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The Characteristics and Significance of Immigrants Telling Tales
as New Korean Literature

—In order to extend and enhance the quality of multicultural literacy—

Shin, Dong-hun

The purpose of this study is to consider the characteristics and
significance of multicultural immigrants telling tales as a response to this
current trend: the globalization and futuristic development of Korean
language culture. According to the results of conducting filed wok on oral
literature targeting immigrants, they are becoming the new and meaningful
agents of Korean literature. The tales they tell have great cultural
significance equipped with both ethnic specialty and prototype universality.
As the essence of oral culture, folk tales vividly exhibit aesthetic power as
well as valuable world view. It is particularly noticeable as it forms a new
territory of Korean literature in terms of narrating agents and contents. In
fact, it can be the drive and stimulant to recover folk tale telling culture
that is in crisis now in a new way.

What this study specially focuses on regarding immigrants telling folk
tales is the process of cultural communication and extension. The process
that immigrants and settlers sit down together and tell and listen to a tale
itself is characterized as a field to actualize culture vividly. Multicultural
communication grounded on folk tales is noteworthy in the following
aspects. First, it is where knowledge and information of language and
culture can be extended most effectively and densely. Second, through
insight about the hidden context of culture, one can understand other
culture more deeply and objectively. Third, tale-telling realizes bidirectional
understanding and extension of culture through mutual communication and
communion effectively. Fourth, cultural communication grounded on
tale-telling actualizes deep and natural humane communion and harmony.
Communication with immigrants through folk tales can be said to be the
best way to enhance multicultural literacy which is a new trend of language
and literature education.

Racial migration and encountering extraneous culture create precious
opportunities to re-create culture in a more developmental way. It is
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necessary to accept immigrants’ tales as Korean literature positively and
secure them as our cultural property wisely. This will help immigrants to
solidify their own identity and elevate their self-esteem, and it can also be
the drive to revive and develop Korean language and literature. Breaking
the border between Koreans and immigrants, we should vitalize literary
communication overall through folk tales. It would be the shortest and most
effective path to unfold happy and beautiful language culture.

Key words ) multicultural society, marriage immigrants, oral literature, folk tales, cultural
communication, cultural literacy, multicultural literacy
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