it as a novel
made after King Sejong's biography.

Next, we have Yi Chong—-myong's {Deep Rooted Tree) from 2006. The
advertiement copy in pictures 1 and 2 is noteworthy. They are a bit different.
In the first edition, "The secret code of 'King Sejong hidden in Han'glll" is
emphasized. However, as the novel became more popular and was made into
a TV drama, the cover of the book was changed with copy of “the original
novel of the masterpiece drama,” “Who killed the king's scholars?” to highlight
murder cases and criminal reasoning. So, with such advertisement, the novel
can be imagined as a book that contains mysterious and detective elements.
This novel was popular and became even more so as it was adapted into a
drama.

| recommend this book as a representative historical novel related to King
Sejong. Another novel to mention is Kim Chae-hli's novel, which also
surrounds the secret of the creation of Han'gul. The crime and investigation of
the murder case increases the tension of the novel. This novel also explores
the mystery surrounding the creation of Han'gul. As there is no concrete
explanation other than "Han'gll was suddenly created by King Sejong himself
one day,” many people are curious about the origins of the Korean alphabet,
which remains an unresolved mystery. This novel presents the origin of
Han'gll as “Karimt'o” script.

There are claims that the "Karimt'o" script existed before the Joseon
Dynasty and was used in ancient times. The old script of Japanese, which is
no longer readable by the Japanese, also has a similar character shape to
Han'gtl. This idea is used as a basis for a novel which explores the origins of
hunmin chonglim. So when | read this, you can question, "Huh? to that extent
of ancient times? Can we trace the origin of hunmin chdngiim?" This novel
can be thought of as one that stimulates the reader's imagination.
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The next novel, {The Secret of hunmin chdnglm) by Kim Ta-Un, centers
on King Munjong, the son of King Sejong and the next king. Unfortunately, he
had to divorce his wife twice. One of the characters in the novel is Crown
Princess Pong, who also appears the subtitle of the novel. The novel explores
the story of a powerful force that is trying to prevent the spread of hunmin
chongim and the story of Crown Princess Pong, who was exiled from the
palace. This Crown Princess Pong is a very interesting character, as she was
gay. It may be difficult to say that she was a gay but she had a history of
participating in homosexual gatherings, which was one of the reasons for her
deposal.

This novel is particularly interesting in the way it explores the creation of
Han'gll and the role of the Crown Princess Pong in its formation. Next, Han
So—jin's work raises the question of whether King Sejong created the Korean
alphabet on his own. It is such a compelling question. The novel says that it
was not made by King Sejong alone. It suggests that his children, particularly
his daughter Princess Chongti, played a crucial role in helping him complete
the sound system of Han'gll. In that sense, this novel presents a
women-—centered historical narrative.

King Sejong had eight sons and two daughters, Princess Chongli was the
second eldest daughter. She stood out for her intelligence and played an
important role in the creation of Han'gtl. Han So-jin's {Princess Chongui)
highlights the role of the daughter and the woman in the creation of Han'gul.

Lastly, I'd like to introduce a historical novel from North Korea, which is
{(Hunmin chongtim) by Pak Ch'un-mydng, published in 2001. And later in
2006, it was also published in South Korea by purchasing the copyright from
North Korea. The novel is based on the idea that Han'gul was created based
on a native script that existed since ancient times. It is quite a similar setting
with the earlier novel claiming the origin of Han'gll is the “Karimt'o™ script.
However, the novel imagines that the people created letters to suit their own
sounds, emphasizing a people—centered approach. Because North Korea
ostensibly emphasizes the people as the center of the state, such historical
view is well manifested in this novel. This novel also claims that there was a
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written script made by the people and subsequently converted into Han'gul
later.

It is worth noting that Pak Ch’un-mydng said "Our nation's excellent writing
system, which can be highly boasted of to the world, was completed in the
16th century thanks to the talent and creative efforts of the wise people” In
contrast to South Korea, North Korea does not regard King Sejong as a hero
as much. This is likely because the king represents the ideology of the feudal
ruling class. However, it is noteworthy that Pak Ch’un-myodng's <Hunmin
chongim) was released in 2001, during a period in which North Korea
unusually praised King Sejong as a person who contributed to the
development of scientific civilization.
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Among the historical novels surrounding King Sejong's creation of Han’gul,
Yi Chong—-myong's {Deep Rooted Tree) is a notable representative work. It
was published in 2006. The title {Deep Rooted Tree) is not arbitrary, but
rather a reference to a verse from the epic poem that chronicles the history
of the royal family to expedite the spread of Han'gul, after its creation. The
first dynastic epic written in Han'gul is called "Yongbi dch’'dn'ga (Song of the
Dragons Flying to Heaven)’, as you can see in this slide.

| have presented Chapters 1 and 2 of this epic. Chapter 1 refers to the six
kings preceding King Sejong in the Choson Dynasty, while chapter 2
symbolizes the deep roots of the dynasty, which allows it to weather any
storms and produce abundant flowers and fruits. The epic is based on this
idea that ordinary people can live comfortably and abundantly. Here, the author
borrowed the concept of the 'deep-rooted tree” from Chapter 2 and used it
as the title of the novel. If you look at this slide, you can see that SBS
produced a TV drama series with the same name, '‘Deep Rooted Tree".

There were 24 main episodes an additional special trilogy, so 27 episodes
in total. The drama was highly popular, achieving a maximum viewer rating of
20%. With the success of the drama, the book sales also increased. This is a
good example of the positive cycle of a novel-drama—-novel adaptation.
Furthermore, the drama itself was well-produced.Let's take a look at the
trailer.

If you watch this trailer video, you can see that the people already knew
and used Han'gll. The 'deep-rooted tree" represents not only Han'gll itself,
but also the power of its propagation among the people. The drama used a
more dramatic and suspenseful approach than the original novel. Despite the
male—centered ruling class’ attempts to suppress the Han'gul created by King
Sejong, the novel illustrates how it has firmly rooted and grown among the
people. Here, | quoted the words of the drama scriptwriter. And you can see
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this part, mentioning {The Da Vinci Code) marked in red, You can see that
(The Da Vinci Code) influenced "Deep Rooted Tree" as much as Umberto
Eco's {(The Name of the Rose). So, what similarities can we observe?

On this slide, the cover of the book {Deep Rooted Tree) is placed side by
side with the cover of the book (The Da Vinci Code). A passage from a
newspaper that introduces {Deep Rooted Tree) stands out.‘lt can be said to
be (The Da Vinci Code) of Korea. It is not only thrilling and suspenseful, but
also features intricate plot twists and serial murder investigations. The political
code of the palace layout and the principle of the creation of Han'gul, which
were previously not well known, are revealed in an amazing way," the book
was introduced as such. The term “(The Da Vinci Code) of Korea” is catchy.

Let's take a look at other introductions. "It is a historical mystery that deals
with the creation of Han'gul." Then one can imagine “This {Deep Rooted Tree)
has a mysterious setting, And it is similar to {The Da Vinci Code).” {The Da
Vinci Code) was very popular at the time of its publication. However, it is not
as famous now, so it may be difficult to understand its level of popularity. If
you haven't read it yet, | recommend (The Da Vinci Code) and am sure it
would not waste your time.

The novel aims to publicize the true meaning of Jesus, who practiced the
work of God through the humble existence of Mary Magdalene. This is why
the legend of the Holy Grail appears. The presence of Mary Magdalene
intrigues the readers with a story which deciphers her existence. Therefore,
due to the novel's premise that she was the wife of Jesus, and the Roman
Catholic Church opposed the distribution and sale of {The Da Vinci Code). This
is how controversial it is. However, the author, Dan Brown, said "This is not
all fiction. It's true" and deepened the controversy. If he had said it was
fiction, it would have caused less controversy and the Catholic Church would
not have opposed it as much. Regarding this, Umberto Echo, the author of
(The Name of the Rose) called Dan Brown stupid.

Then what are the similarities between two works? In this slide, the
similarities between {(Deep Rooted Tree) and (The Da Vinci Code) can be
seen. The plot of both novels begins with the death of a person and a
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detective-like character appearing to uncover the reason behind the death. In
{Deep Rooted Tree), the main character, Ch'ae—yun is such a character. He
holds a low position in the palace but works alone to uncover the truth
behind a murder case involving a criminal group. The plot also includes a
court lady named So-i who possesses knowledge about the secret of the
creation of Han'gul. this mysterious woman and obscure woman appears who
is unable to speak, and adds to the mystery surrounding the creation of
Han'gll and maintaining tension throughout the novel.

Here, the presence of a secret association organization is another common
feature between (The Da Vinci Code) and {(Deep Rooted Tree). In (The Da
Vinci Code), Dan Brown writes about a group called Zion, a secret European
organization in a secret society, which he claims is a real organization. In
1975, a parchment document was discovered, known as a secret document,
which included the names of members of these Zion congregation from lIsaac
Newton to Hugo. Dan Brown claims that there was a list of names of this
Zion congregation and the Zion group was actually a secret association and
also held a secret religious ceremony.

He maintains that it is not fiction. The “Peony Clock” in {Deep Rooted
Tree) can be thought of as a parallel to Dan Brown's secret association in
(The Da Vinci Code) In {Deep Rooted Tree), there is also a criminal group
trying to kill a member of the secret association, and this is how the book
unfolds. In this slide, you can see the clues. Additionally, the clue to the
novel is Han'gul. The novel is set up to provide clues with consonants and
vowels, so that one has to combine these symbols to complete the sentence
and open the way to the truth.

On the other hand, (The Da Vinci Code) provides clues in numbers.
Whether it's a number or text, it falls on the main character to solve the
mysterious code, which continually presents obstacles. Because when a book
tries to be interesting, it can be seen as a rule that opposing forces, which
constantly interfere to heighten dramatic tension, keep appearing. This is rule
of the game. For example, when King Sejong announced the creation of
Han'gll, even his closest officials were surprised and asked, "What's going
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on?"

This created a condition where secrets could be formed. In historical
novels, it is referred to as a blank spot or dark area, where imagination can
be utilized. At this point, readers are able to engage with the story using their
own imagination. In this context, {Deep-rooted Tree) has skillfully incorporated
elements of crime, mystery, riddles, and intrigue. making the events
surrounding the invention of Han'gll more dramatic and interesting. And it
raises the question that the author wanted to address, "Are concepts that we
consider as orthodox and heretical really so clearly defined and completely
fixed?" What we call heresy may eventually become orthodox,

just as what we consider orthodox today. {Deep Rooted Tree) poses a
philosophical and contemplative inquiry into the boundary At the time, the
male aristocrats, the ruling class, viewed Han'gll and knowledge about Han'gul
as 'useless’. Thats why the knowledge written in Hangeul was also
considered humble and of low status. So, they sought to eliminate it.
However, King Sejong posited that it is natural to have a writing system that
aligns with the sounds of the language from its own root. {Deep Rooted Tree)
challenge such male aristocrats’ belief on orthodox knowledge. This represents
a spirit of challenge, and can be seen as a metaphor for Han'gll itself.

The author states that it is about the opening of the new era against
established power of the old era, a battle between the old and the new, a
battle between the old and the new, and questioning the texts and knowledge
imposed by the bigger country, rather than blindly accepting them. And we
should open a new era through texts that reveal the thoughts, feelings, and
perspectives of our people.

It is worth examining Umberto Echo's “The Name of the Rose,” as it
presents a similar concept. In the picture on the screen, you can see the
book, Aristotle’s {Poetics). Historically, {Poetics) was believed to consist of
two parts: one part being tragedy and the other being comedy. However,
currently only tragedy remains. Umberto Echo utilized his imagination in writing
(The Name of the Rose) to include the missing element of comedy. As
previously stated, this is an imaginative exploration of “the dark area” or the
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unknown or incomplete aspect. The novel is set in the 14th century and
centers around homicides occurring in monasteries. The novel revolves around
a book which contained a theory of comedy which was forbidden by the
abbot, and it is revealed that the cause of death was that people were so
curious about the theory that they kept trying to read the book only to find
that it was coated with poison. The setting of the novel is unique in that it
involves solving a mystery where those who read the book die.

The focus of (The Name of the Rose) and that of {Deep Rooted Tree),
which centers on solving the secrets of Han'gul, and how the comedy part
was forbidden in (The Name of the Rose) There are similarities in the form
and structure of the novels also with (The Da Vinci Code). in its use of
fictional imagination to uncover secrets that are not known in history Can you
see the commonalities among these three novels? In this session, we
examined the fictional imagination of the unknown or “dark’ aspects in the

historical novels.
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King Sejong is widely recognized as a renowned king who greatly advanced
the cultural level of Korea, and as such, there is still a strong movement to
emulate his leadership. In this survey, we found that 41.7% of respondents
identified knowledge creation and management, such as the creation of
Han'gul, as the first advantage they wish to learn from King Sejong. This may
be attributed to his achievement in creating the first independent writing
system, Han'gul. The second highest response, at 38.9%, was for his merit
based personnel management strategy.

King Sejong was one of the early kings of the Choson Dynasty, which
succeeded the Koryd Dynasty. He devoted himself to stabilizing the country
during a time of significant change, even shortening his sleep for other
activities. This survey reflects a desire to continue King Sejong's spirit of
knowledge creation and management in the 21st century. As a result, King
Sejong's achievements are often compared to those of leaders from other
regions and cultures, such as comparing King Sejong with Augustus and the
Kangxi Emperor in China or with Abraham Lincoln in the United States. Such
comparative leadership studies between King Sejong and others are sometimes
the subject of conferences.

For example, Caesar Augustus, the first roman emperor, is known for
establishing the peaceful period known as Pax Romana, expanding the Roman
Empire's territory, protecting allies, and improving the tax system, If there is a
basis for comparison, it is easy to imagine that King Sejong would have made
similar achievements. Let's look at this in a bit more detail in the next slide.
There is an editorial that suggests King Sejong can be compared to Steve
Jobs.

Firstly, ‘I require competent bureaucrats and staff, as | do not need those
who are incompetent.” Secondly, "Creating an environment conducive to
creative thinking is necessary, as the efficiency of work will not improve with
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mere daily attendance.” Thirdly, "We prioritize problem-solving by placing
emphasis on practical knowledge, leading to many discussions. | do not
require employees who remain silent and do not express their opinions.” As
such, King Sejong has been compared to several notable historical figures,
including Steve Jobs and Augustus, due to his numerous achievements. due
to his numerous achievements. Let's take a look into his achievements a bit
more in detail.

First, it is noted in official records that King Sejong was highly intelligent
and studious, and that he was able to break through the traditional principle of
eldest son succeeding to the throne. And when Sejong finally fulfilled his role
as king here and passed away, he was evaluated as the Emperor Yao and
Emperor Shun of Han, an ideal king of East Asia, in “Haedong (Chosdn)” After
his death, there was an officer who recorded all the king's activities in detail.
This individual was responsible for this task, and as such, the king had no
control over it. Even kings were unable to express dissatisfaction and request
for the removal of any recorded information.

However, if you look at what this official wrote, King Sejong is referred to
as the ruler of Haedong, which was a name for Asia at the time. The
Emperor Yao and Emperor Shun of “Haedong (Choson)” refer to an ideal king
who ruled the country with virtue. So, what shall we say? You can think of
"Emperor Yao and Emperor Shun® as a kind of pronoun for ideal kings. So,
right after his death, King Sejong was already considered an outstanding king.
Then, why was King Sejong referred to as the 'Emperor Yao and Emperor
Shun® Haedong?

Firstly, he implemented a change of mindset and even granted maternity
leave to slaves. Even now, women bear a significant burden during childbirth
and childcare. Even during the Chosdon Dynasty, when women were treated
unfairly, King Sejong's virtue-based rule aimed to save, rather than harm,
people. He personally demonstrated that effective governance can only be
achieved through empathy and understanding for all individuals, regardless of
their class or property. In the strict status system of the Choson Dynasty,
slaves were viewed as property that could be bought and sold. Yet, King
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Sejong granted slaves 100 days of maternity leave. I'm still truly amazed at
what a paradigm shift this is. This is evidence of excellent leadership that
demonstrated, beyond all social status, that everyone has the right to take
care of their own body.

Secondly, King Sejong conducted a survey of 180,000 ordinary people in
order to reform the tax system, which would be even difficult today. Not to
cause undue hardship for farmers and other citizens, King Sejong tried to find
the best way. However, he recognized that such sudden reform would
inevitably cause some pain. Tax reform is a sensitive issue, both in the past
and present. So, King Sejong conducted a survey of 180,000 ordinary people,
asking people "How about this?" "Would it be good to do this?" "Should |
reform the tax system?" This was a massive undertaking, especially
considering that at the time, there were no online or internet resources. At
the time, it was really a public opinion survey conducted on foot. So, when
conducting this survey, the approval rate was slightly higher. However, there
was also a disapproval rate of 42.9%.

If the approval was very overwhelmingly high, King Sejong would have
implemented the policy right away, but since it was just a little higher than
the opposition, King Sejong put it on hold for a while and chose to first
implement the policy in areas where it was approved and gradually roll it out.
This approach, which involves testing the policy in a pilot area before creating
a law, which eventually took 14 years, is worthy of emulation. However, this
approach may be more challenging to implement in modern times, given that
the President changes every five years and political cycles change according to
elections. You might think that this was possible because a king ruled for
decades in the Choson Dynasty. But King Sejong's agreement process at the
time bears resemblance to modern democratic politics.

The third policy implemented by King Sejong was the alteration of societal
attitudes towards talent recruitment, disregarding societal status. The principle
of recruiting talented individuals without bias, as demonstrated by King Sejong,
remains relevant and worthy of emulation today. Regardless of an individual's
family and academic background, or the institution from which they graduated,
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the traditional practice of valuing external relationships over individual abilities
persisted. King Sejong, however, implemented a policy of hiring talented
individuals without such biases. So, what can be said? Many individuals who
were not traditionally considered as talents at the time, and faced opposition
from the aristocrats, were appointed by King Sejong. Even the children of
shamans or slaves, if they possessed talent and ability, were given official
positions and allowed to showcase their abilities. The Chiphyonjon (Hall for
Men of Wisdom), was a place where these great scholars, including young
scholars, gathered to discuss and exchange ideas.

Through the left image on the screen, you may infer that this is an
representation of Chiphyonjon during that time period. Chiphyonjon was a
national research institution that nurtures and cultivates scholars and
researchers essential for governance. During King Sejong's reign, those who
were appointed as scholars in Chiphyonjon were not transferred to other
government positions, but rather were allowed to continue working and
advancing in their roles. This institution functioned as a national research
institute. King Sejong made efforts to create an optimal environment for
scholarly study, by purchasing and printing books from China and other
resources to support the scholars' studies. King Sejong even provided scholars
with the opportunity to take a research year for a certain period of time. This
allowed them to focus on their studies and reading without the constraints of
daily work.

As a result, the young scholars in Chiphyonjon developed their academic
capabilities and played a significant role as government officials even after
King Sejong's passing. In the 21st century, the spirit of Chiphydnjon is being
continued through the Digital Chiphyonjon Project, which utilizes the
enthusiasm for learning and the spirit of serving the people. These projects
are still ongoing. Lastly, King Sejong's leadership is characterized by a focus
on observation, communication, horizontal leadership, and open leadership.
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King Sejong has been widely depicted in various forms of media, including
historical novels. One such example is the 1978 film, <King Sejong the Great)
which was not successful at the box office. In this image, King Sejong is
depicted sitting solemnly. In 1964, the first Korean film about King Sejong was
produced. The poster depicted is from the 1978 film (King Sejong the Great),
which aimed to highlight the reformative nature of his reign. Despite a
significant production cost of 250 million won, the film was not financially
successful at the box office.

Due to its educational nature rather than being entertaining, people may
have thought “Although it is educational, we are already well aware of King
Sejong...” As such, the portrayal of King Sejong as a serious figure in the
film may have resulted in a lack of popularity. In 2008, a total of 86 episodes
of the epic TV drama (The Great King Sejong) were produced. Despite the
ambitious nature of the project, the viewing rates of the drama were lower
than expected. The underwhelming performance of the drama is believed to
have been a result of a lack of imagination and fiction in its portrayal of the
historical figure, King Sejong. The task of accurately depicting such a
respected figure without incurring significant opposition from the viewers was
not an easy one. In order to avoid any negative reactions, the character of
King Sejong was depicted in a positive and admirable light. As a result, the
drama ultimately did not achieve the level of success that its predecessor had.
However, it is important to note that the core of this drama was the portrayal
of King Sejong's compassion for his people, who he believed to be the
equivalent of heaven, earth, and the universe.

The next film under consideration is {The Divine Weapon), released in
2008. This film depicts the creation of a long-range rocket shell by King
Sejong. In this film, fiction is employed in a deliberate manner. The movie
explores the idea that great achievements are not recorded in history and
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seeks to explain why through the use of fiction and imagination. The story is
centered around the efforts of many individuals, including King Sejong, who
worked towards the development of this rocket shell. To gain a better
understanding of the film, | would like to direct your attention to the trailer of
the film.

In this trailer, you can see the emphasis on the role of 'nameless’
individuals in the creation of the rocket. Additionally, it is worth noting that
this movie is just one of several that deal with the subject of the creation of
Han'gul, such as <{| Am the King) that continue to be produced. In addition to
the aforementioned works, there are many other productions that center
around the mystery surrounding the creation of Han'gll by King Sejong.
Another popular subject is the death of King Sejong, with some works
depicting the power struggles that ensued after his death.

Traditionally, the succession of the throne in Chosdn was passed on to the
eldest son of the king. However, King Sejong was an exceptional individual
who ultimately succeeded in ascending the throne despite not being the
first-born son. His first son, King Munjong, was passed over for the throne,
but King Sejong had other sons in addition to Munjong. As a result, when
King Munjong ascended the throne, his second and third sons were not
eligible for the throne. The principle of succession was passed on to the
first-born son. However, unfortunately, King Munjong died at the age of 37,
as you can see on this slide. Then, King Tanjong, the eldest son of King
Munjong, should have succeeded to the throne, but the issue was that he
was too young, only 12 years old at the time. King Tanjong who was only 12
years old when he ascended the throne. And as you can see here, there was
King Sejong’'s second son, who later became King Sejo.

This second son was a driving force behind King Tanjong's removal from
power and he became the king. During this time, many officials who had
assisted King Sejong in creating Han'gll, including the scholars of Chiphyonjon,
were killed by King Sejo as they supported King Tanjong. This was a tragic
event. These scholars of Chiphyonjon are sometimes referred to as Six
Martyred Ministers, as they persisted on their loyalty to the previous kings,
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including King Tangjong, King Sejong, and King Munjong. That's why they are
called “martyred ministers.” The bloodshed power struggles that ensued after
King Sejong's death, leading to the succession of the throne from
Sejong—Munjong-Tanjong-Sejo is a popular subject for historical novels. King
Sejong ruled the country well, but after his death, a "Game of Thrones" style
power struggle ensued.

Sejo ousted his young nephew, Tanjong, from the throne and ultimately
executed him, by ordering him to drink the poison. This action of seizing the
throne by Sejo can be viewed in two ways. The first perspective is that it
was a symbol of Sejo's desire for power, as he became king by taking
advantage of his younger nephew's weak position. The alternative view is that
it was deemed too unstable for a young king to rule, and therefore, it was
necessary for Sejo to assume control and ultimately, it was a decision made
for the benefit of the country. A famous historical novelist, Yi Kwang-su,
wrote a novel from the perspective of King Tanjong, criticizing Sejo's
usurpation. It was written in 1929.

On the other hand, there is a work called (Tae Suyang) by Kim Tong-in,
which presents a defense of Sejo, written as a counter to Yi Kwang-su's
(Tanjong aesa). Here, “Suyang” is Sejo’s prince name. These two works
present opposite perspectives, with Kim Tong-in defending Sejo against Yi
Kwang-su's defense of Tanjong. Kim Dong-in interpreted the events from
Sejo's perspective in his work (Tae Suyang). Two photos are presented on the
screen, representing the opposing perspectives.

One is (Tanjong aesay and the other is {Suyang taegun). At the time of its
release, the (Tanjong aesa) was highly popular among readers. However, Kim
Tong-in's work, which presented an opposing view, did not enjoy the same
level of popularity. As previously mentioned, two historical novels have been
created from opposing perspectives. Likewise, there are films made from such
contrasting perspectives.

Both deal with the topic of Sejo's seizure of the throne. The left one is
(Tanjong aesay and the right one is {The Face Reader). In Korea, the practice
of physiognomy holds significant importance.lt is considered a form of
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astrology that allows one to determine an individual's potential to become a
king or a traitor by analyzing their facial features. The practice of physiognomy
has gained significance in Korea, as it is believed that a person's overall life
are reflected in their facial features. This belief makes logical sense, as it is
natural for one's experiences, knowledge, and life to be reflected in their
appearance.

Recently, there was a smart—phone application available in Korea where
users can upload a selfie and be categorized as a king, merchant, aristocrats,
or low class, based on their facial features. | have personally tried this feature
multiple times, and each time the result varied, once | was categorized as a
merchant, later as a low class, leading me to conclude that the accuracy of
the classification is questionable. | guess this app is still available. In the
movie (The Face Reader), Sejo is told by a physiognomist that he is destined
to be king, and he is forced to take the throne. The physiognomist was so
frightened that he could not tell him that “you won’t be king" in the movie. In
(The Face Reader), Sejo is depicted as a king who was created by himself,
rather than one who was born into the role. | would also recommend the
2013 film (The Face Reader), which poses questions about the fact that a
king created by force is still a king. You'll understand how Sejo's seized the
throne from his young nephew Tanjong in the film. So far, we've talked about
the power struggles that took place after King Sejong's death.
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