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Hello, I'm Heo Inyeong from the Department of Korean Language and
Literature at Inha University. In this class, we will study the history of Korean

vocabulary. Before explaining the changes in Korean vocabulary in each period,

let's first examine what vocabulary is and how it is classified.
Vocabulary is a collection of words. Therefore, vocabulary is distinct from

words, but it is also important to study the forms and meanings of individual

words. However, vocabulary is not a random collection of words, but like other
language units, it has a certain system. The collection of words that make up

the vocabulary system with common attributes like this is called a vocabulary

type.
the attributes that words belonging to that vocabulary type have. The criteria

When dividing vocabulary by type, we can more systematically understand
for dividing types can vary. Common criteria used to classify vocabulary types
include part of speech, origin, and usage. First, let's look at vocabulary types
based on part of speech. Part of speech means dividing words into several
categories based on their grammatical characteristics.

The criteria for dividing parts of speech are form, function, and meaning. In
Korean, words can be divided into inflected words that change their form in a

sentence and invariant words that do not, based on their form. When dividing
words by their functions, we can categorize them into nominal, including

predicates; modifiers that add
that indicate grammatical

relational

subjects and other sentence components;
words; words

meaning to other
relationships; and independent words that can stand alone without any other
words. Nominal can be further classified as common nouns, pronouns, and



numerals, while predicates are divided into action verbs and descriptive verbs.
Modifiers include determiner and adverbs, relational words include particles,
and independent words include interjections. Other linguistic elements, such as
affixes, contractions, and idioms, can also be included in vocabulary. In
addition to the overall parts of speech,

Vocabulary can also be categorized by origin. Words that have been in
Korean since its early stages, as well as words that have been created based
on these words, are called native words. In the given examples, (“f) are
composed entirely of native words, while (L}) are composed of a combination
of native words. Many words in any language are borrowed from other
languages, and new words are created based on these borrowed words. Such
words are called loanwords.

In the past, many words came from China, but nowadays, many new words
come from different regions. In Korean, there are words that have been
borrowed or created in Korean through Chinese characters, or "hanja.” Although
these words have the common characteristic of being written in "hanja,” their
origins and countries of origin are diverse. For example, (/) in the example
sentence is a Sino—Korean word that came from China, (L) is a word that
came from Japan through the use of "hanja," and (C}) is a word that was
created using "hanja”.

Due to the difficulty in determining the origin of these words, they are
classified based on the criterion that they are written in "hanja”, and are called
"hanja" words or Sino-Korean words. "Hanja" words are generally distinguished
from other loanwords in Korean vocabulary.

Excluding "hanja" words, other foreign words that have entered Korean, either
directly or indirectly, are called loanwords. Korean has borrowed words from
various languages, with the majority coming from English. There are also
words in Korean that have been created by combining two or more words
with different origins, such as Sino-Korean and native Korean words,
loanwords and ‘hanja" words, which are called hybrid words. The word "Zgt
(book price)" is an example of a combination of "hanja" and native Korean
words. The classification of words based on their origins, as either native



Korean, "hanja" words, loanwords, or hybrid words, is called "®{Z" in Korean.
Among Korean words, “hanja’ words are the most numerous.

Next, let's examine vocabulary types according to usage. The way a
language is used varies depending on the external conditions of language, and
vocabulary is no exception. This area where language usage varies slightly
depending on external conditions is called usage context.

Vocabulary can also be classified into various types depending on the usage
context. For example, when it comes to the user, dialects, jargon, and casual
dialect can be classified depending on the user, and depending on the user's
attitude, slang, taboo words, and euphemisms can also be classified.
According to the relationship between the speakers, polite language and
informal language can also be distinguished. Among these, let's first look at
dialects. Dialects are vocabularies used by language users in geographical
communities.

Korean dialects also differ depending on the region. For example, words like
"MR" or "7t%" can appear in very diverse forms depending on the region.
Differences in dialects are not only reflected in vocabulary forms but also
more prominently in grammatical forms. For example, in standard Korean, the
subject particle =7t is used after a word ending with a vowel, and '-0| is
used after a word ending with a consonant. However, depending on the
dialect, even after a word ending with a vowel like (P and (L) in the
example, =0|' can be used as a particle or =07} can be used after a word
ending with a consonant. In addition, the particle 2 can be used as in the
example (CF) or 'LH7I where 'Lt directly combines with 7t for the first person
singular subject marker can be used like in (21, instead of 'naega.’

Jargon, or "ME0" in Korean, refers to the terms used by a specific group
of experts in a particular field. In every field of specialization, there are
concepts, subfields, or objects unique to that field, and sometimes even
experts themselves are differentiated. Jargon consists of words used to
express these specialized concepts and objects. Unlike jargons, the vocabulary
used in daily life is called general vocabulary. Jargon is characterized by an
overwhelming proportion of nouns as it is used to refer to specific things.



Slang, or "20" in Korean, is language that is secretly used within a specific

group. Slang shares some similarities with jargons in that it is used only by
certain groups, but differs in that it is kept secret. Slang is used by various
groups such as merchants, ginseng collectors, criminals, shamans, soldiers,
and monks. Slang uses predominantly nouns, and the process by which slang
words are formed is often complex and not well-defined. This is because the
purpose of slang is to keep secrets.

On the other hand, vulgar language, or "&0{" in Korean, refers to the
low-level language commonly used by the masses. Vulgar language is created
out of a desire to express oneself in a new and fresh way. Vulgar language
often takes common words and re-imagines them in a way that satisfies this
desire. Sometimes, it is difficult to distinguish slang from vulgar language
when specific groups use vulgar language. Unlike jargon and slang, vulgar
language is not limited to nouns but can be formed from various parts of
speech. The process of creating wvulgar language is diverse and varies
according to the situation.

Meanwhile, forbidden words are words that are not considered appropriate
for everyday use, so they are not used frequently. Euphemism are words that
are used instead of forbidden words to soften their negative connotation. For
instance, when a person dies, instead of using the verb "ELY}," the verbs =0t
It or "SHAIGICY are used as polite alternatives. "ECf" is considered a
forbidden word, while "ZOt7ICt" or "SFRIGICY" is a euphemism.

Words in (Lf), (Cf), and (2 are all examples of euphemism used to express
sexual acts or other negative actions involving humans. Next thing we're going
to take a look are ‘honorific language” and ‘humble language®. Honorific
language is used to elevate the status of a person or object, while humble
language is used to lower it. These language forms are often used in
pronouns and verbs. Examples of honorific language include the use of the
words "G" or "™ to refer to the listener or the subject being spoken
about. The use of the verb "AAILY" is also a common form of honorific
language that is used to elevate the status of the subject. Verbs such as "=
2|Cf" and "2AICY" are honorific verbs used when the object being referred to is



of higher status.

On the other hand, humble language is used to lower the status of people
or objects. The speaker may even use humble language to lower their own
status. The pronoun (7}) in the example lowers the status of the
conversational partner, while the verb or adjective used with (L}) lowers the
status of the subject's action. (Ch) is a first-person pronoun that lowers the
speaker's own status. "AY0" is a type of humble language in which the
speaker lowers their own status, resulting in elevating the status of others.
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The world is always changing. People change and languages change, so
things that existed may disappear, and new things may emerge. During this
process of disappearance, words that referred to the disappearing objects or
concepts also disappear, and when new objects or concepts emerge, new
words to refer to them are created. In this class, we will look at the types of
changes that occur in Korean vocabulary and examine the factors behind them.

Words that make up vocabulary are paired with their forms and meanings,
and each word belongs to a specific category. Therefore, changes in
vocabulary can be divided into three categories: changes in form, changes in
meaning, and changes in the category to which the word belongs. First, let's
look at changes in form. Changes in form occur when the sounds that make
up a word are replaced, deleted, or reduced. Such changes can occur
throughout the entire Korean language or in only a few words.

For example, (7) is the word that changed together with the changes of " -
" vowel. The sound "-" vowel first changed to ' in the words made of less
than two syllables and later to "} in the first syllable. (L) indicates words
that underwent a sound change called ‘palatalization.” In this change, the
consonants 'C' and 'E' changed to ‘X' and 'X', respectively, before vowels
such as "I, "k, "4, W, and '1r. (Of) indicates words that underwent a sound
change called "vowel rounding,” where the vowel '—' changed to '+ after
bilabial consonants such as 'O, '®, and 'T. The sound changes discussed,
including the changes in " - ", palatalization, and vowel rounding, are applicable
to all relevant environments, and they are considered to have influenced the
vocabulary of the Korean language as a whole.



However, there are also individual changes that occur without affecting the
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entire vocabulary. In the example, the word " 5" in (7}) originally had the
vowel in both the first and second syllables. The first syllable changed to '}
and the second syllable also changed to '}, which goes against the general
rule that the second syllable should change to '—. The word "EXI" in (L})
originally came from the word "€ ¥ 2}, which had "-" vowel in both the first
and second syllables. Through several changes, such as the change of "8" to
"' the change of "A" to "X', and the addition of "L" in front of "X', it

became "EX}' in modern Korean.

These are individual changes that only affected some words in Korean
vocabulary. There are cases where the previous form of a word that
underwent a morphological change is retained in specific contexts. For
example, in the example, the word "€," which means 'up’ and had the sound
28" in old Korean, changed to "' in modern Korean. However, in
environments where the particle ‘A" is combined with "SHE" or "R=", the old
form 'S is still used instead of "?l." Additionally, the word for ‘inside’ used to
be 'Y with the consonant ‘&' instead of " Although it changed to @t in
other contexts, in the word "2FH" which means ‘outside and inside," tthe word
" with 'Ls’ is used instead of "' because it combines with the word "8
for 'outside,’ resulting in "2H" instead of "JH}".

Changes in pronunciation can lead to different forms of words depending on
dialect. For example, the word in (7}), "0§4" in the central dialect of modern
Korean remains as "042" while in southern dialects it is "O4A[". Similarly, the
words in (L), "¥" and "WtZ" are derived from "LIR" but are preserved as
separate terms in different dialects. In central dialects, "Wt is still used,

while in certain dialects, the "\" is used instead in the form like "S3*".

Next, let us consider semantic changes. The meanings of words can shift to
different meanings or narrow meanings from broader ones. For example, the
word "BZ" in (7P originally meant [EX[], but now refers to [a positive quality
or value]. Similarly, the word "&=2" (face) in (L}) originally referred to [a shape]
or [form], but now specifically refers to the front part of [a person's head)],
which shows that its meaning has been narrowed. The verb "AEZSIY" (to love)



in (C) originally also had the meaning of [to think], but now only refers to
[the action of loving someone].

The final type of vocabulary change is category change, where the part of
speech of a specific word may change, or a word may change from a word
to an affix. For example, the word "Af" in (7} originally could be used as a
noun meaning [new thing], as an determiner meaning [newl], or as a particle
modifying a noun, and as an adverb as [anew]. Currently, it is only used as a
determiner modifying a noun, as in "Al &' (new house) or "M XI' (new car).
The word "HL" (other) in (L) originally could be used as a noun meaning
[other things], or as a determiner modifying a noun. Now, it can only be used

as a determiner modifying a noun, as in "0 " or "0 A"

There are also cases where a word has changed from being a standalone
word to an affix. In the case of (7}), the word "&' which has the final
consonant '=' with the "-" vowel, originally meant [the first child]. However,
nowadays, &' alone cannot express that meaning and has become a prefix
that can only be used as a part of compound words like "ZZ'(eldest
daughter) or "20t="(eldest son). Similarly, in (Lh), "%" and "&" were originally
nouns that referred to female and male animals, respectively. Nowadays, they
have become prefixes that can only be used as a part of specific compound
words such as "&" (female chicken) or "£&" (male chicken).

This  phenomenon, where an originally lexical element becomes a
grammatical element, is called grammaticalization. This phenomenon of
grammaticalization appears in various languages around the world. There are
various factors that cause changes in vocabulary. These factors can be broadly
classified into linguistic and non-linguistic factors.

One example of vocabulary change due to linguistic factors is phonetic
change that leads to changes in word form. In the examples given, the
change in (7}) was due to vowel assimilation, where the vowel ' after the
consonants 'O, H, O' assimilated to . In the case of (Lf), the change was
due to palatalization, where the vowels '|" and others have a certain quality
that affects the consonants 'C' or 'E' that come before them. Phonetic
changes in pronunciation occur due to the sound before or after them, and



are explained to happen because they make the pronunciation easier and more
comfortable.

The phenomenon of sound change applies only during a certain period, and
after that period, it no longer applies. In (Cf), words like "“EJL}Z" and "Rt
did not undergo palatalization because at the time when palatalization occurred,
because the vowel was " instead of "|". However, later on, the vowel
changed to "|," which is why words like "=EJLF" and "XC|" retain the

consonants "E" and 'C.’

In some cases, linguistic factors also play a role in semantic change. For
example, in (), "2 &" used to mean both [0+2 (mind)] and [&% (heart)], but
now it only means [OF2]. "X} in (L) was to be used to refer to both raising
livestock like pigs and taking care of parents, but now it is only used to mean
raising livestock. This is a case where the original meaning of the vocabulary
has been reduced, and therefore, it can be said that linguistic factors have
played a role.

In particular, for the example of " 8", the Sino-Korean noun "M%" came to
be used to express the meaning of [heart], Similarly, as for the Korean verb "
X&Y', the Sino-Korean verb “25ICY came to be used, the more specific
meanings were taken on by Sino—Korean words that could express them. In
this way, Sino—Korean words took on some of the semantic burden of Korean
words, leading to the changes of their meanings.

Among the factors that contribute to lexical change, non-linguistic factors
can be divided into changes in referents and changes in perception. Let's first
consider changes in referents. Sometimes a word changes when the object it
refers to changes. In (71, "MXI" referred to a vehicle that ran on electric
power. However, as ground-running XX} disappeared in Korea, the object it
referred to also disappeared, and the word "F™Xt" was no longer used.

Similarly, when vehicles that run on electricity and travel both above and
below ground appeared, a new word, such as "M&"' or "X[otd," was used
instead of the old word "®XL" In (Lf), the word "&Z" originally referred to a
person with a high government position in the Choson period. Although the



social system of Chosdn has disappeared, the word "8Z" has survived, and is
now used to address a high-ranking government official, a person with a high
social status, or a man. The word "BZ&" no longer refers to its original object,
but has taken on a new meaning and is still in use. When a new object
comes into existence, a new word is created to refer to it.

Sometimes, as in (7), the name of a trademark becomes a word that refers
to an object. In other cases, such as (L), a new term is accepted along with
a new concept. (Cf) is a rarer example where a new word is created to refer
to a new object. Changes in perception are another non-linguistic factor in
lexical change. People's thoughts are not always constant, and as society
changes over time, people's thoughts change as well.

When people's perceptions change, they sometimes start using different
words instead of the ones they used to use. In example (7), the word "7ISE
(F#1%)", meaning ‘nurse’, had a suffix "-£(#8)" indicating femininity, which
implied that only women should be nurses, and this discriminatory connotation
led to the term being changed to "ZtS(F#E)', which does not imply
gender. Later, as the perception that the suffix "-2(&)" was inferior to "-At
(Bm)," which is used for doctor, emerged, the term "ZISAKEERD)' using the
same character as the term for "teacher’, became more commonly used for

NuUrses.

In example (L), the word "S7AKAREE)" originally referred to people with
physical disabilities. However, the word "&74A~H)" itself implied a lack of
proper function, and this led to prejudice against people with disabilities.
Therefore, the term was changed to "ZMOWKHPEEEZ)'. And recently as the
perception that the suffix "~AKZ&)" has a derogatory meaning has emerged, the
term "ROHCI(FEBEA)" using the same character as the term for "person(A)" is
more commonly used.
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In this lesson, let's take a look at the vocabulary of ancient Korean. There
were several characteristics of language and writing during the ancient Korean
period. First, Korean was used when speaking, but Chinese characters were
used when writing. This mismatch between speech and writing is thought to
have started at least as early as the Three Kingdoms period. This mismatch
continued for a long time.

People living on the Korean peninsula began to adopt Chinese characters
and Chinese writing when the Three Kingdoms period began. Efforts were
made to use Chinese characters and Chinese writing to represent the Korean
language. Through this process, Chinese characters’ sounds, meanings, and
pronunciation were borrowed to represent Korean language. This writing
system is called the Chinese-borrowing writing system or ‘ch’aja p'yogi' in
Korean. At first, it was used to represent proper nouns, such as people's
names and place names, but gradually became capable of representing entire
sentences. Understanding the vocabulary of ancient Korean requires keeping
these language and writing characteristics in mind.

Later, the Korean script, Han'gul, was invented, but during the ancient
Korean period, Chinese characters were the only script used, and the
vocabulary of ancient Korean was recorded using Chinese characters. To verify
the vocabulary of ancient Korean from old documents, we need to review
Chinese-character texts that represented Korean language using the ‘ch’aja
p'yogi". The Chinese-borrowing writing system, or ‘ch’aja p'yogi’, was not a
perfect system for writing Korean words accurately. Therefore, it is difficult to
be sure which Korean word was written when ancient Korean words were



spelled with Chinese characters.

However, there are two types of materials that can help. One is the
material that has a final sound mark, and the other is the material that shows
both "hunch’a” and "Umch’a" for the same target. The final sound mark refers
to the method of attaching a character that represents the final consonant to
the right of the pronunciation character in ‘'ch’aja p'yogi." This character
representing the final consonant is the "Umga" letter, which is mainly borrowed
from the sound of the Chinese character.

In the example (71), the character for "&®&(0FS)" is written, but it is difficult
to know whether this means the sound "ya" or the meaning "night" when only
the character for "% is written. Therefore, it is difficult to know which Korean
word this character represents.

However, by adding the Chinese character "& which represents the final

consonant '0" of the Korean word for "night" (&), after the character for "&’,
we can understand that the writing "&&(0FS)" represents the Korean word for
"night”.

In example (L), the character "&IEF(Z2JA)" is written in  Chinese
characters. It is difficult to know exactly which verb it represents with just the
character "&." However, the character "' following "&" and the "F'character
that represents the final consonant "2" follows, this word can be understood
as indicating the "f'sound in the word "ZI2]-", which is the stem of the verb

"T12|C}." Additionally, the character "F" is a marker for the adjectival form of *

= .

Secondly, if there is a source that can simultaneously provide the sound and
meaning of a particular object, it would be very helpful in estimating the
morphology represented in the Chinese—borrowing writing system. In this case,
if there are two or more different spellings referring to the same object and
they are respectively based on the meaning or sound borrowed from Chinese
characters, the value of the source material would be significantly increased.

For example, when looking at Example (“1), two different spellings of the
same place name, "BZ(H2)" and "Kii(=4)," are presented. By comparing



these two spellings, we can see that "K(%)" is based on the meaning of the
Chinese character and "B(0H)" is based on the sound of the Chinese character.
Furthermore, "H(A)" is written using the meaning-based approach while "2
(8)" is written using the sound-based approach. Therefore, we can conclude
that in this region, "JK(%)" is the meaning of the Chinese character for "E(0f),"

while ()" is the meaning of the Chinese character for "ZA(E)".

In Example (L), it is mentioned that a person named "EHiK(OIARR)" is also
known as "BR(EHS)." By comparing the two names, we can see that "K(EH)"

is written based on the meaning of the Chinese character while "EHR(OIAL" i
written based on the sound of the Chinese character. Furthermore, "R(Z)" is
written based on the meaning of the Chinese character while "&(5)" is written
based on the sound of the Chinese character. By looking at the fact that the
meaning of the Chinese character for "E(E)" in Medieval Korean is "2l," which
is the consonant "A" followed by "A" sound, we can infer that the meaning of
the Chinese character for "&(E)" (meaning "moss O7") is "QU"while the

meaning of the Chinese character for "S(&)" is "k(8)".

In ancient Korean language materials, there are unigue words that can be
confirmed, including the following. First, there are numerals in (7} such as "—
Z£f2(9 =)' and "ZR5(ES, £=)." These appear in ancient Korean language
materials, and are represented by the words “a[fi" for one and "&ZF" for two
in a later book called "Kyerim yusas. This can be seen as indicating the

="

representation of "€ =" and "F&", respectively.

(L}) is examples of nouns such as "#H(&)", "*=ES)", "U2(IFD)", and "F
2|(#1)", which can be understood to represent the form of the word through
the use of a final sound mark, "8" or "2l". (&) is example of verbs, for which
its form can also be inferred through the use of a final sound mark, and one
can be more confident in the accuracy of the representation of the forms of
the verb. (2f) shows example of adverbs, for which many unique words do
not have both a final sound mark and ‘hunch’a’ and "Umch’a’, making it
difficult to accurately understand the pronunciation and meaning. Moreover,
during the reign of King Kyongdok of the Silla Dynasty in the 8th century,
place names were changed to Chinese characters, indicating the strong



influence of Chinese characters and Chinese words by that time.

Many Chinese words came into use to express various concepts that did not
previously exist in Korean. These Chinese words formed a category within the
Korean vocabulary system. The system of these Chinese words is different
from other loanword systems. The majority of Chinese characters in ancient
Korean language were introduced through China.

(7}) refers to Chinese characters related to Confucianism, while (L) and (C)
are Chinese characters related to Buddhism. Among them, (L}) is a phonetic
transcription, which is a foreign language's sound represented in Chinese
characters. (Cf) is a semantic translation, which is a foreign language's
meaning translated into Chinese characters. Although there were general
Chinese characters borrowed through the medium of Chinese characters, it is
also likely that there were borrowings directly from Chinese language through
direct contact.

In (7}), the tools needed to write characters such as ‘€' and 'H', which have
a 'C' final consonant, were brought into Korea through China, and the names

(=1

for these tools in Chinese pronunciation, & and &, were also likely

borrowed. As a result, in Medieval Korean, these characters were pronounced

as '@ and 'S, but since they were borrowed from Chinese directly into

Korean as & and ‘&', it can be seen that these words have been borrowed

into Korean a long time ago. As for (L), the words "&" and "£" are not quite
-

as old as words like "2 and "¥', but they appear to have been directly
borrowed from Chinese words ‘R(X)and ‘t4(%)'.
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In this lesson, we will examine the vocabulary of Medieval Korean.
Compared to ancient Korean, there are a significant number of documents
recording the vocabulary of Medieval Korean. Especially after the creation of
hunmin chongim, many Han'gul documents were made. Through these
Han'gul documents, we can gain a better understanding of the vocabulary
system of Medieval Korean, which we will examine in this lesson based on
the characteristics of native Korean words, Sino—Korean words, and borrowed
words.

A noticeable feature of Medieval Korean vocabulary is the contrast of vowels
that reveal differences in meaning, known as vowel harmony. Vowels that
share the same property appear together, such as positive and negative
vowels, which only appear with each other. In (7f), positive vowels like "-"
and "L" and negative vowels like "—" and "+ create differences in tone when
used together.

In modern Korean, this phenomenon is commonly seen in onomatopoeia and
mimetic words, such as "&Y" and "8Y," where the difference in meaning is
created by the difference in vowels. (Lf) represents words in Medieval Korean
where there were differences in meaning, but in modern Korean, these
differences no longer exist. (Ct) are words where the differences in meaning
due to vowel differences were already established in the 15th century.

(2h) shows how two words, "' and "ECt" were used interchangeably with
little difference in meaning until later when "2Ct' came to mean "to remain,”
while "HC}" came to mean "to pass beyond a certain range.” A" and "A" were



originally the same word meaning both age and New Years Day, but
eventually, "A" came to mean age, and "A" came to mean New Year's Day.

Furthermore, even in consonants, there are sounds that create differences in
meaning, such as in "SFE2|C1" and "4FEZCE" "12L0" and "AZALE" where the
difference in sound between plain and tensed sounds creates differences in
tone. In Medieval Korean, there were also examples where the vocabulary
reflected honorifics. For example, some vocabulary corresponded to the
honorifics that elevated the subject,

(7}) gives examples of words that indicate high status, such as "OJA|CY" and "
7AAIEE" which correspond to "QUC" and "AIAICH, respectively, and "HCI" and &t
AL, which correspond to "HCF' and "KIAILY.  Although not significantly
different from modern Korean, Medieval Korean used "AAILY" as a respectful
term for 'to sleep’ rather than "FFAICE" Nouns also had honorific forms, such
as "XIX|" and "2" for &' and "Z7}" for the honorific form of the third-person
pronoun there was "Z7F. This "Z7F seems to have originated from a Chinese
pronoun. There were also words that elevated objects, such as the object
honorifics that raise the object of a sentence or adverb. While "UZ2L}" is a
general verb for to say, the verb "&CI' with '2,8" final consonants elevates
the listener or the object of the sentence, meaning to speak to someone of

higher status.'

Many of these words indicating object honorifics include the pre—final ending
‘~3-" to raise the object. Now, we will examine the Sino—Korean words in
Medieval Korean language. Although Sino—Korean words were increasingly used
in the early period of Korean language, their usage drastically increased during
the Medieval period. As Kory0o dynasty initiated the Civil Service Examination in
the Korean Peninsula, many Sino—Korean words were used, especially for
cultural or academic terms. As a result, Korean vocabulary was dominated by
Sino—Korean words, which led to the disappearance of many native Korean
words that existed before.

For instance, the word "#&" in (/) originally meant an umbrella in native

Korean language, but it disappeared due to the dominance of the Sino—Korean
word, "@AKFA)". Similarly, the native Korean numerals "&" and "X2" in (L),



which respectively meant hundred and thousand, were replaced by their
Chinese counterparts, "#(&)" and "F(F)", leading to their disappearance as
well. The word "0 in (Cf) is the native Korean word meaning "concubine,”

but it disappeared due to the dominance of the Sino-Korean word "&(Z)

Examples like this are only a small fraction of the native words that have
disappeared now. Long-term use can also cause changes in the meanings of
Sino-Korean words. For example, the word "ZHt" originally meant [difficulty] in
Chinese characters. However, as the meaning of the word shifted to [povertyl],
its form also changed from "ZHA" to "7pA" Similarly, the word "2&" meant
[worry] in Medieval Korean, but it is now mainly used to mean [distinction].

no ) 0

Another example is the word &%, which originally referred to all living
beings in Buddhism. However, during the Medieval Korean period, it also came
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to mean 'beast,” and the pronunciation later changed to "&3%" and finally to
Z&", which is now the modern Korean word for “animal.”

Medieval Korean also includes loanwords from various languages. One
significant example is loanwords from Mongolian, which came into use during
the 13th century, when the Yuan Dynasty had significant influence in Korea.
The official titles in (7P are recorded in Chinese characters in history books,
which demonstrates that the official titles from the Yuan dynasty were also
used in the Koryd period. And the Mongolian loanwords in (L), (Cf), and (2}
are names of horses and falcons. At that time, horses and hawks were mainly
used for military purposes, so many military-related terms were used, as can
be seen from the Mongolian loanwords.

These examples show that vocabulary borrowing reflects the nature of
contact between the two languages. In Medieval Korean, there were also
borrowings from Jurchen, leaving traces mainly in place names in Hamgyong
Province. 'timen’ in (7}) means '2K®&) in Jurchen, but it was adopted in
Korean as "F2HT#), creating the name ‘T2t

‘wehe' in (Lf) means 'stone’ in Jurchen, and this word was borrowed into
Korean and used to name a place in Korea. Similarly, ‘tungken” in (Cf) means '
Z(38) (bell)’ in Jurchen, and it was used to name a mountain in the region.
The name 'SZ4(&M) was given to the mountain because its shape is similar



to that of a bell, and therefore it is believed that the name 'SZ(EM) was
given to it.

In addition to Mongolian and Jurchen, there are also a considerable number
of Sino—Korean vocabulary borrowed from Chinese. Examples (71) and (L}) are
related to clothing, fabrics, respectively. (Ch) are related to various objects, and
(2}) to food. From these words, it can be seen that many everyday vocabulary
items were borrowed from Chinese.

While these loanwords are also written in "hanja’, their pronunciation differs
somewhat from that of other Sino—Korean vocabulary. These loanwords
adopted the pronunciation of modern Chinese after the 13th century, which
explains the difference in pronunciation from traditional Sino—Korean vocabulary.
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In this session, we will examine the vocabulary of modern Korean. As
modern Korean covers a long period of 300 years, a variety of changes in
vocabulary have emerged. However, instead of showing completely new
changes, the tendency of change shown in Medieval Korean continues to

exist.

Therefore, it can be said that modern Korean vocabulary is an extension of
Medieval Korean vocabulary. The tendency of change refers to the
disappearance of native words and their replacement with Sino—Korean words.
In addition, an increase in loanwords from languages other than Chinese is
observed. Also, it is considered an advantage of the modern Korean period
that a variety of genres of works have been created, allowing for the
confirmation of more abundant native Korean vocabulary.

Among the vocabulary of modern Korean, native Korean words are more
similar to modern Korean than Medieval Korean in terms of appearance. Firstly,
there are vocabulary items whose morphology has changed due to various
phonetic changes. In (7), "&" becoming "&£" is an example of "H" changing
to "7." The change from "&" to 3" in (L}) is an example of "&" changing to
"0." In (O4), the change in "M2[" to "H2|" experienced a change of adding 2.
There are quite a few examples of changes where phonetic changes affect

the form.

On the other hand, there are also many words that have shifted their
meaning to become closer to modern Korean in addition to their changes in
form. For example, the word for "~%<Ct" in (7} used to have two meanings,



[to think] and [to love], but now only has the latter meaning. The words "<
Bt and "Z" in (L) and (Ch) respectively used to mean [pitiful] and
l[appearance], but now mean "OEC} (pretty)’ and "X (negative thing)" in
modern Korean. These are such examples.

The word "02ICt" in (2}) used to mean [foolish], but its meaning shifted to
[young] or [immature] in modern Korean. The word "Lt also had a meaning
of being young in age, but with the shift in meaning of "M{Z|C}" from foolish
to young, the word "MLt began to represent a higher age, as the meaning of

being young became associated with "0{2|Ct

In the case of (Of), the word "2Cf" originally meant [to have a certain value]
when combined with the word "2, which has the consonant "=". However,
currently "HIMICF' is used to mean [expensive] instead of indicating a certain
value. Conversely, the meaning of "MICY" has changed to mean [inexpensive]
instead of [be of value].

The phenomenon of native Korean words being replaced by Sino—Korean
words existed in Medieval Korean, but it became much more prevalent in
modern Korean. For example, the word "=&" in (7)) was replaced by "EI(E
A" or "HHER)," and "0t5" in (L) was replaced by "EE(E&EE)." In this way,
there are cases where native Korean words are replaced with Sino—Korean
words, and there are also cases where they completely disappear without
being replaced by Sino—Korean words.

These words were still used in the original version of Medieval books, but in
the revised version of these books published in modern times, some of the
words were changed. For example, "2/*XL}," meaning [to carve], was changed

to "APZICY', and "SCL" meaning [small], was changed to "MCt." Those words

such as "<t or "§{Ct' used in the original edition were changed to "At7|Ct
‘or "MCt" in the revised edition of the same work during the modern Korean
language period. This was because people of the time believed that these
words were no longer in use in their perception, and thus they became the

targets of the revisions.

Many literary works from the modern era of Korean were written entirely in



Han'gul without a single Chinese character. However, if we examine them
closely, we can see that many expressions using some obsolete Sino—Korean
words or classical Chinese phrases are still present in these works. The
beginning of the book fYOllyd Ch'unhyang sujdlgas starts like this and is
almost entirely expressed in Sino—Korean words with many expressions that
are no longer commonly used. The fact that Sino—Korean words are written in
Han'gul, often used in popular novels shows that not only popular writers of
that time, but also readers, had knowledge of Chinese characters and
expressions, even if they did not know how to read or write them directly.

During the modern Korean era, loanwords continued to be borrowed from
Chinese. Records related to vocabulary or vocabulary lists from the 18th and
19th centuries contain a considerable number of Chinese loanwords from that
period. As in the Medieval Korean period, words closely related to daily life,
such as clothing or food, were continuously borrowed.

Among these words, there is an interesting record related to the word "E2/'
in the book “Adn kakpis written by the scholar Chdng Yak-yong. The word "&
2" was originally written in Chinese characters as 'Ii2}," which means
"crystal”. The word written in Chinese characters was pronounced as [bali] in
China.

When this word entered Korea from China, it was borrowed as the Chinese
pronunciation [boli], and in Korea, it was written not as the original Chinese
character "I2{(FHY)," but as the Chinese pronunciation "ZE." The book Adn
kakpis explains that because the pronunciation of this word is the same as
the grain barley, the word "E2| 2t&" was mistakenly pronounced and written
with the Chinese characters for "MZ(%88)" meaning a mirror made of barley.
This illustrates how people in the modern Korean era used Korean-style
Chinese pronunciation to represent loanwords from China in Chinese
characters.

During the modern era of Korean language, Japanese can be considered one
of the languages that had a significant influence. The main contact between
Korean and Japanese occurred during the Imjin War, but even after the war,
Japanese words can be found frequently in Korean translations of Japanese



language learning materials, as shown on screen.

In addition to these words, various Japanese words were also borrowed
during the modern era of Korean language. For example, "Ct=0|" in (7] refers
to a cloth that is laid on the floor, and it was mentioned in a report written
after observing the customs in Japan. Words such as "2Z", "&tl", and "1+0}"
were also introduced to Korean during the period surrounding the Imjin War.
By examining these examples, it can be seen that new words were
introduced along with the import of new cultures, and the words that refer to
those objects were also brought in from Japanese.

During the modern era, Manchu words were also introduced into Korean.
The following are some representative vocabulary items that were borrowed
from Manchu. The vocabulary borrowed from Manchu mainly consisted of
everyday terms that were introduced through contact with the northern
regions.

Moreover, not only neighboring countries, but also words referring to
Western concepts and objects began to be frequently borrowed in the modern
era, and many of these words came indirectly through China. With the influx
of Western maps and scientific texts from the 17th century, the words used
to describe these materials were also borrowed. Furthermore, since these
Western materials were brought by Western missionaries in China, through
Catholic-related books and materials, Catholic-related terminology gradually
entered Korea as well.

In the late Choson period, there are also some literary materials that show
regional dialects instead of the standardized language used in the central
region. Although there are rare cases where dialectal forms appear in "dnhae’
literary materials, most of them only partially show regional dialects, and it is
difficult to find documents that are entirely written in regional dialects. This
may be because literary materials in this period were expected to adhere to
certain linguistic norms. In addition, there are records from the Choson period
that describe dialects based on personal experiences in certain regions.

There were people who recorded their firsthand experiences with regional



dialects in the areas they visited. These records are meaningful in that they
promote regional dialects and provide vivid examples. For instance, Yu
Ui-yang, who was exiled to Namhae in Kydngsang Province in 1771 and to
Chongsong in Hamgyong Province in 1773, recorded explanations of the
dialects of those regions. Although these records are not systematic and only
offer fragmented information, they are valuable resources for studying dialects
in the past.
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In this session, we will examine the vocabulary of contemporary Korean.
Contemporary Korean refers to the period from the late 19th century to the
present day. One of the most significant differences between contemporary
Korean and the Korean of previous periods is the vocabulary. Due to the
influence of Western and other civilizations since the Enlightenment period of
the late 19th century, new ideas and cultural elements have constantly
entered the Korean language. As a result, a vast number of neologisms and
loanwords have appeared in Korean vocabulary.

However, at that time, Koreans often received loanwords not directly from
the West but via China or Japan in the form of Sino—-Korean words. Many
concepts used in Western academic fields were new to the East, and as
such, these concepts were first translated into Chinese characters in Japan or
China before being introduced into the Korean language. For example, the
English words ‘“science” and ‘geometry" were translated into Chinese
characters as "st" and "7[5t" respectively, in Japan or China.

As Chinese characters and Sino—Korean words played a critical role in
adopting Western ideas and cultural elements, the proportion of Sino—Korean
words in the Korean language increased over time. Especially with the
introduction of suffixes such as "-Z(#9)," "-F2I(F%)," and "-21{t)," Korean
could create many words containing these suffixes and numerous derivative
words resulted. In (7P, the suffix "-&" is added to words such as "Of=Z%{"
(patriotic) and "O|A&" (idealistic) to create adjectives that describe them. In "0]
MZ9" (idealism) and "H2tF9" (romanticism), "-F2|" is used as a suffix. In

n

(ChH, "-3}" also functions as a suffix in "7|A4&" (mechanization) and "RIZs}



(democratization), and many new words are created using these affixes.

As the number of Sino—Korean words has increased exponentially, since
Medieval Korean the idea that Sino-Korean words are used more often in
elevated and sophisticated expressions than native words was reinforces.
When there are synonyms with similar meanings in Sino—Korean words and
native Korean words, Sino—Korean words tend to be more abstract and used
for higher-level expressions.

Comparing (7D's "H&|(E&)" (banquet) and "ZHX|" (feast), "H3|" is considered a
slightly more formal occasion, and it gives a more splendid feeling. Similarly,
comparing (2h)'s "8E(1725)" (gait) and "ZS" (step), while "ZS" is a completely
everyday term, "#E(17%)" is a more elegant word that not only describes a
person's gait but is also frequently used metaphorically.

At that time, there were many words borrowed from Western languages in
Korean language. Among them, there are many loanwords that were not
translated into Chinese characters first, but directly adopted the pronunciation
of the foreign language. Since the direction of vocabulary borrowing is the
same as that of the cultural influx, most of the words that came into Korean
in Medieval or modern times are Sino—Korean words, borrowed from Chinese
characters, and similarly, almost all foreign words in contemporary Korean are
from English, which is language of the U.S.A’s dominant culture and society.
However, it is not only English from which foreign words came and are still
coming into Korean.

Various languages’ words have been borrowed and continue to be borrowed
into Korean, including from English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish.
Many words were brought from those various countries into Korean. Globally,
many art or cooking related terminologies often come from French, and
musical terms frequently come from ltalian. In Korean, this is a very natural
phenomenon.

One characteristic of foreign words in modern Korean vocabulary is that they
have been heavily influenced by Japanese. During the Japanese colonial
period, many Japanese words came into Korean through Chinese characters, or



directly adopted Japanese pronunciation. The words presented in (7} are
Japanese native words or Chinese—character words that came into Korea with
the same pronunciation. The words presented in (L) are foreign words
borrowed into Japanese and then into Korean. In terms of (Cf), many new
concepts that were introduced from the West were either referenced from
classical Chinese texts in Japan or newly created using Chinese characters in
Japan. (2h) are words originally used as Japanese native words, but borrowed
into Korean through Chinese characters.

After Korea was liberated from the Japanese colonial rule, words such as
(7}) and (L), which are obviously Japanese, have been actively eliminated from
the Korean language through language purification movements, but there are
still words that continue to be used.

On the other hand, the words listed in (Cf), such as "&Xl (economics), &3t
(republic), ¥ (broadcasting)’, and "ZY (invention)’, and words like 715, YA
" and "$&" that represent Japanese native words written in  Chinese
characters, have entered Korean through Chinese characters as a medium.
Therefore, many of these words have not disappeared from Korean since they
are not recognized as Japanese by many Koreans, and there are also many
cases where there are no suitable replacement words. Thus, it can be said
that Japanese loanwords that entered Korean through Chinese characters are

likely to continue to be used in Korean in the future.

One of the biggest characteristics of modern Korean vocabulary is that new
words are constantly being created. Some neologisms are formed in the same
way that existing words were created, while others are created through
various new methods, along with the spread of the internet and smartphones.
(7}) is a two-syllable word that is originally derived from a longer expression
by taking the first syllables of several words. (L) consists of antonyms
created by inferring them from the original words, such as "AQIH" or "AMYX}".

Additionally, there are neologisms that do not necessarily refer to a specific
concept or object but are created by using new spellings to avoid the hassle
of typing or for expressive effect. (7}) is a two-letter word created by taking
only the initial consonant of an existing word, which is called an acronym. The



words in (L) are neologisms created by reversing the order of letters in
existing words. Finally, (CF) is a neologism created by changing the spelling of
an existing word based on the similarity of the shape of the characters used
in the spelling.

These words have in common the fact that they are not necessarily
referring to a new object, but are used for typing efficiency, or for expressive
effect to convey a new feeling, particularly among certain groups.
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