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Empathy Education in Asian Trickster Tale-based

Intercultural Education

— Focusing on ‘sameness, not ‘difference’ —

Oh, Jung—Mi

This study attempted to investigates intercultural education, with a focusing
on ‘sameness, unlike conventional ‘difference-based intercultural education,
suggesting ‘empathy education,” ‘Empathy education” refers to the formation
of empathy in which all people are equal under the concept of ‘sameness by
discovering sameness among different cultures,

To realize this such empathy education, this study covered trickster tales
that arehave been told in the Republic of Korea, China, Vietnam, and
Kazakhstan and proposed contents of empathy education to be implemented
through such tales. In these tales, a trickster is a character that realizes his
egocentric life desire, and at the same time, isforms empatheticy, by treating
both immigrants and natives equally. In trickster tales, people share
everything. Specifically, they share emotions, such as desire and pain. Such
multilayered emotions are experienced through trickster tales, ultimately
making people realize that they are all the same with common life goals. In
other words, they discover ‘sameness, not intercultural differences, through
such tales and experience sameness-based empathy.

TheA search for the meaning and direction of empathy education through
trickster tales was to introduce intercultural education based on ‘sameness.’ It
is anticipated that such intercultural education focusing on ‘sameness’, not
‘difference’, would positively impact an immigrant women-led Korean

multicultural society.,
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Key words : intercultural education, empathy education, difference, sameness, folktale,
trickster tale, multicultural education



