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Hello. | am Kim Yujoo, a research professor at the Korean Language and
Culture Academic Dissemination Institute. In this session, we will explore the
situation during the reigns of King Yeongjo and King Jeongjo and the history
of Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung Palaces. Changdeokgung and
Changgyeonggung Palaces were the centers of the late Joseon Dynasty. By
examining the history of Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung Palaces and
the events that took place there, we can better understand both the Joseon
Dynasty and modern—day Korea.

Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung Palaces are both located in
present—day Jongno—gu, Seoul. A map of the overall complex shows that the
two palaces are adjacent to each other, with their walls facing one another.
Because of this, the two palaces and the rear garden, also known as Biwon,
are collectively referred to as 'Donggwol,” meaning the eastern palaces.

There were a total of five palaces in Hanyang, the capital of the Joseon
Dynasty, with Gyeongbokgung being the most central palace. The next largest
palace is Changdeokgung. However, the Japanese invasion of Joseon, known
as the ‘Imjin War’, in the late 16th century caused significant damage to
Hanyang. 'Imjin’ refers to the name of the year, meaning 1592 in this case.
'Wae' refers to Japan at that time, while ran' means ‘war’. The Imjin War,
along with the Byeongja Horan (Manchu Invasion), are together considered two
of the major incidents, or 'Yangran', of the mid-Joseon period. Byeongja in
Byeongja Horan refers to the year 1636, 'ho means the Qing Dynasty, and
ran’ means war. Both wars caused great damage to Joseon, but this was
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especially true of the Imjin War, in which Gyeongbokgung, Changgyeonggung,
and Changdeokgung were all heavily damaged by fire. In response, Joseon
restored Changdeokgung, rather than Gyeongbokgung, and later restored
Changgyeonggung. Gyeongbokgung was not rebuilt until 1867, the fourth year
of King Gojong, so the history of Joseon from the 1600s to the mid-1800s
was dominated by the ‘Donggwol .

Yeongjo, the 21st king of Joseon who ruled from 1724 to 1776, and
Jeongjo, the 22nd king of Joseon who ruled from 1776 to 1800, achieved
political stability and thereby greatly developed Joseon culture. Yeongjo and
Jeongjo implemented a merit-based appointment system called the
‘Tangpyeong Policy' in order to maintain the balance of political forces and lead
a stable nation. In the late Joseon period, the power of political groups called
bungdang’ grew, and conflicts with other parties intensified, causing serious
harm. The highest institution of the Joseon administration was the 'Uijeongbu.
The highest positions were the three ministerial posts called 'Yeonguijeong,
Jwauijeong, Uuijeong, collectively known as 'Samjeongseung.” When appointing
people to these positions, the Tangpyeong Policy' involved placing the person
from ‘Party A" in the Yeonguijeong position and the person from ‘Party B in
the Jwauijeong position, so that one party would not dominate, creating a
system of mutual restraint. It also appointed people who spoke more about
harmony rather than those who showed strong partisanship. Although is
difficult to see this as a personnel appointment system based on the
individual abilities of the officials, it was an appropriate method at a time
when conflicts were intensifying due to the divisions of factionalism, and as a
result, the trend at the time showed that political conflicts in Joseon were
easing. Today in Korea, when politicians are appointed to any position, the
practice of appointing people from different parties is called Tangpyeong
Personnel,” which originated from this policy.

Jeongjo also established the ‘Kyujanggak' to appoint talented individuals.
'Kyujanggak' is also the name of a building in the rear garden of
Changdeokgung Palace. The term ‘Kyujang’ in ‘Kyujanggak refers to the
writings and documents written by the king, and it serves as a royal library
where these documents are collected. In 1776, the year he ascended to the
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throne, King Jeongjo established Kyujanggak and used it as an institution for
researching Hanmun and policy. Additionally, Jeongjo gathered capable people
in Kyujanggak regardless of their party affiliation or social status, and in this
process, he took groundbreaking measures for the time, such as appointing
‘Jungin™ and 'Seo-ol'. Jungin refers to people of intermediate status between
the yangban (nobility) and the common people, who were mainly engaged in
technical or bureaucratic occupations. Seo-ol is a term that refers to the
children of the yangban who were born to concubines rather than to the legal
wives of the yangban. Although their fathers were yangban, these children
could not receive proper treatment because their mothers had low social
status or were not lawfully wedded.

Hong Gildong, the protagonist of a classic Korean novel, {The Story of Hong
Gildong), is an example of a Seo-ol. Hong Gildong's father was a yangban,
but his mother was of slave origin. Consequently, Hong Gildong’s status
meant that he ‘cannot call his father 'father and cannot call his brother
brother.” Seo-ol, like Hong Gildong, were not only discriminated against at
home, but they were also not allowed to take the Kwago, the examination
required to become a government official, even if they had the ability. King
Jeongjo gathered capable jungin and seo-ol at Kyujunggak, embraced advanced
science from China and the West, and not only fostered scholarship but also
utilized it as a driving force for his reform policies. In order to make
Kyunjunggak a politically independent space, Jeongjo prevented high-ranking
officials from entering and fully supported the ministers of Kyujanggak so they
could focus solely on their studies. In the 1700s, there were also various tax
reforms, which led to the revival of commerce and the rise of Hanyang as a

commercial city.

Now, let's look at the history of Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung, the
centers of these events. Taejo, the founder of Joseon, established Hanyang as
the capital and built Gyeongbokgung Palace. However, his son and the second
king of Joseon, Jeongjong, intended to move the capital to Gaegyeong.
Gaegyeong was the capital of the former dynasty of Joseon, Goryeo, and its
current name is Kaesong, which is located in North Korea today. However, the
third king of Joseon, Taejong, moved the capital back to Hanyang and built
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Changdeokgung Palace. Explaining it in this way might make it seem like a
very long time since three kings are mentioned, but in reality, this series of
events took place between 1394, the founding of Joseon, and 1405, a period
spanning 10 years. Changgyeonggung began with Sejong, the fourth king of
Joseon, building "Suganggung” on the site of a palace from the Goryeo era for
his father, Taejong, who had stepped down and passed the throne to him. In
1483, Seongjong, the ninth king of Joseon, built Changgyeonggung to
accommodate various royal elders.

If Gyeongbokgung Palace strictly adheres to the rules of Joseon palaces,
Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung are comparatively more natural. All
palaces of the Joseon Dynasty are beautiful, but Changdeokgung and its rear
garden are especially beautiful. Now, let's take a brief look at a video showing
the beauty of Changgyeonggung and its garden in autumn.

However, the palaces of the Joseon Dynasty suffered greatly during the
Japanese colonial period. In particular, Changgyeonggung was demoted to
"Changgyeongwon” in 1911 due to the Japanese rule, losing its status as a
palace. The Japanese demolished the buildings inside Changgyeonggung and
turned it into a zoo and botanical garden for people to enjoy. They also cut
off the connection with Jongmyo and built a road, altering the appearance of
the original palace. Even after the liberation, the zoo at Changgyeongwon
remained, and in 1983, efforts were made to relocate the zoo and restore
the palace. There is a video that well illustrates the pain Changgyeonggung
experienced during the Japanese colonial period. Let's take a look at this video
and wrap up our time today.
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In this session, we will meet Lady Hyegyeong (Hyegyeong-gung Hong Ssi).
During this session, we will take a look at “The Memoirs of Lady Hygyeong”
("Han Jung-rok") written by Lady Hyegyeong herself, as well as the
"Gisajinpyorijinchanuigwe” (Royal Record of the Presentation Ceremony and
Banquet in the Gisa year’) the record of the feast held for Lady Hyegyeong,
as we spend time reflecting on her life.

Lady Hyegyeong was born in 1735 and passed away in 1815 at the age of
eighty. She entered the palace as the wife of Crown Prince Sado, and lived
through the reigns of King Yeongjo, King Jeongjo, and King Sunjo. This means
she witnessed the conflict between her father-in—law, King Yeongjo, and her
husband, Crown Prince Sado, as well as her husband's death, and the
ascension of her son and grandson to the throne.

Lady Hyegyeong would have become the queen consort if Crown Prince
Sado had ascended to the throne as she was his lawful wife. However, due
to Crown Prince Sado's death, Lady Hyegyeong was unable to become queen
consort and had to remain the crown princess consort. This means that
despite being the mother of King Jeongjo and the grandmother of King Sunjo,
she could not officially become the queen dowager or the royal queen
dowager. In response, King Jeongjo granted her the palace title
"Hyegyeong—gung,” which is a title ending with "~gung" (“~palace”).

In the 2022 drama 'The Red Sleeve", Princess Hwawan, the daughter of
King Yeongjo, tells Lady Hyegyeong that she can never become queen
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dowager, which Lady Hyegyeong accepts. "As the princess says, | can never
become the queen dowager. Never. | am just a mere consort," she says. And
then she adds, "But at least my grandson tries to treat me well because | am
the mother who gave birth to him in pain. He says he will grant me a palace
title someday. He has already decided on the palace title and honorific,
'Hyegyeonggung.” Although she couldn't become the queen dowager or the
royal queen dowager since she was not the queen consort, it was clearly an
idea from her son King Jeongjo to treat his mother, and the grandmother of
his children, with respect. And as shown in the drama, we call her
“Hyegyeong-gung Hong Ssi.”

Lady Hyegyeong personally witnessed the conflict between her father-in—law
King Yeongjo and her husband Crown Prince Sado. Lady Hyegyeong married
Crown Prince Sado, who was the same age as her, at the age of 9 in 1744
and was appointed as Crown Princess Consort. In 1750, she gave birth to her
first child, Prince Uiso, who died at a young age, and later that same vyear,
she gave birth to the king's eldest grandson, Jeongjo.

Living into his 80s, King Yeongjo, the 21st ruler of the Joseon Dynasty,
lived the longest life among the 27 kings of Joseon, and was Joseon's
longest-reigning king, ruling for 51 years. King Yeongjo was not the son of
the previous king, the 20th ruler of Joseon King Gyeongjong, but his younger
brother, and was born to the royal concubine Sukbin Choi, who was not the
official wife and queen consort of King Sukjong. Because of this, it is said
that Yeongjo experienced a great deal of strain due to his background.

In addition, King Yeongjo had no children with his first wife, Queen
Jeongseong, though his first son, Prince Hyojang, was born to the royal
concubine, Jeongbin Lee. However, Prince Hyojang died at an early age. When
Yeongjo was over 40 years old, his second son, Crown Prince Sado was born
to another royal concubine, Youngbin Lee. How much would Yeongjo have
cherished his son, who was born at such a late age? One year after Crown
Prince Sado was born, which is called "dol" (first birthday) in Korea, Yeongjo
appointed him as the crown prince and made efforts to educate his child. It is
said that Crown Prince Sado was very intelligent.
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However, Crown Prince Sado faced various difficulties as he got older, and
his relationship with his father, King Yeongjo, became distant as Sado became
the crown prince regent. “Regency" is a position and title in which the heir to
the throne takes care of the country's affairs on behalf of the king when the
king cannot do so due to various circumstances. King Yeongjo wanted Sado to
assume regency because of his age, but in reality, he still had a desire for
royal authority and did not properly acknowledge his son's authority.

Eventually, Crown Prince Sado began to show mental issues. He killed or
tortured eunuchs and court ladies working in the palace, and it is said that he
had an obsessive—compulsive disorder that made it difficult for him to wear
clothes. When there were no more people to help the crown prince with his
clothes, his cherished royal concubine, Gyeongbin Park, stepped in, but he
ended up beating her to death as well. These incidents involving Crown Prince
Sado are recorded in the official chronicles of the Joseon Dynasty, the "Annals
of the Joseon Dynasty" (Chosonwangjosillyok) but they mainly appear from
about a year before his death.

The primary source for incidents related to Crown Prince Sado is Lady
Hyegyeong's 'The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong” (“Han Jung-rok”). "Han
Jung-rok" means “writings done during one’s leisure time”. However, in some
transcriptions of the memoirs, the character ‘han' (Bf), meaning leisurely’, is
replaced with ‘han’ (IR), meaning ‘resentment or bitterness’.

"The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong' is divided into four parts. The first part
was written during the reign of her son, King Jeongjo, and covers her life
from her childhood up to the time of writing. The second part was written
after the death of King Jeongjo, and it addresses the grievances of her birth
family. The third part is a request for her grandson, King Sunjo, to redress the
injustices she has suffered. The fourth part was written after the death of
Yeongjo's second wife, Queen Jeongsun, and it elaborates on the incident
where Crown Prince Sado was confined in a rice chest and died.

When looked at in this way, “The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong™ was written
considerably later than the actual events. Crown Prince Sado's death occurred
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in 1762, while King Jeongjo ascended the throne in 1776. The final fourth part
was written after the death of Queen Jeongsun in 1804, meaning the account
of Crown Prince Sado's death was written almost 40 years later. Despite this,
modern psychiatrists have evaluated Crown Prince Sado's symptoms as being
very realistic.

The account in “The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong™ vividly conveys the tragic
death of Crown Prince Sado, a major tragedy of the Joseon era. One of the
reasons Korean television dramas and movies are able to cover the story of
Crown Prince Sado, which they do often, is due to the records preserved in
“The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong.” “The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong™ is
considered part of Joseon's palace literature, along with "The Tales of Queen
Inhyeong” (“Inhyeon Wanghujeon”) and “Diary of the Year Gyechuk” (“Gyechuk
ligi”), and is notable for being written by a woman of the royal family.

Lady Hyegyeong watched her husband's misdeeds and not only witnessed
his being demoted from crown prince to commoner by his father, but also his
death when he was confined in a rice chest. She could not become queen
consort, and her son, King Jeongjo, ascended to the throne not as Crown
Prince Sado's son but as the son of his deceased uncle, Crown Prince
Hyojang, changing his family register.

In this situation, Kings Jeongjo and Sunjo made various efforts to protect
their mother and grandmother, Lady Hyegyeong. The aforementioned palace
title, " Hyegyeong-gung Hong Ssi," is part of this effort. It was 1809, during
King Sunjo's reign. At that time, on the 22nd day of the first month of the
lunar calendar, a celebration was held at Changgyeonggung Palace's
Gyeongchunjeon Hall to commemorate the 60th anniversary of Lady
Hyegyeong's entry into the palace. At that time, King Sunjo held a jinpyori
ceremony for Lady Hyegyeong, a ceremony where new clothes were
presented to her to repay her kindness and pray for her longevity. On the
27th day of the second month of the lunar calendar, a congratulatory banquet
called a ‘jinchan" was held with royal relatives in attendance.

"There was no precedent for celebrating the 60th anniversary (hwegap) of a
coming-of-age ceremony in our royal family. We want to repay her warm
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grace, like the spring sunlight, a marker of the utmost affection from her
children. Wishing for longevity and good health naturally arises from our small
sincerity," said King Sunjo while planning the event.

As she was the wife of Crown Prince Sado, Lady Hyegyeong was not the
gueen or wife of the king. However, she was the mother of King Jeongjo and
the maternal grandmother of King Sunjo. So, King Sunjo commemorated the
60th anniversary (‘hwegap) of his grandmother's coming-of-age ceremony,
and her entry into the palace, a significant milestone. 'Hwegap' means 'the
return of the first year of the sexagenary cycle (gapja).

The respective combination one of the 10 heavenly stems, gap-& / eul-2
byeong-& / jeong-& / mu-2 / gi-71 / gyeong-Z / sin-Al / im-& / gye-A;

and one of the 12 earthly branches, ja=At / chuk-& / in-¢ / myo-2 / jin-
'/ sa=At / oh-2 / mi-O| / sin—=Xl / yu-8 / sul-& / hae-dll creates 60
heavenly stem-branch combinations. These combinations are assigned to a
year. The first combination is ‘gapja’ (ZAP, followed by ‘eulchuk' (%),
byeongin' (&2l), and so on. After the tenth combination, the 'gyeyu' (AR)
year, the next years continue with 'gapsul’ (&%), ‘eulhae’ (23lf), byeongja’ (H
Xp, and so on. The 60 heavenly stem-branch combinations begin with 'gapja’
and end with ‘gyesul.’

Since King Sunjo held Lady Hyegyeong's ‘hwegap™ in 1809, she must have
held her coming-of-age ceremony 60 years prior in the previous ‘gisa  year
(or the sixth year of the sexagenary cycle) in 1749. 'Hwegap, or 'hwankap,' is
often used in the context of a person's birthday. For example, the most
recent ‘gisa year was 1989.

People born in that year will meet their next ‘gisa” year in 2049, which is
their ‘hwegap’. We still know about all the details of the event held at that
time because King Sunjo compiled an 'uigwe’ which documented the event.
‘Uigwe’ is a royal record left for posterity after major events in the country,
detailing the entire process from beginning to end. This document is the
"Gisajinpyorijinchanuigwe”. It includes the preparations and the unfolding of the
event, the materials used, and the costs incurred, as well as 49 pages of
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vivid and delicately described illustrations. This uigwe was once housed in
Korea's 'Oegyujanggak’ (Royal Library) but was lost during the Byeongin Yangyo
incident (French Expedition to Korea) in 1866. At that time, it was taken to
France, and in 1891, the British Library purchased the uigwe. This is why the
current location of the uigwe is the British Library.

Not long ago, the National Museum of Korea in Yongsan—gu, Seoul, held an
exhibition called “The Uigwe of Oegyujanggak: The Meaning of Its Nobility™. In
a large exhibition hall, they screened an animation that recreated the feast for
Lady Hyegyeonggung Hong during the Gisa year. The ability to recreate this
scene today is all thanks to the “Gisajinpyorijinchanuigwe”.
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In this session, we will examine the tragic death of Crown Prince Sado. The
reigns of King Yeongjo and King Jeongjo were, politically and culturally, very
prosperous periods in Joseon history, but during this time, there was a unique
incident in which the throne was passed on to a non-direct descendant. This
story is very well known in Korea and is often covered in popular media.

The 21st king of Joseon was Yeongjo. Yeongjo was the son of the 19th
king, Sukjong. Sukjong is also a king frequently portrayed in Korean popular
media, which mainly focuses on the conflict between Queen Inhyeon and
Consort Jang Heebin. There is a classic Korean novel called “Sassi
Namjeonggi” (“Record of Lady Sa's Southward Journey”), written by Kim
Man-jung, which is widely known to be based on the conflict between Queen
Inhyeon and Consort Jang Heebin. However, there are various different takes
on the period that the novel depicts.

In modern Korean dramas, the main character is usually Consort Jang
Heebin. You can see that the titles of dramas and movies contain 'Jang
Heebin', which refers to Consort Jang Heebin. These dramas or movies
typically portray Consort Jang Heebin as a villain. However, in {Jang Ok-Jung,
Living by Love), an SBS drama aired in 2012, you can see that the title
features not ‘Jang Heebin’, but her real name, Jang Ok-Jung. This drama
doesn’t portray Consort Jang Heebin as a villain as previous dramas have, but
rather, reinterprets her from a new perspective.

In popular movies, the conflict between Queen Inhyeon and Consort Jang
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Heebin is often emphasized, and thus these dramas tend to focus on King
Sukjong's complicated relationships with  women or the neglect of conflicts
between the queen and the concubines. However, Sukjong was not a weak
ruler, nor was he a king who indulged in women.

He merely used the relationship between the queen and the concubines for
political purposes. The throne was passed down from King Hyojong to King
Hyeonjong and then to King Sukjong, and both Hyeonjong and Sukjong had no
male siblings in their respective generations. They were the only heirs to the
throne. Sukjong was born the son of King Hyeonjong, and his lawful wife,
Queen Myeongseong. The son of the queen is called 'Daegun,” so Sukjong
was born with the title ‘Daegun’. For reference, the son of a queen is given
the title '-Daegun,” while the son of a concubine is called -Gun." The
daughter of a queen is called -Gongju,” while the daughter of a concubine is
called -Ongju.’

As such, Sukjong, the father of King Yeongjo, had no factors that threatened
his royal authority. However, the situation after Sukjong was slightly different.
After Sukjong, the throne was succeeded by King Gyeongjong, the son of
Consort Jang Heebin. Consort Jang Heebin, originally from the concubines,
rose to the position of queen consort, but was demoted back to a concubine
after the previous Queen Inhyeon was reinstated. Consequently, it is said that
Consort Jang Heebin set up a shrine behind her quarters to curse Queen
Inhyeon, and Sukjong ordered her to commit suicide, which she did. This
alone would have been a significant burden for Gyeongjong. However,
Gyeongjong died only four years after ascending to the throne without leaving
an heir, and his younger brother, Yeongjo, succeeded the throne.

Yeongjo was not a king's son but a sibling who ascended the throne.
Furthermore, Yeongjo's mother was Consort Sukbin Choi, one of Sukjong's
concubines, who came from a very low social class known as "Musuri," who
performed odd chores for the ladies of the court. Concubines came from
various backgrounds, ranging from noble Yangban families to court ladies, and
among them, Yeongjo's mother was from one of the lowest social strata. In
the drama “Jang Ok-Jung, Living by Love”, Consort Sukbin Choi is portrayed
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as a character who supports Queen Inhyeon and is unable to read Korean. In
2010, MBC aired a drama called “Dong Yi~, which depicted Consort Sukbin
Choi as the main titular character. However, since there are very few historical
records about Consort Sukbin Choi, the drama “Dong Yi~ should be seen as a
strongly imaginative work.

Given this situation, King Yeongjo couldnt help but have a complex about
his own social status, despite being a king. In such circumstances, his first
son, Crown Prince Hyojang, died before reaching the age of 10, and it is
difficult to imagine how great the expectations were for Prince Sado, the son
he had after turning 40. However, as can be seen from "The Memoirs of Lady
Hyegyeong,” written by Prince Sado's wife, Hyegyeong—gung Hong Ssi, and
various historical records, Prince Sado had mental health issues. In June 1757,
he even killed six courtiers and eunuchs in a single day.

From the writings left by Prince Sado, it seems that he was aware of his
own problems.

- | suffer from an innate melancholy unknown to others, Now, as |
accompany the king in the midst of this heat, | feel tense, my fever is high,
and my melancholia is so extreme that it's suffocating and unbearable. |
cannot discuss these symptoms with the royal physicians. Since Your
Highness is well-versed in the medicine that washes away depression, how
about secretly preparing the medicine and sending it to me?

- It has been several days since | took this pill, but there has been no
improvement at all.

- As | have a deeply rooted illness with no hope of recovery, | can only try
to calm my mind as | suffer the embarrassment of it.

The symptoms of Crown Prince Sado worsened over time, and in January
1761, he even killed a royal consort, Gyeongbin Park, who was helping him
get dressed. Crown Prince Sado's violence escalated day by day, and in 1762,
King Yeongjo finally decided to depose him and demote him to the status of
a commoner (seo-in). When a noble, queen, crown prince, or prince commits
a crime and is deprived of their status and position, they are demoted to the
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lowest social class, 'seo-in’ in a process called 'pyeseoin’ (demotion to
commoner status). Subsequently, in 1762, on the 13th day of the 5th month
of the lunar calendar, during the 38th year of Yeongjo's reign, Crown Prince
Sado was ordered to commit suicide.

However, Crown Prince Sado did not follow the order, and Yeongjo
imprisoned him in a ‘dwiju. A dwiju, or rice chest, is a chest for storing
grain, and is not very large. Confined in the rice chest, Crown Prince Sado
died on the 21st day of the 5th month of the lunar calendar. This incident
was called the "Imo Hwabyeon" (Imo Incident) referring to this serious incident
that occurred in 1762, the year of ‘Imo’ in the sexagenary cycle. After Sado’s
death, Yeongjo restored his status and bestowed upon him the title of "Crown
Prince Sado" (“Sado Seja”). The name Crown Prince Sado which we use today
originated from this event.

"Having already heard the report, how could | not think about the debt of
favor that existed between father and son for nearly 30 years? Considering
the feelings of my descendants and understanding the intentions of the
ministers, | merely restore his title and, in addition, bestow upon him the
posthumous name ‘Sado Seja’ (Crown Prince Sado)."

At that time, Jeongjo was the grandson of King Yeongjo, holding the title of
royal third grandson.’ Jeongjo was only 10 years old when his father passed
away, old enough to remember the incident. And due to this event, he was
adopted as the son of Yeongjo's eldest son, who had died at a young age,
and the brother of Sado Seja, 'Hyojang Seja,” becoming the crown prince. Just
by hearing this story, it is evident that Jeongjo's life was not smooth. There is
a video showing the events of the Imo Incident and what happened during
that time, centered around the space of Changgyeonggung Palace. Let's take a
look at it together.

In May, the 38th year of King Yeongjo's reign, the unseasonable sound of
nails resonates in Changgyeonggung Palace. The father, who keeps his son in
the back state, locks the lock himself, nails it, and kills the only blood relative
to succeed the throne with his own hands. Changgyeonggung Palace
Munjeongjeon Hall was at the center of the greatest tragedy of the Joseon
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Dynasty.  Environmental  Exhibition, one of the battlefields of the
Changgyeonggung Palace, which contains numerous stories of the Joseon
Dynasty, was the place where King Jungjong received medical treatment from
Daejanggeum, and the now-defunct Jagyeongjeon was a building built by King
Jeongjo for his mother, Hyegyeonggung Hong. In addition, Naenongpo, where
previous kings demonstrated farming, was also located in Changgyeonggung
Palace. Changgyeonggung Palace was the place where numerous kings and
queens descended and the birthplace of Sunjo, Heonjong, and Jeongjo. The
house restoration, a unigue square—shaped pavilion located in the civil war.
Used as a shelter for concubines, this is also the place where Crown Prince
Sado, the main character of the Joseon Dynasty's greatest tragedy, was born.
Munjeongjeon Hall was a compilation of Changgyeonggung Palace and was a
kind of king's office. Munjeongjeon Hall, which was a place where the king
usually lived, held a '‘contest’ to attend daily duties, or discuss academics with
his servants. However, King Yeongjo used Munjeongjeon for other purposes. It
was named Hwiryeongjeon after making it a wedding hall that houses the
memorial tablet of Queen Jeongseong Seo, the first queen who died. One
day, King Yeongjo, who was walking through Munjeongjeon Hall, hears the
hearing of Queen Jeongseong, who died. The fact that the disturbance
depends between breaths means that the reverse mother is close, and
Yeongjo thinks of Crown Prince Sado after hearing this.
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In this session, we will explore the story of King Jeongjo and ‘Royal
Noble Consort Uibin Seong’. =Their love story is exceedingly well-known in
Korea. In MBC dramas "Lee San, Wind of the Palace" (*Yi San”), which
aired in 2007, and "The Red Sleeve" (“Otsomae Bulkeun Ggeutdong”), which
aired in 2021, =we were able to catch a glimpse of their story.

Now, lets meet the main characters of these two dramas, King Jeongjo
and Royal Noble Consort Uibin Seong. King Jeongjo was the 22nd king of
the Joseon Dynasty. Jeongjo is a ‘posthumous name’, which means it is a
titte given to honor the king's virtues after his death, not a title used
during his lifetime.

In recent productions, there are times when the king is portrayed more
as a person with personal and human aspects, rather than as a ruler. In
such works, the character is usually established using the king's personal
name. For example, the birth name of King Sejong the Great, who created
Hangul, was ‘Yi Do. The Korean actor Han Suk-kyu played the role of King
Sejong the Great in both the 2011 SBS drama "Deep Rooted Tree" (“Ppuri
Gipeun Namu”) and the 2019 film "The King's Letters" (“Naranmalssami”). In
the SBS drama "Deep Rooted Tree', the name of King Sejong is set as Vi
Do. In this historical drama, Yi Do shows his love for the people and the
creation of Hangul, in other words, the already well-known achievements of
King Sejong the Great, but the drama also presents a very human image of
King Sejong, who speaks his mind and even swears at times. In "The
King's Letters’, the name of the character Han Suk-kyu plays is 'Sejong
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not Yi Do. Compared to 'Deep Rooted Tree', the role in "The King's
Letters" was calmer and more solemn.

The MBC drama "Lee San, Wind of the Palace” (“Yi San”) featured the
titte '(Yi) Lee San' instead of 'King Jeongjo. Jeongjo's name is ‘Yi San, but
in the actual Joseon Dynasty, people could not casually address the king by
his birth name, right? In the Joseon Dynasty, the king's name was called
‘hui” (@ 'taboo name'), and there was also the term ‘pihui, which means
avoiding calling the king's name. This tradition is common in East Asia,
because it is generally considered disrespectful to casually address
someone of higher status by their name. For this reason, the king's name
was designated with very difficult Hanja characters to  minimize
inconvenience, as using words and characters containing the king's name
was restricted. Nevertheless, the title of the drama is "(Yi) Lee San". In
"The Red Sleeve", King Jeongjo is also referred to as Yi San', and when he
first meets Royal Noble Consort Uibin Seong as a child, he introduces
himself as 'San'.

In the drama, Yi San's mother, Lady Hyegyeong, addresses her royal son
as Jusang using honorific language. However, in order to emphasize her
sincere wish for her son's happiness as a loving mother, in the single
sentence "San-ah, be happy’, she calls him by the name 'San,

In both dramas, King Yeongjo's character, who is Jeongjo's grandfather
and the preceding king, is 'Yeongjo, and the other characters portraying
royal family members also have names other than their given names. So
the fact that only Jeongjo's character uses his given name, Yi San, is
certainly a noteworthy point. The titles and character names reveal a focus
on the personal aspects of King Jeongjo.

Royal Noble Consort Uibin is a royal concubine of King Jeongjo. The
kings of the Joseon Dynasty could have multiple wives. Among them, there
is only one queen, the principal wife. There was a drama called "Under the
Queen’'s Umbrella" (“Syurup”) that aired on tvwN in 2022, which was a
fictional historical drama set in the Joseon Dynasty. In actual history, there
is no king named Yi Ho or a prince named Seongnam Daegun. In this
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drama, the main character, played by actress Kim Hye-soo, is 'Im
Hwa-ryeong, the queen and principal wife. The queen represents the
‘namyeonbu’, an organization that manages the queens, royal concubines,
and palace maids in the palace. As such, in "Under the Queen’s Umbrella”,
you can see Im Hwa-ryeong sitting in the center of a gathering with
multiple royal concubines.

Royal Noble Consort Uibin is not the official wife of Jeongjo, but one of
the royal concubines. She holds the title of 'Bin’, and the prefix 'Ui' before
Bin' is her honorary title, making her 'Uibin. In "The Red Sleeve’, Yi San
finds a suitable alphabetical character for Deok-im and explains the
meaning of the character. That character is ‘Ui (2-8). The actual historical
scene where Consort Uibin received her honorary title 'Ui' is recorded in
the ‘llseongrok’, the king's diary. ‘llseongrok” is a diary that King Jeongjo
started writing from the time he was a prince that was intended for
self-reflection. This diary, started by Jeongjo, continued to be written by
subsequent kings until the last king of Joseon, Gojong.

Let's look at the record in Jeongjo's 'llseongrok’ from the 19th day of
the 2nd month in 1783. | asked Left State Councillor Lee Bok-won and
Right State Councillor Kim Ik about the honorary title 'Bin' that | ordered
to be given to So-yonggung (BBA=). They said, The characters =), Ef
(&), R(48), E(#), and $(%) seem to be good, but we dare not choose one
and answer definitively.” Thus, it is written, "Choose the character "2(&)."
King Jeongjo asked his ministers for suggestions regarding the title to be
bestowed upon Royal Noble Consort Uibin Seong, who was then known as
Soyong-gung, and ultimately chose the character 'Q(&) as her title, which
was not among the five characters suggested by the ministers. The drama
“The Red Sleeve” adds a dramatic imagination to the scene where Uibin

Seong'’s title is decided.

The birth name of Uibin Seong, whom Jeongjo cherished enough to
personally select her title, is Seong Deok-im. In “The Red Sleeve”, she also
appears with the name Seong Deok-im. In the older drama, “Lee San, Wind
of the Palace”, she appeared with the name Seong Song-yeon, but this was
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a fictional addition. The reason why the story of Jeongjo and Uibin Seong
receives such attention in current popular culture is because their love
story is very famous. There are two main aspects to examine: First, the
story of Seong Uibin rejecting Jeongjo's favor twice, and second, the
epitaph  “The Tomb of the Royal Consort Written By The King’
("Eojeuibinmyojimyeong”) that Jeongjo left after Uibin Seong's death.

It is said that Uibin Seong was connected to the family of Jeongjo's
mother, Lady Hygyeong (Hyegyeong—-gung Hong), who raised her. In 1766,
when Jeongjo was the crown prince, he tried to bestow his favor upon
Uibin Seong. However, she declined, stating that she could not accept it
since the Crown Princess, Jeongjo's wife, had not yet borne a child. Here,
favor' refers to the grace a subject receives from the king, and it can also
mean becoming a concubine after sleeping with the king as a lady of the
court. About 15 years later, after ascending the throne, Jeongjo tried to
bestow his favor upon Uibin Seong again. Even then, Uibin Seong refused
Jeongjo's favor, but she accepted it after Jeongjo punished her servant.

It is known that Uibin Seong was also close to Queen Hyoeui, Jeongjo's
queen consort. Thats why Lady Seong said she couldnt become a
concubine since Queen Hyoeui couldnt bear a child. However, despite
having a good relationship with Jeongjo, Queen Hyoeui was unable to have
children. Uibin Seong was born in 1753. When she received Jeongjo's first
favor, she was in her mid—teens, but she accepted his second favor when
she was thirty years old in Korean age. Considering that this was the
Joseon era, it was very late in life for Uibin Seong to become a concubine.
Royal Noble Consort Uibin Seong gave birth to a son, Crown Prince
Munhyo, in 1782 and a daughter in 1784. However, Crown Prince Munhyo
died at a young age from smallpox, and her daughter also passed away
shortly after birth. Furthermore, Royal Noble Consort Uibin Seong passed
away while pregnant not long after her son's death.

She had refused Jeongjo's favor for 15 years and died less than four
years after accepting it. During that period, she experienced three
pregnancies and lost all of her children. The exact cause of Royal Noble
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Consort Uibin Seong’s death is unknown, and there are various theories
surrounding her passing. Jeongjo was deeply saddened by Uibin Seong's
death.

Jeongjo's affectionate feelings are revealed in the epitaph he wrote for
Uibin Seong, titled “The Tomb of the Royal Consort Written By The King .
In the Joseon era, it was rare for someone to write an inscription on a
tombstone for their spouse. Nevertheless, Jeongjo wrote a rather lengthy
text for the deceased Uibin Seong and even detailed the anecdote about
her refusing his favor. There is a mention of "The Royal Noble Consort,
who had been of royal concubine rank for 20 years,” which refers to the
time when he first granted her favor. Jeongjo also left words about Uibin
Seong's character. "The Royal Noble Consort was of humble origin and her
family was not well-off, so she couldnt study under a teacher before
becoming a royal concubine but she was wise even without formal
education. For the queen” here he is referring to Queen Hyoeui, “For the
gueen, the earth would surely know and even the hardest metal and stone
could be penetrated by the efforts, heart, and devotion the Noble Consort
put forth for her.”

In addition to this, there is a written ceremonial text called “Funeral
Oration for the Royal Consort Written by the King” (“Eojeuibinchijejemun”)
for Royal Consort Seong, and the “Funeral Oration Written by the King”
(“Eojechijejemun”) composed during the ancestral rites also remains. In the
drama “The Red Sleeve”, after Deok-im passes away, Yi San does not
mention her at all until he meets her friend Kyung-hee, and then he
reveals his emotions. It is only then that he says, "She was my consort, my
person. No matter how much time has passed, she is mine and | will never
give her to anyone else,” showing that he had not forgotten Deok-im. In
the final episode of “The Red Sleeve”, when Yi San dies, the story
concludes with a reunion between him and Deok-im, who is waiting for
him in the space where they first met in their youth.

In Yongsan—-gu, Seoul, there is a place called 'Hyochang Park." Hyochang
Park is the former location of the tombs of Royal Consort Seong and
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Crown Prince Munhyo. King Jeongjo placed the tombs of the two near
Hanyang Fortress and named it Hyochang (28&), meaning filial piety and
prosperity. This place was developed into a tourist attraction during the
Japanese colonial period, and the tombs of Royal Consort Seong and Crown
Prince Munhyo were relocated to Seosamneung in Goyang-si, Gyeonggi—do.
Nowadays, Hyochang Park houses the tombs of independence activists such
as Baekbeom Kim Gu, Lee Bong-chang, Yun Bong-gil, and Baek Jeong-gi.
On the other side, the tombs of Lee Dong-nyeong, Jo Seong—hwan, and Cha
I-seok, who worked for the Provisional Government, are also established.
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In this session, we will appreciate the beauty of today's Changdeokgung and
Changgyeonggung Palaces together. In Joseon, there were five palaces:
Gyeongbokgung, Gyeongungeung (also known as Deoksugung), Gyeonghuigung,
Changdeokgung, and Changgyeonggung. Changdeokgung and Changgyeonggung
are located side by side. You can see their locations on this map, right? All of
the Joseon palaces are beautiful, but the eastern palace (donggwol) area
consisting of Changdeokgung, Changgyeonggung, and their rear gardens is
particularly beautiful.

Changdeokgung is the only palace among the five mentioned earlier that is
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. You can tour Changdeokgung along
the path that leads from Donhwamun — Gumcheon Bridge - Gwolnaegaksa -
Injeongjeon— Seonjeongjeon — Heejeongdang — Daejojeon — Nakseonjae, and it
takes about an hour to explore all of them.

Donhwamun is the main gate of Changdeokgung. It has a two-story
structure and is the largest of the palace gates. It was built in 1412 by King
Taejong, the third king of Joseon, and was rebuilt in 1609 after being burned
down during the Imjin Waeran (Japanese Invasion of Korea). At the time of
building Donhwamun, Jongmyo Shrine was in front, so the entrance to the
palace was located on the southwest side of the palace.

Gwolnaegaksa is a complex of government palace offices that assist the
king and the royal family. Various offices serving the king closely are gathered
here, making it a very complicated structure. What we see now is not a
building built during the Joseon Dynasty, but a restored building from the early
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2000s that was demolished during the Japanese colonial period.

Next is the Geumcheon Bridge. It is a bridge built over the Geumcheon
River, the main water source of Changdeokgung. It was installed by King
Taejong in 1411 and its original appearance has been maintained. It is also
the oldest stone bridge remaining in Seoul today.

Injeongjeon is the central building of Changdeokgung Palace. Important
national ceremonies, such as the king's coronation, officials paying homage,
and meeting foreign envoys, took place here. From the outside, it looks like a
two—story building, but the interior is actually a single-story structure. It was
built by King Taejong in 1405 and restored in 1610 and 1803 after being
burned down during the Imjin Waeran. The chandeliers, curtains, glass
windows, and wooden floors were renovated in a Western style in 1908.

Next, Seonjeongjeon was used as the king's office. It was rebuilt by King
Injo in 1647 after being burned down during the Imjin Waeran and is the only
building in the palace with blue tiles. Heejeongdang was originally the king's
bedroom but was later used as the king's living quarters.

The current Heejeongdang was moved from  Gangnyeongjeon at
Gyeongbokgung Palace after being rebuilt in 1920 due to a fire in 1917, so it
is different from the original Heejeongdang. The interior of the current
Heejeongdang was decorated in a Western style during the 1920 restoration.
Daejojeon was the official bedroom of Changdeokgung Palace and the living
space of the queen. Like Heejeongdang, it was rebuilt in 1920 after being
destroyed by fire in 1917 and was moved from Gyotaejeon, Gyeongbokgung
Palace's bedroom. Similarly, the interior is designed in a Western style.

Nakseonjae is a building built by Heonjong and served as his study and
living quarters. Heonjong built a building for his concubine, Royal Noble
Consort Gyeong of the Gwangsan Kim clan, and also built Nakseonjae along
with it. Nakseonjae, located within the palace, has a modest appearance
without any colorful decorations and was still inhabited by the royal family
even after liberation in 1945. The rear garden of Changdeokgung Palace
showcases a representative traditional Korean garden, in which the natural
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landscape has been preserved, with flowers and trees planted and ponds
created before buildings have been arranged. Shall we take a look at a video
featuring the rear garden together?

Next, we will explore the main buildings of Changgyeonggung Palace.
Honghwamun is the main gate of Changgyeonggung Palace. It was built in
1484 during the reign of King Seongjong, burned down during the Imijin
Waeran, and rebuilt in 1616. Like the Donhwamun of Changdeokgung Palace,
it is a two-story pavilion.

Next is Myeongjeongjeon, the central building of Changgyeonggung Palace,
which serves the same function as Injeongjeon of Changdeokgung Palace. This
is where the official state events took place. Next, Munjeongjeon was the side
hall and office of Changgyeonggung Palace. The main buildings of
Changgyeonggung Palace, Honghwamun and Myeongjeongjeon, face east, while
Munjeongjeon faces south, facing a different direction than Myeongjeongjeon.
This is a unique feature not found in other palaces.

Sungmundang and Haminjeong were places where the king and his officials
discussed politics and learning together. Sungmundang is believed to have
been built during the reign of Gwanghaegun and was burned down in 1830,
then rebuilt that same autumn. The building also has a tablet handwritten by
King Yeongjo. Haminjeong is a pavilion built in 1633, located in front of
Sungmun.

Gyeongchunjeon, Hwangyeongjeon, Tongmyeongjeon, and Yanghwadang were
buildings used as sleeping quarters. Gyeongchunjeon was used by the Queen
Dowager, Queen, and Crown Princess, while Hwangyeongjeon appears to have
been used by the King or Crown Prince. Tongmyeongjeon was mainly used as
the Queen's sleeping quarters, and Yanghwadang was used as a reception
space for the inner palace. All of the buildings mentioned were rebuilt in
1834.

Yeongchunheon was also used as a residence for concubines. Crown Prince
Sado and King Sunjo were both born in Jipbokheon. There were also spaces
where palace women gathered, but all the buildings have disappeared due to
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Japanese colonization, leaving only the sites. Changgyeonggung Palace also
has a pond called Chundangji, of which only a very small part remains from
the Joseon Dynasty. The larger part of the pond was expanded by the
Japanese, and it was originally a rice paddy where the King cultivated crops.
It's surprising that the King himself cultivated crops, right? This shows that the
King and Queen of Joseon directly engaged in agriculture, the nation's
foundation industry, praying for a good harvest and symbolizing their mastery
of farming.

Gwandukjeong is a pavilion for archery. Built in 1642, the spacious front
area was said to have been used as a military training ground and martial arts
examination site. The scenery is also very beautiful, right? Many poems
praising the beauty of autumn leaves have been handed down.
Changgyeonggung and Changdeokgung Palaces are incredibly beautiful spaces
and great for strolling. If you get the opportunity, please be sure to visit.
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