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Abstract

Direction of Collections of Classic Asian Fairy Tales as
Multicultural Children’s Stories

Oh, Jungmi

(Inha University)

This study attempted to investigate a direction of the collections of classic Asian
fairy tales as multicultural children’s stories by reflecting the characteristics of South
Korea's multicultural society mostly populated by Asian immigrants. In conventional
multicultural stories, a conflict between Asian immigrants and multicultural families
was the main was a common theme. However, this study concludes that multicultural
children’s stories should introduce different culture and values based on their correct
understanding and proposes specific plans to develop classic Asian fairy tale
collections.

For this, this paper analyzed current collections of the world's classic fairy tales
and realized that classic Asian fairy tales haven't been properly written. In particular,
in addition to a quantitative issue, same and limited stories have been read to children
continuously while there hasn’t been a comprehensive data survey.

To develop classic Asian fairy tale collections, therefore, this study proposes a
specific direction based on the research on immigrants oral tales, which has been
conducted for about 3 years. The results found the followings: First of all, it is most
urgent to diversify stories by collecting Asian fairy tales. This study also proposes
culture-centered fairy tales, not conventional theme or lesson-focused stories. In other

words, this paper proposes value culture, nature culture, living culture, and history



248 Q2 A

culture Asian fairy tale collections. So in this study, specific cases were presented
through Chinese tales “Nien Monsters and The Origin of New Year's Day customs
and Mongolian tales “The Origin of Camel's Horns .

Culture-centered collection of traditional Asian fairy tales is more attractive and
interesting than multicultural fairy tales that put the theme of unity and harmony at
the forefront. Therefore, Asian traditional fairy tales will practice true multicultural

education and mutual culture for children.

Key Words
Collection of the World Classic Fairy Tales, Collection of Classic Asian Fairy

Tales, multicultural fairy tales, immigrants, folktale, multicultural education
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