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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on Immigrant Folktale Researchers’ Multicultual
Sensitivity Development from the Perspective of

Transformative Learning

Youngsoon Kim - Youngsub Oh

The purpose of this study is to explore the development of multicultural sensitivity of
post-doctoral researchers who have participated in a national project of multicultual
research, For theoretical frameworks, Bennett(2004)’s developmental model of
intercultural sensitivity(DMIS) and Mezirow(1995)’s transformative learning were used.
As qualitative case study, this study interviewed 4 researchers in K university two times.
Research results are as follows: First, based on the DMIS, research participants’
multicultural sensitivity was developed from ethno-centrism to ethno-relativism, that is to
say, from the level of defense or minimization to the level of adaptation or integration.
Second, from the perspective of transformative learning, the reason of multicultural
sensitivity development is critical reflection on their own encounter of immigrants and
other cultures. The reflection transformed research participants’ meaning perspective or
meaning scheme. Therefore, this study provides implications such as the importance of
critical reflection in multicultural sensitivity education, systemic and continual program for

professionals, and cultural exchange with immigrants,

Key words

Developmental Model of Intercultural Sensitivity(DMIS), Transformative Learning, Critical

Reflection, Post-doctoral Researchers
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