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Hello, my name is Kwon Boduerae and I study and teach at Korea
University in  South Korea. Today, I would like to talk about the
"time—space" of modern Korean literature. In particular, the focus will be on

the writers Yi In—jik and Yi Ki—yong.

I titled this lecture as "Time—space of modern Korean literature," but
actually, this title is not that simple. This is due to the limitations of the
name "Korea" itself. If you think "Korea" is the same word as "Han'guk," it
would not be a problem. The name "Korea" is said to have originated from
foreigners' pronunciation of the country name "Koryd," that was the name of
a country that existed 700, 800, or even more years ago.

However, strictly speaking, the name "Han'guk" is an abbreviation of "The
Republic of Korea." The Republic of Korea was a country that emerged in
the southern part of the Korean Peninsula in 1948 nd continues to exist to
this day, and I'm a citizen of that nation. In this class, when we refer to
"Korea," we are not only referring to the Republic of Korea but also to the
history of the Korean Peninsula before its establishment. I hope that you can
keep that in mind.

For example, we will begin our discussion from the period of Chosén or
the Great Han Empire. Choson was founded in the late 14th century, in 1392.
During its last period, it was also known as the Great Han Empire. The
Great Han Empire. There was a time when an empire existed on the Korean
Peninsula. It was a brief period of just over ten years. However, the Choson
dynasty from before was part of a certain system. We can call it the
Sinocentric system. It was centered around China, which still exists as a

country in East Asia. For example, the Korean Peninsula, Japan, Vietnam, and
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other regions were all part of this system. They shared a writing system, a
calendar, and a similar system of governance. Above all, they lived as part of
that system, sending formal greetings to China at the end and beginning of
the year. Since this is a somewhat complicated story, those who are more
curious can learn more about it, in another occasion. However, when a new
name was coined for the country of Korea, that is the Great Han Empire,
people entered into a different world from the one they had been living in.
This period is often referred to as the "kaehang" or "Open Ports Period".
The Korean term "kaehang" means literally "to open a port." It means that
the Korean Peninsula had been conducting trade with other regions within a
very limited range, and then entered a stage in which it traded with various
countries in the world. The first event that initiated this was the Kanghwa
Treaty of 1876, a treaty signed with Japan. After that, Korea also made a
treaty with the United States, experiencing changes like this, and gradually
moving away from a world that believed China to be its center. Of course,
prior to this time, there must have been a hunch among Korean people that
"we are people who live on the Korean Peninsula and, thus, are a distinct
group." Relatively early, a unique language developed, and a unique writing
system had already been used since the 15th century. However, the
awareness that "we are people who live within one country. That is more
important than anything else," seems to have become common after the
opening of the country. Around this time, issues such as "how can we make
Choson or the Great Han Empire stronger?" "How can we stand as one of
the members of the world?" and "how can we live as a member of Choson or

of the Great Han Empire?" began to arise.

I have chosen Y1 In—jik as a representative author of this period. Yi In—jik
1s known above all as a writer of new fiction or "sin sosdl". When we say
"sin sos0l (new fiction)," it literally means "new novels." In the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, various new literary attempts were emerging in the
late Choson period. So at the time, people who wrote novels were strongly
aware that the "novel" was a new genre. Therefore, Yi In—jik i1s generally
known as the first author to create such new fiction. He also played an

active role as a journalist, as modern newspapers began to emerge around
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this time. Prior to that, the newspaper culture had not developed much on
the peninsula. In fact, the idea of everyone knowing important news was
seen as somewhat unsettling. There are even some records saying that
during the Choson period, people who created and distributed anything similar
to a newspaper were even executed. This suggests that the modern and

contemporary eras we live in now are quite different from the past.

Yi In—jik is also famous for his collaboration with the Japanese during the
period of the Japanese occupation, which 1s a highly controversial topic in
Korea. Collaborating with the Japanese is often understood as taking Japan's
side, betraying one's own people, and selling out one's country. As it is a
complex issue and one that 1s still difficult to discuss today, I will only touch
on this topic briefly. I mention Yi In—jik's collaboration with the Japanese
because 1t 1s recorded that he was involved in practical work when the
Korean peninsula was annexed by Japan. His novels may also have

problematic aspects, and in fact, some of his works do contain such elements.

Let's take a closer look at one of his novels, <Hyol @i nu (Tears of
Blood)>, which is considered the first "new fiction". The title means 'tears
of blood," maybe hinting at a time when there were many reasons to shed
tears of blood. This novel was published in 1906, more than a century and
over ten years ago. Its setting, however, is a bit earlier, from 1894 to 1902.
1894 was a very complex year on the Korean Peninsula. At that time, there
was a large—scale popular uprising called the Tonghak Peasant Movement.
Chinese troops were deployed to help suppress it, and there were
complicated international treaties involving this dispatch of Chinese troops.
Consequently, Japan dispatched troops under the pretext of assisting in the
suppression as Chinese troops had been already dispatched. Ultimately, China
and Japan engaged in a direct confrontation during this period, which 1is

known as the First Sino—Japanese War.

The novel <Tears of Blood>, or <Hydl i nu>, is set against the backdrop
of this war. The novel's spatial background is Pyongyang in the middle of the
First Sino—Japanese War. The war took place in Pyongyang, now capital of

North Korea. The novel revolves around a young girl who lived in this city,
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lost her parents during the war, and how she grows up in the aftermath.
This is the basic plot of the novel. This protagonist's name is Kim Ok—rydn,
and she is from a commoner background, perhaps unsurprisingly. This novel
1s different from previous works, where the focus was on the lives of noble
families. In the novels around this time, ordinary people are becoming more
important. Ok—ryon lost her parents during the war, or more precisely, was
separated from them. It must've been difficult for a young girl to lose her
parents during the war. However, Ok—ryon managed to get help from a
Japanese military officer and crossed over to Japan for education. Later, she
even went to the United States for education. If we trace the path that
Ok—ryon took, it would look something like this. It doesn’t look very clear,
right? Here, you can see the Korean Peninsula above. Ok—ryon crossed from
Pyongyang on the Korean Peninsula to Osaka in Japan, where she received
her education. However, some issues arose, such as her adoptive mother no
longer showing affection for her. Because of this, she boarded a ship to San
Francisco, but did not stay there. Instead, she continued her journey to
Washington D.C., the capital of the United States, where she received her
education. Actually, scenes of Ok—ryon's life in the United States are not
emphasized in the novel. In fact, they are only briefly mentioned and do not
take up many pages. The main focus of the story is on her experiences
during the war in Pyongyang, her education in Japan, and her struggles with
her stepmother. So, in a way, <Tears of Blood> can be seen as an
exploration of a very unfamiliar space for the Koreans of that time.
Moreover, as a young girl traveling through Japan to the United States,
Ok—ryon's experiences would have been even more challenging. Yi In—jik
may have been quite familiar with Japan. He had experience studying abroad
and working as a journalist there. However, he may not have been as
knowledgeable about the United States. Furthermore, even familiar spaces

such as Japan may have been very unfamiliar for Koreans at that time.

In the novel, as Ok—ryon travels through Japan, Yi In—jik writes as
follows: "Everything was new to Ok—ryodn's eyes. At the port, three masts of
a ship rose high like trees, and on the street, two or three—story houses

looked like they were floating in the clouds. The train moved like a
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centipede, spewing smoke from its mouth, while the ship rolled and swayed

as if in a storm."

From our perspective, it is difficult to imagine her experience of everything
for the first time. There are descriptions of the port, the sight of ships
packed tightly, the busy developed market, and the view of two— or
three—story houses are described. When seeing a train, a steamship, or a
trolley for the first time, how should one understand them? We try to make
sense of those while recollecting what we already knew in relation to those
things. For example, describing the train as "moving like a centipede" and the
sound of the ship as "the thundering of a storm." That is to say that it is
described in a way that is similar to when thunder strikes and an earthquake
occurs. Kim Ok—ryon might have approached Japan and the United States

with an attitude of both intimidation and curiosity.

An important location for <Tears of Blood> 1s the space of the school. In
particular, school spaces in Japan are crucially important in the novel. It must
have been similar to this. As in, the scenery of Japanese girls' schools during
the Meii era, which 1s the late 19th to early 20th century, was somewhat
similar to this. It i1s said that Kim Ok—ryon attended this type of school, and
it 1s mentioned that she pursued her education even after moving to the
United States. However, maybe because it was difficult for Yi In—jik to
experience and understand the United States? The scenery of American
classrooms or urban areas 1s not depicted in detail. After completing her
education, what did Ok—ryon become? <Tears of Blood> does not develop
long enough to show what kind of life Ok—ryon lived. However, we can
roughly infer from the last scene. Ok—rydn promises to get married to a
young man who crossed over to the United States with her. They probably
had a modern wedding like this, and they certainly had ambitions and

aspirations to change the country and live as elites in society.

I'm not sure if this wedding looks like a modern wedding, but this photo
was taken in the 1910s. In the era when Ok—rydn would have likely been
married, the early 1900s, wedding dresses had not yet appeared on the

Korean peninsula, so this would have been considered a fairly modern
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ceremony. It looks like there were two pairs of newlyweds, and the
composition of the picture, in which men and women daringly pose one next
to the other is also interesting. Who knows, maybe the man in <Tears of
Blood> wore his tailcoat instead of a "hanbok". In the novel, the couple made
a pledge, "We will make our country prosperous in the future. We get
married with that thought in mind," and then disappeared from the story,

ending it without conclusion. The sequel was not properly completed.

Through the novel <Tears of Blood>, we caught a brief glimpse of the
landscape of the Korean Peninsula in the 1900s. At that time, the world was
expanding rapidly, but most of Koreans had little knowledge about it. Their
program to make Korea prosperous was lacking in specificity. Therefore, the

narrative in the novel is somewhat speculative in such context.

The aspirations of Ok—ryon and Ku Wan—s6 may have been different from
what actually happened in history. This is what Ku Wan—s6 says "We will
combine Japan and Choson to create a large country and make our country
strong." So, what Ku Wan—s0 envisioned was not limited to just the Korean
peninsula. Positively speaking, we could think of it as something similar to
the current EU or EC. A kind of union, and in some cases, it could even
become a federation. It is unclear if this was a possibility or if it was just a
mere 1% or 0.1% chance of it happening, but, in fact, what actually
happened in 1910 was announced under the name of "happang" or
"annexation". However, in reality, it was colonization. Here, the term "merger
("pyonghap")" is used. This is a print that was produced to commemorate the
so—called "merger". In the center, the Meiji Emperor is visible, with King

Kojong on the right and King Sunjong on the left, and so on.

After colonization, the Korean Peninsula experienced the dual trajectories of
modernization and colonization. Even modernization alone was probably not an
easy task. It 1is not easy to distinguish between modernization and
colonization, and to differentiate between the two in terms of their
characteristics, especially in the case of the Korean Peninsula. However, for
the first time, the class system was abolished and capitalism was introduced.

Even without colonization, this changing world would have been difficult. The

ol
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factor of colonization made it much more difficult.

This photo is from the Oriental Development Company, which was the
equivalent of the British East India Company. It was a company mainly
tasked with pioneering colonization. Colonization literally involves moving
people somewhere else. They made it possible for people who lived in Japan
to actually live in Korea. To do so, they would modify Korea for convenience
and move or plunder various resources on the Korean Peninsula, among other

changes.

We can’'t use simple terms when talking about the March First Movement.
It was a large—scale popular uprising movement that took place in 1919.
Although difficult to describe in detail, this movement lasted for about two
months and resulted in many sacrifices. The number of deaths alone 1is
estimated to be over 1,000. This estimate is not approximate, but rather a
precise number. This process firmly established the national consciousness
and the anti—Japanese sentiment of the Korean people. They rose up
throughout the country demanding independence and liberation, and in the end,
it resulted in the deaths of more than 1,000 people and the imprisonment of

tens of thousands.

Meanwhile, people like these female students seen below, who received
new education, also showed their presence. These people paved the way for
a new culture to emerge. These people are writers like Yi Kwang—su, Kim
Tong—in, and Yom Sang—sOp. These writers are crucial to understanding the
history of Korean literature, which flourished after the March First
Movement. However, today we will skip over these writers and look at Yi

Ki—yong.

Y:1 Ki—yong 1s famous for being a writer who focused on the realities of
workers and peasants. He can be considered one of the representative
writers of proletarian literature during the colonial era. After 1920, not long
after the March 1st Movement, the wave of socialism became very strong on
the Korean Peninsula. Through socialism, which address class issues, many
people began to believe that national liberation could also be achieved. One of

the most 1mportant representatives of those people was Yi Ki—yong. He
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wrote such novels and later continued to work in North Korea after the
division, until passing away in the 1980s. This could be a good topic for

another occasion. Through Yi Ki—yong, we can think about these issues.

Earlier, we've seen the photo of the Oriental Development Company, right?
Through such organizations, the plundering of the Korean Peninsula started in
full swing. This has many implications. First, there were a situation that
could be called the plundering of publicly owned land, or common land, also
called commons. Before modern times, property ownership, including land
ownership, was different from what we know today. Before that, exclusive
ownership was not highly developed, and, for example, when it came to
farmland, there was not only the landowner’s ownership but also the state’s
absolute ownership, and the people who lived and worked on the land had
ownership rights to a certain extent. It was a complex system. However, this
situation became a problem when the land survey projects launched in the
1910s. Through these colonial projects, the traditional land ownership system
was transformed into a modern one. However, as a result, we now know that
many farmers became even more impoverished and marginalized from their
land compared to the past. For example, the percentage of sharecroppers
reached nearly 80% of all farmers, and there are records of them paying a
much higher rent than the 50% standard. The 50% rent alone seems
terrifying, as it meant giving up half of one's crop yield after a year of hard
work. To put it in a more relatable context, it was like working hard for a
month and having to pay half of the income as rent, but the situation was

much more difficult than that.

Yi Ki—yong's novel, "Hometown," published between 1933 and 1934, deals
well with this situation. The main characters in the novel are one man and
one woman. The person shown here is the female protagonist named
'Kap—suk', and the person shown here is the male protagonist named 'Kim
Hti—jun'. Kap—suk 1s the daughter of a landlord, while Kim Hti—jun 1s a
farmer's son. At first, his family could make a living, but as Kim Hui—jun
went abroad to study, the family's living conditions became increasingly
difficult. Eventually, the two characters meet again in an unexpected situation

where their roles have reversed. Kim Hii—jun, the son of a farmer, takes on
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the role of a socialist leader. To be precise, Kap—suk is not the daughter of
a landlord but the daughter of a manager called "martim" who manages the
land on behalf of the landlord. The female character Kap—suk, who is the
daughter of a "marim" undergoes a transformation under the guidance of
Hui—jun, becoming a new person. This i1s the central theme of the story.
However, when summarizing the entire story based on these two characters,

the scenes that depict the other farmers are not properly explained.

One of these scenes is the "ture" scene. The "ture" is an old Korean
custom where people work together. Similar customs may exist in other
regions. The farmers' appearance is depicted in this scene as they start by
weeding the "marim"'s fields. This means removing weeds and performing
other related tasks. They wear towels on their heads and carry hoes. Can

you picture what they look like?

This phrase describes "with their calves exposed and the muscles bulging
like the stomach of a snake that has eaten a frog." It portrays the
appearance of the legs of the farmers while working in the fields, with their
legs bulging like "the stomach of a snake that has eaten a frog." This
describes a body that has been trained through labor, and such bodies are an
important part of this novel <Hometown>. The story also depicts how these
people resist against the landlords and the "marim"s and it also includes
simple tales of their victories. Today we've roughly examined the life of the
farmers and the spatio—temporal aspects of the Korean literature within the
context of the 1920s and 30s, a time when the farmers' lives and their

struggles against sharecropping were crucial.
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Hello. Today, we will examine writers of colonial modernism in Korea
under the topic of "The Space—Time of Modern Korean Novels." In
particular, we will focus on three writers: Yi Hyo—sok, Pak T'ae—won, and
Yi T'ae—jun.

Speaking of colonial modernism, this refers to the period when the Korean
Peninsula was under Japanese rule from 1910 to 1945. However, the colonial
period has left many complex issues that are still debated today. Some of
these 1ssues are probably familiar to all of you. One fundamental issue that
continues to be debated 1s the relationship between colonial exploitation and
modernization. During the colonial period, for example, the Korean Peninsula
experienced development in areas such as overall production, railways, roads,
urbanization, and the growth of factories. We cannot deeply delve into these
complex issues. Instead, we will figure out how modernization continued to

progress under the conditions of colonialism.

One significant aspect of modernization is urbanization. During the colonial
period, the city known today as Seoul was called Kyongsong or Keijo, and it
was at the center of urbanization. From this city, we see emerging trends
and writers that could be considered modernist or associated with colonial
modernism. If you were to ask "What is modernism?", that would be too
complex of an issue to discuss here. I'll try to explain it this way. The term
Modernism refers to the literary and artistic tendencies that emerged in
Europe from the late 19th century, especially around the time of World War
[. This includes fascination with modern civilization and a strong skepticism
toward it at the same time. It differed greatly from the easy novels and

poems we typically associate with literature, artistically as well as in form.

The first author we will examine is Yi Hyo—sok. He was born in 1907 and
passed away in 1942, in his mid—thirties. I am much older than Y1 Hyo—sok

now. He was born in P’yongch’ang, Kangwon Province. Have you ever been
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to Kangwon Province in Korea? Usually, when people think of Kangwon
Province, they associate it with the sea, mountains, vacations, and such. But
it's not that simple. After coming to Seoul from there, Yi Hyo—sok studied at
university and became sympathetic to socialist ideas. With this empathy, he
began his career as a fellow traveler writer. Fellow Travelers were writers
who did not directly participate in or join socialist organizations but worked
with similar themes. However, in the early 1930s, he shifted his focus from
socialist themes to an aestheticism that could be described as trend of
aesthetic movement or aestheticism. While these concepts have similar

connotations, I hope you can roughly understand what they mean.

If you were to ask Koreans about the name Yi Hyo—sok, they would likely
answer, "Ah! The writer of ‘When the Buckwheat Blooms’!" This is a very
famous work, but I won't go into detail about it. Shall I just mention the first
line? In this novel, the author describes the field of buckwheat flowers as

"serene, as if white salt had been sprinkled over it."

It's a description that is not at all ordinary, and it's what made the novel
famous above all else. The story itself could be summarized as "the search

for an old love of an itinerant vendor."

Today, I want to take a closer look at Yi Hyo—sok's first collection of
short stories, <Noryong Kiunhae>. "Noryong" means "Russian territory," so
the title means "the sea near the Russian territory." It's difficult to directly
connect these short stories or collections to urbanization or modernism.
However, as 1 mentioned earlier, Yi Hyo—sok started out as a Fellow
Traveler writer, and his works demonstrate a strong socialist tone.
Nevertheless, his works also show an interest in urban culture. On the other
hand, one can also see a pursuit of cosmopolitanism that transcends national
and regional boundaries under the pretext of socialism. Since this also has a
strong connection to modernism, we will take a closer look at it. Vladivostok,
called "Haesamwi" in Korea at that time, is where the story takes place.
Specifically, I will examine the short story "Pukguk Sasin" in "Noryong

Kiinhae".

"Pukguk Sasin" means "a private letter sent from the northern country," and
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it 1s written in the format of a letter sent to a friend. The setting of the
story 1s Vladivostok, near the northern Russian territory, where a young
Korean man shares various observations. However, the important event in the
story is when he meets a Russian woman named Sasha at a café. So it's a
bit strange. The pretext is socialism, the backdrop is Russia, and it's set in
Vladivostok. "Look at the lively scenery of a country that has just embraced
socialism," that's the pretext. But what takes up about two—thirds of the
novel is description of how attractive this woman Sasha is, how the narrator
I ended up winning the kiss auction she hosted, and how I came to glory.
Before we see the part about "the kiss auction", let's talk about who Sasha
1s. You'll see a strange mixture of socialism and aestheticism. Sasha is a
person who plays the guitar in a cafe at night and works as a female clerk
for a maritime security agency during the day. When she was in Moscow,
she also played the role of a revolutionary as a passionate member of the
Komsomol. Is it important that she is a revolutionary, or is it important that
she comes out to the café at night and displays such a fascinating
appearance? I mentioned "the kiss auction" earlier. Here, for no particular
reason and very suddenly a competition begins, where one person offers
more money than the last for the honor of receiving Sasha's kiss. And "I,"
who was already attracted to Sasha, participates in the auction and ends up
paying an absurd amount of money to get her kiss. "I" bid 1,000 rubles. It's
probably not more than 10 million won. But in the end, they confirmed their
love for each other. It's a somewhat romantic but very abstract story. I think
this demonstrates how Korean contemporary novels were expanding their

scope 1In this way.

Shall we now take a look at another writer, Pak T'ae—won? We have been
talking about Yi Hyo—sok and Yi T'ae—jun, along with him, today. There is a
reason why we are grouping them together. All three of them participated in
an organization called the "Kuinhoe (Group of Nine)". If we look at the
history of Korean literature, after the March 1st Movement, for about ten
years, soclalist literature played a central role in Korean literature. However,
as entered the 1930s, Japanese imperialist aggression accelerated, and

oppression of socialism intensified, while other literary trends began to
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emerge. One can view this positively or negatively, right? After the
previously mainstream social literature disappeared, there emerged a literature
that had originally been without rights or voices. One can also see this as
the flowering of various desires that had existed. The writer we saw earlier,
Yi Hyo—sok, and the writer Pak T'ae—won are part of this new trend. Pak
T'ae—won later defected to North Korea and played an important role in

North Korean literature. But that is a different story, so let's move on here.

These are the members of "Kuinhoe (Group of Nine)" and we can see Yi
Sang as well. On the right, we can see the institution's journal called <Si wa

Sosol>. Please take a look at it briefly as reference.

As [ mentioned earlier, urbanization progressed along with modernization
and colonization. To what extent was this the case? This photo does not
quite match the timeline. It is probably from the 1950s. However, if we
consider that this building already existed during the colonial period, we can
get a good perspective. This is the Mitsukoshi Department Store, which
opened its doors in Seoul in 1930. It still remains as Shinsegae Department
Store today. If you come to Seoul, you will be able to pass by Shinsegae
Department Store. Despite various challenges, this building has survived and
one can think "Ah, this i1s the building from 1930." Department stores and
wider roads were built, cars and cafes appeared, and people with modern
education 1n various field, that filled the space. However, the term

"metropolis" had a very limited meaning.

Let's compare the sizes of various metropolises in the 1930s. This is
statistics of the early 1930s. Seoul had a population of 700,000 at that time,
while Tokyo had 5.5 million and London had 8 million. By the late 1930s,
the region of Seoul had expanded to surpass 1 million people. Expanding the
region meant, this kind of measurements often occur, that administrative
measures to widen the boundaries of the city, which occurred in Seoul in the
1930s. However, a population of nearly 1 million was not a small number.
Even now, cities with populations of 1 million are not common. However, the
city of Seoul showed a somewhat complex development pattern. Depending on

the area, there were dual cities with more Japanese in the south and more
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Koreans in the north. Although there were department stores like the one
that you have seen earlier, overall there were many single—story buildings
and a monotonous cityscape. You can see some Western—style houses. Shall
we take a closer look at one building? This is a building that can still be
seen today. It was the Bank of Choson at the time, and it is now the Bank

of Korea.

Of the novels written by Pak T'ae—won, let's first take a closer look at
<A Day in the Life of Novelist Kubo>. It's a story about a novelist named
Kubo, to better say it, nicknamed Kubo, spending a day in Seoul. It's a kind
of novel that could still be written today. Kubo, a novelist with no fixed job,
had a day with no specific plans, so he strolls around town. He goes to this
or that teahouse. rides on a streetcar, wanders the streets, and visits this
and that store, including a department store. It's the kind of novel that could
only exist in a city. The term "urban flaneur" is famous in Europe, and it
could be said that the novel shows this side of the character. What was the
café scene like in the early 1930s? Shall we take a look? It's 2 p.m. at a
teahouse. What about 2 p.m. in Seoul these days? There will be some people
with no job, sitting there drinking tea, smoking cigarettes, listening to music,
mostly young people. However, these are young people who already seem
tired of life. Some of them may be able to show an energetic appearance,
well dressed and with vitality, but for some reason, Seoul's cafes, or
Kyongsong's cafes at that time, seemed to be the domain of the defeated. Is
this a somewhat complicated picture or a common one that can be seen

today?

Through the novel <A Day in the Life of Novelist Kubo>, we can see the
city’s downtown area and cafes. In contrast, the landscape depicted by Pak
T’ae—won in the novel <Ch'énbydn p'unggyong (Scenes by a Stream)> is
quite different. The novel is set on the area around to the present—day
Ch'onggyech’on, which was also called Ch'onggyech’on at that time. It is a
series of lengthy works depicting the scenery around Ch'onggyech’on,
organized so that character A and then B appear one after the other. The
first scene starts right here at this Ch'onggyech’on laundry site. Compared to

its present appearance, it 1s starkly different as almost 100 years have
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passed. The city shown here is inevitably different from the city in which
the novelist wandered around cafes. While the area is located in the city,
many aspects of it may appear more like rural communities to us nowadays.

We have just had a brief overview of novels set in Seoul during the 1930s.

Let's briefly look at Pyongyang since we cannot only focus on Seoul. This
is through the novelist Yi T'ae—jun. Yi T'ae—jun had a complex life, as one
would expect from anyone’s life. He grew up almost as an orphan and mainly
lived in Seoul, although he was originally from the Ch'orwon area of Kangwon
Province. However, he wrote one novel set in Pyongyang. As you might
know, Pyongyang is in North Korean territory today. Let's take a brief look
at Yi T'ae—jun's novel, <P'aegangnaeng>, in which "P'aegang" refers to the
Taedong River, which flows through Pyongyang. It can be inferred that the
novel 1s about Pyongyang. The novel was published in 1938. However, the
appearance of Pyongyang shown here i1s somewhat different from the one
shown by Yi Hyo—sok in Vladivostok or Pak T'ae—won in Seoul. It means
that 1t is not the appearance of a modern city. Could it be because
Pyongyang was a less developed city? Not necessarily. Of course, it was less
developed than Seoul, but it was also an area that was more enthusiastic
about modernization than any other region. It was an area that quickly
acquired the characteristics of a modern city. However, Y1 T'ae—jun does not
try to capture this aspect. The Pyongyang he sees is a city full of nostalgia,

illuminated by his nostalgic gaze.

Shall we take an example? This is a story about "Pubyokru," a traditional
Korean architectural style. It is a building with only a roof and no walls,
usually built to enjoy the scenery. It is a place that has deteriorated as time
passed, with only old frames hanging, without any bird visiting it. On the
other hand, there are the old wooden pillars from the Choson period and
these wooden decorations and a feeling of honest purity emanating from
them. This Pyongyang seems to have nothing to do with the modern
Pyongyang or even the Pyongyang of 1938. Yi T'ae—jun talks about why

"Korean nature looks so sad" while showing this kind of Pyongyang.

What you can see is the view of Pubyokru. On the right side is the current
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view of Pubyokru. You can also see Pyongyang people doing morning
exercises. Why did Yi T'ae—jun show a slightly different sense than
modernity in 1938 in his novel <P’aegangnaeng>? Yi T'ae—jun was one of
the members of the Kuinhoe, with a somewhat retro orientation, one could
say. He was a writer who strongly expressed nostalgia for disappearing
things. For instance, books and old oriental landscapes that were disappearing,
or something like orchids and old collections. He had a particular love for
various antiques from the Choson period. Therefore, even as he wrote very
stylistic sentences as a modernist living in modern cities, Yi T'ae—jun did not
turn a blind eye to disappearing things. The era in which <P’aegangnaeng> is
set 1s a time when the value of what is disappearing was significant in many

respects.

It was such a time that three characters appear in the novel. The writer,
"Hyon," 1s the speaker, and there 1s a teacher named "Pak," as well as a
businessman named "Kim," who is a successful entrepreneur. On the other
hand, "Pak" is a teacher who teaches Korean, but it's 1938, and the hours of
Korean teaching were diminishing. Half of the teaching hours are gone, and
he will soon be expelled from school. In fact, Hyon, the novelist, ran to
Pyongyang after receiving this letter. At the end of <Paegangraeng>, there
1s a quote from the ancient Eastern book <Chu yok>. It roughly translates
to "When you step on the frost, think that it will be hard ice." It means "It's
not yet cold. Colder and harsher days will come." Modernists also had to
give up the short—lived freedom of style, and a time when it would become
difficult to create in Korean and han'glil was fast approaching. As a result,
the writers seen earlier eventually had to start writing in Japanese as well.
Yi Hyo—sok, Pak T'ae—won, and Yi T'ae—jun also found it challenging to

avoid this fate. And then, a new era would come.
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When we think about the 1930s and 40s, our feelings are complicated.
Perhaps most people will be think of World War II. Fortunately, nowadays
we haven't seen such large—scale disasters. The Second World War had a

significant impact on the Korean Peninsula, as we all know.

Starting from an area called Manchuria in 1931, Japan began a war of
invasion across the Chinese mainland in 1937. Meanwhile, control over the
Korean Peninsula became much stricter. It was all part of a much larger plan
for Japan's expansion of its empire. There were many changes. On the left is
a picture of something not from the Korean Peninsula, but from Taiwan.
Mandatory use of the Japanese language was forced in Japan's colonies.
Japanese had to be used in school and at home. On the right is a scene of
training volunteer soldiers. They initially recruited colonial youth from places
like Taiwan and Choson to be volunteer soldiers, but later they were
conscripted. Young men and women were also forcibly conscripted for labor

or for sexual slavery with the euphemism of "comfort women."

It was a difficult situation, but there were several changes that occurred
during this period. Today, we will look at two writers who worked during the
period of colonization, the war, and division. As for the writers from the end
of colonial period, I would like to introduce Kim Sa-—ryang, and for writers
who dealt with issues of liberation, division, and war, we're going to examine
Ch'oe In—hun.

Kim Sa—ryang i1s a writer who i1s famous for actively writing in Japanese.
As you saw earlier, in any region, the use of Japanese as the national
language and writing in it became mandatory, and in such a situation, the
influence of Japanese could only increase over time in the everyday life of
Koreans. This tendency was clear in the daily lives of Koreans. Meanwhile,
writers who mainly wrote in Japanese and were recognized In Japanese

literary circles began to emerge. Kim Sa—ryang 1s one of them. If someone
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wrote in Japanese at that time, it is easy to assume that individual had a
pro—Japanese attitude, but the case of Kim Sa—ryang is much more
complicated. Shortly before liberation, in early 1945, he went to China and
escaped from the influence of Japan. Then, he even showed enthusiasm for
joining a unit called the Korean Volunteer Corps, which strove for Korea's

independence.

However, the issue of writing in Japanese was a somewhat different
problem from political involvement. When we think about it, which one 1is
more necessary? It is a matter of either persisting to write in Korean or,
spreading information about the issues of Korea in Japanese, or pushing

forward the idea of resistance, even in Japanese.

Kim Sa-ryang's novel, <Into the Light>, is a novel centered around a boy
named Yamada Haruo. Yamada Haruo is introduced in this way: "He was a
strange child. He always kept to himself, watching the other kids from a safe
distance." He was bullied, but at the same time, he bullied children younger
than himself. He also had a gloomy appearance. Although he was a child, he
had little hair, was too tall, had slightly glassy, with a predominant sclera.
This child is actually of mixed Japanese and Choson heritage, and therefore
faces a strong identity problem. The plot of the novel revolves around how
he can solve his own problem. This is the general summary of the novel.
The narrator of this novel 1s a student at the University of Tokyo who is
involved in some sort of volunteering. Although he i1s from Choson himself,
he 1s also someone who lives and is treated like a Japanese person. So, the
setting of this novel is naturally Japan. Although writers like Kim Sa—ryang
did not always set their novels in Japan, there are also important works set
there. Among the Japanese regions, it 1S the Oshiage area on the outskirts of
Tokyo. This is typical of the outskirts of major cities. There are also such
areas 1n Osaka, such as Ikaino. Oshiage, in the vicinity of Tokyo, was also a
place where many Choson people lived, and was famous for being an area
where poor people lived with factories were nearby. It seems that this area
was famous for such things. This novel depicts the encounter between a
university student from Choson who went on volunteering in this area and a

half—Japanese, half—Choson boy who was also a troublemaker from this area
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That's what <Into the Light> is about. I hope you can keep this in mind.

As you might have noticed, I am going back and forth between the titles
<In the Light> and <Into the Light> I must emphasize again that "In the
Light" was not originally written in Korean. Once again, I would like to
emphasize that it was written in Japanese. The title in Japanese is "Jtoeh|Z
(hikari no nakani)" and can be translated as <Into the Light> or <In the
Light>. Is it <In the Light>, or is it <Into the Light>, directed towards the
light? In the last part of the novel, the protagonist, Yamada Haruo, is taken
by the narrator, Mr. Nam (in Japanese, Mr. Minami), to a department store
and a park in downtown Tokyo. I brought in a description of that scene. You
can see Matsuya Department Store on the left and the landscape of Ueno
Park on the right.

What is a Korean novel? Is it a novel set in Korea? Written in Korean?
Dealing with Korean issues? Written by Koreans? Various approaches are
possible. While falling under the category of Korean novels, there are many
works that show attempts at variety. In the case of <Into the Light>, it is
set outside of Korea and written in a language other than Korean, yet it is

still discussed within the framework of Korean literature.

Among the various topics, the existence of Zainichi (Korean residents in
Japan) is worth thinking about again today. Zainichi are somewhat different
from Yamada Haruo in <Into the Light>. Yamada Haruo was a mixed—race
child. Zainichi refers to people who crossed over from Korea to Japan during
the colonial era but are living permanently in Japan. They have already
entered the third generation. Will there be a fourth generation? Yes, there
will be. When thinking of such people, I believe <Into the Light> is a novel
worth remembering. Recently, a novel called <Pachinko> has also become
famous, highlighting the existence of Zainichi. There have always been people
who can be considered as existing between nations, and we are becoming
gradually unable to stay within one nation. That is the final thought I would
like to add.

Shall we skip ahead and talk about the author Ch'oe In—hun? It is not easy

to find common aspects between Ch'oe In—hun and Kim Sa-ryang, the author
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we have discussed, but they were both from North Korea. Kim Sa—ryang
was from P'vongan Province. Ch'oe In—hun is from the right—hand side of
North Korea, in Hamgyong Province. During the Korean War, he fled to the
South and has lived there ever since. Ch'oe In—hun's <The Square> is a
widely renown novel among Koreans, set against the backdrop of the Korean
War and published in 1960. What comes to mind when you hear "Korean
War"? I first think of refugees and the suffering of the people. The image of
the photo on the left may come to mind, or perhaps the thought of bombings.
There were many bombings during the war, and recent studies have explored
this topic. So, for those who are interested in learning more about it, you
may refer to them. Ch'oe In—hun also deals with the theme of bombings in
various forms in his novels. However, <The Square> is not a novel that
directly focuses on the war's frontlines. This means that the center of <The
Square> is not the scenes of refugees or the horrors of bombings that were
commonplace during the Korean War. That's not the focus of <The Square>.

And that might also be the secret to the popularity of the novel.

As mentioned earlier, <The Square> was published in 1960, almost ten
years after the Korean War. During those ten years, a variety of novels were
published, most of which focused on portraying the horrors of the war. This
was probably inevitable. Moreover, from the perspective of many Koreans,
the war seemed unjustifiable. Some may not think so. While some North
Koreans may have anticipated a future in which the entire Korean peninsula
became a socialist state, for most people, however, the war was akin to a
senseless internal conflict. In the South, the government promoted a policy of
northward expansion and reunification, but it was difficult for people to see
clear ideological oppositions in their daily lives. The war was not between
hostile nations but rather a situation in which their own families and friends

were living in regions where the war was fought.

<The Square> tackles this issue by exploring the root cause of the war.
In the 1950s, novels asked, "Why did this war happen in the first place?
Why was this war so terrible?" "I don't know. I'm just overwhelmed by this
war." If they responded this way, then <The Square> responded to this war

in a completely different way. The focus of the response was on the issue of
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prisoners of war. The issue of prisoners of war during the Korean War was
not a simple one. In fact, it is not an exaggeration to say that the war was
prolonged because of the prisoner of war issue. The war itself had become a
stalemate within a year, and discussions on a ceasefire agreement had begun.
But it was impossible to do so because there were many prisoners of war
being held. This simple solution of just returning the prisoners of war to
their home countries was no longer possible. In previous wars, when
prisoners of war were captured, it was natural for them to be returned to
their home countries or enslaved. But at this point in the war, complex
issues of human rights and freedom began to influence how the war was
viewed. This was the case all over the world, and the Korean War
represented a very important and critical point. As a result, the war was
prolonged because of questions like whether to just send the prisoners of
war back to their home countries or to respect each individual's will to

choose where to go.

The novel <The Square> depicts a young man from South Korea who
defected to the North, fought as a North Korean officer, and then became a
prisoner of war, but refused to choose either North or South. This 1s unique.
There were actually people who made this choice. It 1s recorded that there
were 76 such people. Isn't that a small number considering the large number
of people who participated in the war? The image on the right shows Chinese
troops who participated in the Korean War and later chose Taiwan, holding
the flag of Taiwan and boarding a plane. This is a choice that can be thought
of more easily, unlike choosing the North as a South Korean or the South as

a North Korean.

However, <The Square> took a different path. This could also be the
reason why <The Square> has kept its relevance for so long. It was first
published in November 1960 in the format that can be seen on the left.
Since then, it has been published several times as a standalone book, and the
content has been revised several times. It has been revised around ten times,
making it a difficult task to determine which version to read. The protagonist
of <The Square> is a young man named Yi Myong—jun. As mentioned

earlier, he 1s from South Korea but chose to join North Korea. He wanted to
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g0 to a neutral country, but did not make it. Instead he disappears. Most
likely he committed suicide, At that time, the neutral country was India, at
least in reality. India played a complex role in the Korean War, but should
we skip that? Are you curious? India did not directly participate in the
Korean War, but provided medical support. Nehru, the prime minister of India
at the time, was very concerned that the Korean War would escalate into a
world war. Many people around the world were worried at that time.
Therefore, in a sense, India's neutrality played an important role in
determining the fate of the prisoners of war. Here, we can see an Indian
general, as well as prisoners of war who chose to go to a neutral country

before leaving for India.

This scene i1s famous in <The Square>. It is depicted in a way where the
North and South Korean officers ask, "Which way will you go?" In reality,
history was different, but let's pass it as literary license. "I will go to a
neutral country," the protagonist Yi Myong—jun says. Despite various
persuasion attempts, he chooses to go to a neutral country. Korean literature
faced a completely different space after liberation and through division and
war. It faced a divided Korean peninsula, not the entire Korean peninsula.
This 1s still an ongoing and insurmountable constraint. Before 1986, when
most Koreans were prohibited from traveling abroad, it meant being
completely closed off from the world. It was like being trapped in South
Korea. In reality, it could be said that it was an island. <The Square>
shows the paradoxical vast imagination of those trapped on this island. By
doing so, it requests a reconsideration of the Korean War, which is the origin
of this current trapped situation, and suggests a plan for a different history.
In this regard, one can say that <The Square> i1s a novel that resonates

with the April Revolution.

The April Revolution in 1960 was very important. It was not only an event
that ousted Rhee Syngman, who had been the president for over 10 years
since the founding of the country, but also a moment of going beyond deep
despair, beyond the poverty that had plagued Koreans until then. A moment
that allowed Koreans to go beyond their sense of defeat in front of

non—democracy and dictatorship. I hope you have a chance to examine it
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more closely later.
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When talking about modern—day Korea, it 1s difficult to avoid mentioning
the figure of Park Chung—hee. Park Chung—hee was the President of South
Korea from 1963 to 1979. Prior to becoming President in 1963, he had
already seized power for two years. In 1961, there was a coup d'état known
as the May 16th coup, in which Park Chung—hee played a leading role. For
those who are interested in Korea, the narratives of the April Revolution and
the May 16th coup may be familiar. The former president Rhee Syngman had
caused many problems during his 10 years in power, and was eventually
forced to step down due to the April Revolution, a nationwide student—led

uprising demanding democracy.

It can be said that this movement was an important gene for modern—day
Korea. After all, Korean demonstrations are renown. It would have been great
if we could say, "We lived well after the April Revolution," but unfortunately,
that was not the case. After the April Revolution, there was about a year of
serious turmoil. People who had experienced the power of demonstrations
chose to continue to use that method despite various minor inconveniences.
There were also voices demanding various rights, and on the other hand,
there were many political parties and the media grew more influential. In a
way, it was a time of chaos, but also a time of natural diversity. Overall, it
seems that people couldn't handle the situation. The May 16th coup in 1961
was an event that occurred at the end of this chaos or release of tension.
We will avoid discussing the political significance of this event. Even today,
when talking with Korean friends or acquaintances, reactions about Park
Chung—hee vary greatly. Some people like him very much, while others

dislike him strongly, but political talk is usually avoided.

Focusing on economic growth, we will now take a look at Korean novels
from the 1970s, and then skip ahead to think about the temporal and spatial

dimensions of contemporary Korean novels.
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Since becoming president in 1963, Park Chung—hee and his political power
led nationwide development at an astonishing pace. However, development, by
its nature, would have been slower with democratic procedures for gathering
opinions. I wonder if, if it had been slower but step by step, we would be
living in a more solid and trustworthy world today. If people had chosen a
different path than Park Chung—hee's speed—driven approach at that time...
But what happened in reality was the speed war led by Park Chung—hee.
The picture above shows a highway construction site. It looks quite different
from the current Kyongbu Expressway. The picture below shows development
in Kangnam (South of the Han River). It is hard to imagine Kangnam without
highways. You know Kangnam, right? You might remember Psy's "Kangnam
Style" which was a hit a few years ago. The river flowing through the center
of Seoul is the Han River, and the southern part of the Han River is called
Kangnam. The area of Soch'o—gu and Kangnam—gu are particularly called
Kangnam. To connect this area to the Seoul city center, bridges were
needed, and there was already a bridge built during the colonial era, which is
now called Hannam Bridge. As this bridge 1s directly connected to the
highway, it accelerated Kangnam's development. The price of land in the
Kangnam area increased by a thousand or two thousand times. Its history is
complicated, involving political and social issues, but we will not delve into

them today.

Looking at the growth and development of the 1960s and 70s, one
encounters the phenomenon of apartments. Of course, we should talk about
more fundamental changes, such as factories or changes in rural areas, but
the most noticeable change in daily life was apartments. On the left i1s a
photo from the 1960s when apartments were newly built in Youido. On the
right 1s a more famous photo. Now there are apartment buildings in Kangnam,
But in this scene a farmer is tilling a field. This was only fifty years ago.
What does Seoul look like today?

While Seoul was undergoing such changes, there were several writers who
experimented with literary possibilities in the city's space. Among them, I

would like to briefly introduce two writers, Ch'oe In—ho and Pak Wan—s0o. [
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hope that there will be other opportunities to discuss them in detail.

Ch'oe In—ho was born in 1945, the year of Korea's liberation from
Japanese colonial rule. He was one of the leading figures in the young
literary generation in the 1970s, known for his modern writing style and
fresh perspective. It is difficult to pinpoint what was so innovative about his
writing, but he was known for his lively and carefree attitude, with a lack of
obsession over what i1s deemed proper in society, and politics. He wrote brief

and speedy sentences, and showed a deep interest in the youth of the city.

One of his novels is called <The Stranger's Room>, published in 1971. I
would like to briefly examine this novel. As <The Stranger’'s Room> was
published in 1971, which is almost the same time period as the apartment
construction scenes that were shown in the slides earlier. The protagonist of
<The Stranger’s Room> is a young man who has recently married, who lives
In what appears to be an apartment. When he returns home from a business
trip, he expects his wife to be there, so he rings the doorbell, but there is
no answer. Then, someone from the neighboring apartment comes out and
asks, "Who are you? It might be the corridor—type apartment. After this, the
scene that unfolds is the one we just talked about. The protagonist says, "I
live next door." But the neighbor responds, "I've been living in this apartment
for three years and have never seen someone like you before." Amidst this
chaotic exchange, the protagonist enters his home but his wife is nowhere to
be seen. He becomes entranced by a hallucination or delusion in which
objects seem to grow larger, the table becomes larger and chairs assert their
presence, and the refrigerator hums and roars. He feels as though he is
becoming more and more like an object, and the protagonist finds himself
spiraling. This i1s a rough outline of the novel. Currently, where do people
live? It has been around 20 years since the proportion of the population
living in collective housing in Korea surpassed 50%. Nowadays, if we include
housing that is called "multiplex housings" in addition to apartments, the
proportion exceeds 80%. Apartments are also a distinctly Korean
phenomenon. Anyone who comes to Korea is said to be surprised by the
abundance of apartments. We don't know how the landscape will change in

the future.

ol
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Why have apartments gotten so popular among Koreans? Is it simply as a
living space, or as a means of investment? You may wonder about the
reasons why Koreans still love apartments. When we examine the cultural
history of apartments, we cannot but ask those questions. The scene of the
novel, saying that "I live next door, but I don't know you." This scene has

been going on for over 50 years.

The author Pak Wan—s0 is much older than Ch'oe In—ho, whom we
discussed earlier. She is more than ten years senior to Ch'oe, but her
literary career started later than Ch'oe's, so we are discussing her work
later. The novel we briefly examine today, <lIdentical Apartments> was
published three years later than Ch'oe In—ho's <The Stranger’s Room>. In
reality, Pak Wan—s0 moved into an apartment in the early 1980s. She lived
near Korea University in a neighborhood called Pomun—dong for a long time,
but she moved to an apartment complex in Chamsil in the early 1980s. Many
people began to yearn for apartments in the 1970s, and in the 1980s, they
began to move in, and through the 90s and by the time the 21st century
arrived, most people seemed to have settled into apartments, or at least tried

to. As for me, where do I live? I have mostly lived in apartments in my life.

The narrative in <Identical Apartments> goes like this: a young housewife
moves into an apartment that she had dreamed of for a long time, feeling
overjoyed. She has twin sons, and they seem to grow up healthier in their
new environment. However, the problem is that her life seems no different
from the lives of many people living next door, above, or below her. They all
seem to desire similar things and are becoming similar in form. The speed of
this contagion is surprising in an apartment. For example, if someone changes
their curtains in the apartment next door and says, "They are pretty," the
trend catches on. Or if someone asks, "What are people eating these days? I
heard that's the trend," it catches on. The protagonist of this novel becomes
increasingly disturbed by these situations. "These identical rooms were
terrible." To make matters worse, the protagonist has twin sons and she
constantly mixes up with their names. And do you know what this is? "The

act of checking my husband's face through a glass bead that is the size of a
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bean," this is inevitable thing with the structure of an apartment. Through
security cameras or lenses, one can see the existence of the outside world.
This situation felt so inhumane. What would eventually happen to someone

who lives this way?

You can find out by reading the novel. As a Park Wan—s0 novel, it i1s also
famous for its somewhat shocking ending. You may have various thoughts or

even feel uncomfortable after reading the ending of this novel.

This all happened 50 years ago. We have skipped over 50 years. During
those 50 years, there were many things that happened. There was continuous
growth, the so—called democratization in 1987, the IMF situation that began
in 1998, and other international financial crises. Nowadays, in Korea, the
problem of de—growth or low growth is an issue of concern. If you ask
young people in Korea these days, one of the important issues they are
interested in may be climate change. There may be other important issues
such as gender issues. As the term "climate change" suggests, we are facing

not only national issues, but also global issues. This is a different situation.

The novel is a genre that fundamentally resonates with the politics and
sentiments of the era of the nation—state system. At least I think so. The
novel was a genre that resonated with the politics of the nation—state, class
of bourgeoisie, and economically with capitalism. Therefore, we can say that

it 1s now time for the novel to undergo a fundamental transformation.

Therefore, I'd like to briefly introduce SF writers who are currently active.
I thought it would be a good way to wrap up our time today. This space is
the universe, and I don't know if I will ever be able to see it with my own
eyes. Two suns, ten moons, a third gender beyond male and female, anything
might be possible in space. Anything can be imagined in the future and the
setting of the universe. SF 1s a genre that makes us see the present
differently by imagining the future. In SF, issues such as gender, class, and
nation are significantly understated. Although it’s bound to have similarities,
in SF’s world humans face the world as the human species, Homo sapiens.
Recently, many of the most active novels in Korea are in the SF genre.

Among them, Kim Ch'o—y0p is probably the most widely popular writer. She
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studied science and technology, graduating from POSTECH in Pohang. And

she's still young, born in 1993. I remember meeting her not long ago.

She has written novels like <If We Can't Go at the Speed of Light>,
<The World We Just Left Behind>, both of which are collections of short
stories. <Greenhouse at the End of the Earth> is her recently published
full-length novel. You may wonder what the story is about. The novel has
been confirmed for adaptation into a film, so we might be able to see it
soon. The Earth, which had almost been destroyed, has been revived. During
this critical time, there was an event or presence that could be called the
"Greenhouse at the End of the Earth." The novel portrays the process of

finding out what it was.

Today, let's move forward by showing one short story from each collection.
This is a part of the short story "Why the Pilgrims Don’t Return" in the
collection <If We Can't Go at the Speed of Light>. These pilgrims are
people belonging to another community. Every year, this community selects
dozens of people of a certain age to be sent as pilgrims to Earth. Now Earth
1s an alien planet, right? But here, this planet is really quiet and peaceful.
There 1s no conflict, no one shouting, and there is no strict gender, class, or
regional division that can be shown. Someone close to the narrator of the
story left on a pilgrimage but never returned. This is an explanation of the
story of someone who did not return. Earth is a painful place, but here is
closer to a utopia. So, why do these pilgrims choose to stay on Earth? Of
course, they are only a very small part of all the pilgrims. This Earth is the
origin of its community, but it's a corrupted and outdated place. If here is a
new world, there is an old one. However, as much as there are conflicts

there, there is also love. This is a rough summary of this short story.

After summarizing it like this, 1 feel very sorry for the author. As for
novels, one should read the original text to understand them. This is a space
that we have never seen before in Korean novels, a utopia between Earth

and an alien world.

Shall we look at the short story "The Last Lionie"? Here, Earth disappears

entirely in the background. Two alien planets appear. One planet is where the
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narrator came from, and the other is a planet named 3420ED from the
speaker's planet. As the story unfolds, the history of 3420ED as the city for
immortals 1s revealed. It was a city of immortals, where people with
immortal genes lived. There was an epidemic in the city, and most of the
residents escaped. Only one person stayed behind to take care of non—human
entities such as robots and machines in the area. This story tells the tale of
the two intertwining events. If we look at this, not only the distance between
Earth and an alien world, but also the distance between humans and

non—humans becomes blurred or closer.

Come to think of it, nowadays, we live and interact with artificial
intelligence. We are experiencing a world that has changed in so many ways.
Did you not have a conversation with artificial intelligence yesterday? I did it
too. I even asked Al to draw a picture. We do not know how we will coexist
in the future, whether it 1s among humans or beyond human biological
species. Modern Korean novels have long lived within the time and space of
the Korean peninsula, but they have not missed out on interest towards other
regions or solidarity with other areas. Now that we are in a new era, I think
the appearance of Korean novels will change, just like all of you. I look

forward to seeing what will happen in the future.
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