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Exploring the Mutual Cultural Subjecthood of Multicultural Children Using the Problemat-
ic Aspect of Nurturing Represented through the Motif of ‘the Child who Became a Natural
Object’

-With a Focus on Oral Folktales of Marriage Migrants in Korea

Kim Jungeun

This study started from the critical awareness that intercultural sensitivity and feminist
views should be simultaneously applied to solve the parenting difficulties of women and
children in multicultural families. This study analyses both the Filipino oral folktale The
Child Who Became a Pineapple and the Indonesian oral folktale The Fish Wife and Lake Toba. Both
stories are oral folktales of marriage migrant women in Korea, and they both contain the
motif of ‘a child who became a natural object’ because of parents’ desire for parenting
control. Moreover, through the natural process of putting unfamiliar Asian cultures in
communication with each other and identifying the value therein, this paper attempted to
unravel the complex relationships involved in the desire for control during parenting from
more diverse perspectives. Furthermore, this study tried to suggest a process of recogniz-
ing immigrant women and children who complain of difficulties in cultural communication
by nurturing them as subjects of mutual culture to increase their self-esteem.

In one Filipino folktale, there is ‘a child who became a pineapple’ through 100 or
1,000 eyes; the process of sharing the symbolism of this story makes us reconsider the
pressure and conflict of maternal care that controls and cares for children with excessive
affection. The process of exchanging the symbol of ‘the child who became an island’ from
the legend of Lake Toba in Indonesian folktales demonstrates the son’s response against
the violent problem of a father when he tries to control and discipline his son. By extend-

ing this to multicultural families, I tried to propose a process of recognizing themselves
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as the subject of mutual culture so that the self-esteem of immigrant women and children
who complain of difficulties in cultural communication in the process of realistic upbring-
ing can be raised.

The process of exchanging the symbol of ‘the child who became an island’ from the
legend of Lake Toba in Indonesian folktales demonstrates the violent problem of a father
when he tries to control his son. By extending this to multicultural families, I tried to
propose a process of recognizing the self-esteem of immigrant women and children who
complain of difficulties in cultural communication in the process of taking care of them as

subjects of mutual culture so that they can change their self-esteem.

Keywords: female marriage migrants in Korea, maternal care, paternal authoritative care,

multicultural children, oral folktales of immigrants, mutual cultural subject, desire to con-
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