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Abstract

Study on the Educational Plan to Enhance Intercultural Abilities
Using the Oral Folktales of Immigrants who Moved to Korea

Kim, Jeong—Eun

As a way of enhancing the intercultural ability needed for
diverse cultural eras, this study focuses on the “narration” of the
Italian education scholar Maddalena De Carlo in order to determine
the “diverse values” created by the “symbolic representation”
based on the folktales narrated by immigrants living in Korea.
Through this, it specifically presents educational elements and
contents that can raise relative sensitivity.

The authors of this paper have connected, empathized, and
communicated with people of various cultures in order to go
beyond Carlo’s discussion. The paper discusses the expansion of
cultural sensitivity as an element of education through narrative
topics using the folktales of immigrant narrators in Korea. It also
recognizes the limitations of a desire for a homogeneous union
within an intercultural society and thus formulates educational
contents for creating a relationship with heterogeneous ideas
through the elimination of communication barriers through
heterogeneity and a consideration of the surface and the back.
This is systemized in six steps. Step 1: Listening to oral folktales
of immigrants, Step 2: Finding heterogeneous motifs imprinted in
the immigrants’ memories, Step 3: Understanding the meaning of

the opposing qualities symbolized by heterogeneous motifs, Step 4:
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Creating narrative topics containing the key motifs, Step 5:
Generating the value of symbolic representation as a narrative
topic, and Step 6: Expanding the value of life into a cultural
symbol.

In Chapter 3, this study focuses on educational contents using
mmigrants’ folktales by applying these six steps. The class
contents include the recognition of the limitations of desire for a
homogeneous union within an intercultural society and the
consideration of how to create a relationship with heterogeneous
1deas through the elimination of communication barriers through
heterogeneity and consideration of the surface and the back.

This paper then compares the Indonesian folktale, 7he Inverted
Ship Mountain and the Mom'’s Mountain, with the world-famous
Oedipus myth, to determine what the symbolic representation of
these heterogeneous motifs is. In Step 6, when the symbolic
system is culturally extended, the incestuous desire that appears
in the “inverted ship” is interpreted as a fixation that was created
when the character sought to unite with homogenous idea. The
Cambodian folktale, 7he Girl and the Tiger, is a story that is
reminiscent of the Korean folktale, The Old Man with a Lump.
Through the motif in “Tiger,” this paper generates a narrative
topic that will enhance the students’ intercultural abilities by
culturally expanding their skills in how to relate with a
heterogeneous being that is usually represented as an animal. The
Vietnamese folktale, 7he Coconut Bowl, similar to the Korean
folktale, GureongDeongDeong SinSeonBi, is a story that draws a
variety of considerations about the surface and theback, and it

shows readers how to build a relationship with a heterogeneous



idea and how to develop and grow with such a relationship.
Thus, if a narrative topic is generated and readers are able to
empathize using an opposing feature formed by the core motif of
the folktale, it becomes possible, through immigrant folklore, to
construct a possibility of a new life through the formation of a

relationship with an unfamiliar and heterogeneous culture.

Key words : immigrants, narration, intercultural abilities, heterogeneity, narrative
topics, cultural sensitivity, Cambodian folktale, Vietnamese folktale,

Indonesian folktale



