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Hello, This is Heo Inyeong from the Department of Korean Language and
Literature at Inha University. In this final lecture on the history of the Korean
language, we will study contemporary Korean language, including the period it
covers and how its style came to be established.

The late 19th century, which is regarded as the starting point of
contemporary Korean language, was a very complex period in world history. In
an effort to seek opportunities amid the cracks of external pressures, Choson
attempted to transition from a kingdom to an empire and established the
Great Han Empire. In 1894, the reform policy of Reform of the Year Kabo was
implemented, which stipulated the use of Korean in official documents. As a
result, Han'gll, which until then had been called "6nmun” and had been
considered the script used by commoners and women rather than the yangban
(noble) class, was elevated to the status of national language. Moreover,
efforts were made to narrow the gap between the vernacular and written

language in order to pursue linguistic consistency.

However, from 1910, when Korea was colonized by Japan, until its liberation
in 1945, the Korean Peninsula was a Japanese colony, and Japanese became
the official language while Korean was suppressed. In such circumstances,
Koreans repeatedly studied the Korean language and improved its orthography
to preserve it as a symbol of their national identity. Although the suffering
ended with Korea's liberation in 1945, the subsequent division of the country
and the Korean War that followed caused significant changes in the language
as dialects came into contact. Over 70 years since the division of the country,
linguistic divergence has become increasingly pronounced between the two



Koreas.

In the context of the times, contemporary Korean has developed to its
current state. In terms of changes in the language itself, such as phonetics
and grammar, there is not much difference from late modern Korean.
However, there have been significant changes in spelling and writing styles.
Taking into account these historical facts, let us examine the process of the
formation of contemporary Korean.

What was the process of forming the writing style of contemporary Korean?
Before the Enlightenment period, various scripts and writing systems were
used depending on the writer's social status and genre of writing. Although
there were social and geographical differences, in spoken language, everyone
used Korean. However, in written language, the characters and styles used
varied significantly depending on the writer's social status. During the
Enlightenment period, when this linguistic inconsistency continued, a
movement for linguistic consistency influenced by the West began. As a
result, the use of classical Chinese writing and "idu" gradually decreased, and
"dnmun” and mixed written form of "dnhanmun (Han'gul and classical Chinese
characters)" were renamed to "kungmun' and "kukhanmun', respectively, with
social status increasing.

Thus, as the importance of Hangll was emphasized, there was a period of
struggle between written Hangll and written mixed styles of Hangul and
classical Chinese. At the beginning, the majority of written mixed language
styles appeared to be using only Hangutl characters for grammar elements.
The first sentence, (7), is called "hydnt'och’e”, which means a writing style
similar to classical Chinese expressions with "kugydl" annotation. The second
sentence, (Lf), is a sentence from a book called "SGyu kydnmuns written by
Yu Kil-jun. It mixes Chinese characters and native Korean grammar notation.

Both (7}) and (L) use Chinese characters or expressions as their main style,
but (7}) is much closer to classical Chinese, while (L) hardly shows any native
Korean and Hangll is mostly written for particles and verb endings. Séyu
kydnmuna specifies that this writing style, "kukhanmun" style, was used for
easy understanding, writing convenience, and clarity. Meanwhile, the book ©



Simsang sohaks emphasizes the importance and convenience of Hangul, but
assumes that using this "kukhanmun® style leads to the study of classical
Chinese.

The use of this "kukhanmun' style gradually expanded and became the
representative style of the Enlightenment period. In addition, during the
Enlightenment period, a writing style appeared that notated the pronunciation
or meaning of a Chinese character to the right of the character in vertical
writing. The first sentence, (7P, is a writing style that notates the
pronunciation of a Chinese character to the right of the character, while (Lf)
notates both the pronunciation and meaning to the right of the character.

This notation system appears to have been influenced by Japan, where this
method of notation of adding the pronunciation or meaning of Chinese
characters on the right side has been used for a long time. However, this
notation system was not widely used in Korean and disappeared quickly.

Meanwhile, Catholic and Protestant missionaries published texts such as the
"kungmun” or Korean-style Bible in written Hangll from the beginning for
evangelism purposes. People who studied in the US, such as S6Chae—p'il and
Yun Ch'i-ho, and Korean language scholars like Chu Si-gyong also promoted
the use of written Hangll in the media. (7}) is a Korean-language Bible
translated by Catholics, and (L) and (Cf) are excerpts from newspapers at the
time, all written in written Hangll without any Chinese characters. In literature,
especially in novels, the style of writing shifted from the mixed script style to
the written Hangul in the early 20th century.

Especially in novels, along with the use of written Hangul, writers such as
Chu Si—gyong and Yi Kwang-su strongly advocated for linguistic consistency
while abandoning the conservative style found in classical novels and adopting
a style closer to spoken language. (7} and (L}) are both works by Yi In-jik, a
representative writer of the new fiction or "sin sosol’. One can observe that
the style of writing in novels has shifted away from the styles of classical
novels written in either the mixed script style or the written Hangul, and has
become closer to spoken language.



After the end of the Japanese colonial period, both South and North Korea
developed a movement towards use of pure Hangll, and the written Hangdl
completely dominated Korean spelling and writing style. Until the 1990s, there
were cases where Chinese characters were written in Hangul, but since the
2000s, writing only in Hangdl has become the norm, and Chinese characters
are typically written in parentheses for clarification.

Spacing was developed to indicate a break in meaning when reading written
text. Regardless of Eastern or Western culture, there was no spacing in
writing during ancient times. Later, spacing began to be used relatively early
in the West, while in East Asia, heavily influenced by Chinese characters,
spacing was indicated using punctuation marks until before the modernization
period, but overall spacing was not found. Full spacing first appeared in books
written by Westerners during the modernization period.

And some Koreans who were influenced by the West also began to
implement full spacing. The editor-in—chief of "Tongnip Sinmuns, S6 Chae—p'il,
who had studied in the United States and was familiar with the spacing,
believed that one of the reasons it was difficult to understand writing that
was only in Korean was because there was no spacing.

The full spacing in "Tongnip Sinmuns was quite radical at that time, where
writing without spacing was the norm. For a while after "Tongnip Sinmuny,
full spacing was only implemented in Bibles and newspapers published by
Protestant leaders. However, in the 20th century, spacing began to be used in
new fiction and textbooks as well. (7}) is an example of new fiction or "sin
sosdl’, and (Lf) is an example of a textbook. At that time, the unit of spacing
was not strictly defined, but a coexistence of spacing between units close to
word segments and units close to phrases was used.

In addition, in "kukhanmun®, or mixed-writing style, since Chinese characters
are used, there is a distinction between parts written in Chinese characters
and parts written in Hangul, resulting in a similar effect to spacing. Therefore,
even during the period when ‘kungmun (written Hangll)" style established
spacing, spacing was not clearly visible in "kukhanmun" style due to the use



of Chinese characters. Spacing was fully spread across all genres in the 1920s
and was fully established when it was adopted as a standard in the 1933
{Korean orthography unification proposal.)
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In this session, we will examine the process by which the standard
language and spelling of contemporary Korean were formed. In the previous
session, we discussed the struggle between ‘kungmun’ and ‘kukhanmun’
styles of writing during the Enlightenment period and the process of how the

"kungmun” style became established.
Around the same time, between the Enlightenment period and the Japanese

occupation, awareness of the need for a standard language in Korean began
to emerge, and movements to propose the standard language began to
appear. Standard languages typically arise when a modern nation-state is
formed, but even before this, in many countries, the language spoken in the
most central and influential regions is treated as the de facto standard. In
Korea, the Seoul dialect held this position since the Choson Dynasty. Let us
now look at the process of the formation of contemporary Korean spelling

rules and the making of standard Korean language.
Let's first examine the process of the formation of modern Korean spelling.

In 1907, before Korea was annexed by Japan, a national research institute, the

Korean Language Research Institute, was established within the Ministry of
researched Korean phonetics and spelling and

Academy. The

Institute
submitted a report called the (Proposal for the Study of Korean Language
Research.) This can be considered the starting point for the revision of the

traditional spelling rules for modern Korean.
(7h and (Lf) are representative opinions contained in the {Proposal for the

Study of Korean Language Research). These views gained influence through



scholars like Chu Si-gyong, and subsequent spelling rules moved away from
phonetic spelling and toward morphemic spelling. During the Japanese colonial
period, Japan established and announced Korean language orthography for
textbooks in ordinary schools. These regulations on Korean orthography for
ordinary schools were made in three installments: the Unified Orthography of
Korean for Ordinary Schools in April 1912, the Revised Unified Orthography of
Korean for Ordinary Schools in March 1921, and the Orthography of Korean in
February 1930. These orthography regulations were intended for the notation
used in textbooks.

The 1912 and 1921 orthography adopted a phonemic notation that wrote
words as pronounced, while 1930's {Orthography of Korean) allowed for the
recognition of consonants such as ‘C, E, X, X', and ‘I’ as syllable-final
consonants, in addition to consonants like® 71, L, 2, O, H, A, O, &, ', and
‘@', There is a tendency towards morpho-syntactic spelling in this revised
1930 orthography. In 1933, the Korean Language Society published a proposal
for the unification of Korean orthography, which became the overall framework
for the current orthography.

The general principle of the Unified Proposal for Korean Orthography states
that Korean orthography should represent standard pronunciation while
conforming to the rules of grammar. The proposal faithfully represents the
pronunciation  of  standard  Korean  while  incorporating  appropriate
morpho—phonemic notation in the context of the combination of morphemes.

While the Korean Language Society was changed to the Han'gul Society,
minor modifications have been made, but it has remained largely the same
until the 1980s. In the 1970s, the need to revise the Korean language
orthography was raised, and the Ministry of Education prepared a draft
revision. This work was transferred to the National Academy of Sciences in
1981 and, with the establishment of the National Institute of the Korean
Language in 1985, the orthography revision work was assigned to the
institute.

(The new Korean orthography) was promulgated in 1988 and implemented
from 1989. The nature of {the new orthography) is fundamentally identical to



(the Korean Orthography Unification Plan), but unnecessary provisions were
deleted, and missing or unrealistic parts were modified. In other words, the
current orthography that we use today has its roots in the 1933 Korean
Orthography Unification Plan.

Next, let's look at the process of standardizing the contemporary Korean
language. At the time when the Korean script and Sino—Korean script were
used together, the perception of a standard language was slowly emerging,
although it had not yet been formalized. Notably, the 1912 (Ordinary School
Language Orthography) mandated using the "Kydngsdng dialect as the standard
language for orthography’. However, beyond this, it is difficult to find other
efforts to establish a standard language. This record only shows that there
was already an awareness of the standard language during this period.

The concrete establishment of a standard language, including the
examination and selection of words, began with ({the Korean Orthography
Unification Plan) and the related efforts of the Korean Language Society. The
second clause of the general provisions of {the Korean Orthography Unification
Plan) states that "the standard language is generally based on the Seoul
dialect used by the middle class in contemporary society’. According to this,
we can see that the members of the Korean Language Society at the time
had an understanding of what constitutes standard language.

They believed that the standard language should be based on contemporary
speech used by the middle class. They also thought that the standard
language should be shaped by the language spoken in Seoul. In addition, the
appendix of (the Korean Orthography Unification Proposal) provided a list of
standard words, which became the basis for the later publication of (the
Collection of Standard Korean Words). In 1935, a committee for standard
language was organized and held several meetings to decide on the standard
language. The result was published officially in 1936 as (the Standard Korean
Language Collection).

The collection contained about 6,000 words. Although many words in the
standard language appendix of (the Korean Orthography Unification Proposal)
and in <the Standard Korean Language Collection) were the same, there were



also differences. All of these efforts originated from the Korean language
dictionary compilation committee, which was established in 1929. In the 1947
Korean Language Society's "The Grand Dictionary of Koreans published after
independence, it was mentioned that "At that time, there were not just one or
two difficulties. Firstly, there was a lack of financial resources while
undertaking such a massive project. Secondly, there was no established
standard language and unified orthography. Therefore, the issues related to
standard language and orthography were decided to be dealt with by the
Korean Language Society."

With the increase in the publication volume that accompanied modernization,
there was a demand for dictionaries, that standardization of orthography and
standard language was essential for dictionary compilation. This led to the
publication of (Korean Language Orthography Standardization Draft) and <(the
Standard Korean Language Collection). However, the selection of the standard
language at this time was not without problems. In the selection of the
standard language, (7P was treated as non-standard language while (L) was
treated as standard language. Nevertheless, many of the words corresponding
to (7D were eventually adopted as standard language and remain so today,
demonstrating that the standardization work at that time was in its early
stages.

The language standardization at a national level was not achieved until the
1970s after Korea's liberation. The work of organizing the standard language
was completed in 1988 with the announcement of {a new standard language
regulation) before the revision of (the Korean orthography). The standard
language was defined as contemporary Seoul language used by cultured
people.

It is noteworthy that the term "middle class" was also removed in the 1988
announcement. The standardized language chosen at that time reflected many
changes in the language after the 1930s. (7} was adopted as standard
language in its commonly used form, (L) refers to the actual form of words
commonly used in everyday language and discarding obsolete words. (C¥)
adopted abbreviations as standard language, discarding the original word.



In 1991, the National Institute of the Korean Language Research was newly
established as a cultural agency under the Ministry of Culture and Sports. The
National Institute of the Korean Language Research has pursued various
projects related to the language policy of Korean and has accomplished
important tasks related to orthography and standard language. The name was
changed to the National Institute of Korean Language in 2004.

One of the tasks the National Institute of Korean Language Research
accomplished was the publication of the "Standard Korean Language Dictionary
3 in 1999. With the publication of this dictionary, the work of putting standard
language into one dictionary was completed. The first edition contained over
480,000 entries and the revised edition in 2008 contained over 510,000
entries, which were provided online. The contents of the (Standard Korean
Language Dictionary) continue to be revised and updated online. From 2011 to
2017, multiple standard languages were recognized and the list was
announced. This shows a departure from the policy of recognizing only one
standard language and a willingness to widely recognize multiple standard
languages.

In 2005, <the Korean Language Basic Law) was enacted. The purpose of
(the Korean Language Basic Law) as shown on screen now. Although there
were laws related to the Korean language in the past, such as the law
concerning the exclusive use of Han'gll and the Culture and Arts Promotion
Act, the provisions related to the Korean language were mostly symbolic and
lacked practicality. {The Korean Language Basic Law) established a Language
Deliberation Council to discuss important matters related to language norms
and standard language.
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In this session, we will examine the spelling and phonology of contemporary
Korean. The phonological system of contemporary Korean retains some
features from modern Korean while also exhibiting differences. The
phonological system of past Korean is reflected in its spelling system, so first,
we will examine the characteristics of the Enlightenment period Korean
spelling, and then we will explain the phonological system of contemporary
Korean based on this.

The spelling during the Enlightenment period reflects an transitional aspects,
while inheriting the previous phonetic transcription method but also pursuing
syllabication. Due to this characteristic, the Enlightenment period spelling

n
’

displays various transcriptions such as “phonetic  transcription(Z1Z)
"syllabication(2&)," "duplicate spelling(E&)," and ‘rephonemicization(XH2A3})."
The combination of particles with nouns and the composition of verb stems
with endings during the Enlightenment period strongly favor the “syllabication”

tendency.

However, this principle is limited to cases where the final consonant of

nouns or verb stems is restricted to "7," "®," "L," "0, "0," or "2." Example
(7t) is a case of a noun, and (L}) is a case of a verb stem. It can be
observed that the tendency toward “syllabication” is strong in contemporary
Korean as well. Of course, there were cases where these consonants were
phonetically transcribed even in cases of nouns or verb stems with those final

non non n

E’

consonants. On the other hand, when a final consonant such as "X,
"m," or "3" is present, a different pattern is observed.



Example (71) is a case of "X," while (L), (&), @, and (@H show the

= " "

"duplicate  spelling(Z&)" such as "Ax," "Ag," and 'gm,’ or the
‘rephonemicization(fiS43h" such as "As," '®8," and "715." Thus, while the
spelling during the Enlightenment period mostly continued the spelling system

of the modern period, the tendency towards “syllabication” was expanded.

Next, let's take a look at the initial consonant spelling of the Enlightenment
period. The initial consonant cluster of medieval Korean changed to a tensed
sounds during the modern Korean era.

In the modern Korean era, the 'A'-based combination of different characters
(habyong pydngsd) and the '&'-based combination of different characters were
used to represent the tensed sounds. In the Enlightenment period, the
tendency to use 'A'-based combination of different characters to represent the
tensed sounds became stronger. (7P is an example of tensed sounds
represented by the 'A'-based combination of different characters, and (L) is
an example of tensed sounds represented by the 'B'-based combination of
different characters in a specific document. (Cf) is an example of the word "A{"
that originated from the combination of the verb "MCHto write)" and a particle

n

-0, represented by the ‘B’-based combination of different characters.

Although there are some examples of the combination of the same letters
(kakcha pydngsd) to represent tensed sounds in the modern Korean era, it is
very rare. The combination of the same letters to represent tensed sounds
became prevalent in the Enlightenment period. Especially, in books compiled
by Catholic and Protestant missionaries, the combination of the same letters
was fully adopted to represent tensed sounds. (7) is an example from a book
compiled by Protestant missionaries, (L) is an example from the Korean
translation of the Bible by the Catholic Church,and (C}) is an example from the
Korean language dictionary, "Kukhanhoed', compiled by Koreans.

Thus, the spelling of tensed sounds in the Enlightenment period used the
combination of different characters with the combination of the same letters,
leaning towards the combination of the same letters. As a result, in
contemporary Korean, the combination of the same letters is used to



represent tensed sounds.

Next, let's look at the consonant system of the Enlightenment period, which
is not significantly different from the consonant system of late modern Korean.
During the Enlightenment period, the articulation position of the affricates 'X,
%, & had shifted backwards to the alveolo—palatal position. This has been
maintained in most Korean dialects, except for Pyongan Province, from the
late modern period to the present.

The fricatives ‘A" and ‘M’ also appear the same as in late modern and
contemporary Korean. In other words, in front of the vowel /i/ or the
semivowel /j/, hey were pronounced as alveolo—palatal sounds, while in other
environments, they were pronounced as alveolar sounds, represented by [s].
The other consonants, namely the nasal consonants 'O, L, O' and the liquid
consonant ‘&', were not significantly different from those of the late modern
and contemporary Korean period.

In terms of phonological constraints, during the Enlightenment period, the
so—called "initial sound rule" still existed, which prohibited the initial sound '2'
from appearing in the first syllable of a word. However, with the continuous
influx of loanwords containing ‘2" in initial position, this constraint has been
considerably weakened. In final position, as in contemporary and late modern
Korean, only one consonant among ', L, =, 2, O, H, O could be
pronounced.

Next, let's examine the vowel system. In the 18th century during the
modern Korean period, the "-" vowel underwent devoicing, and later, the
falling diphthongs ‘H[aj] and ‘dl[ej]]’ became monophthongs, resulting in a
significant change in the monophthong system by the end of the 19th
century. If represented in a chart, it would be as follows. At this time, the
diphthongs ‘t[oj]” and “Hluj]’ had not yet undergone monophthongization.

As time passed and the early 20th century approached, ‘o]’ and ‘lluj]
were sometimes monophthongized into ‘[6]” and ‘I[U]’, respectively, resulting
in a total of 10 vowels. Of the 10 vowels, the pronunciation of 4" varies
depending on its length. When short, it is close to [A], and when long, it is



close to [a1].

Even today, the standard pronunciation rules define Korean as having 10
vowels. However, ‘d[6] and ‘H[U]’, are pronounced as diphthongs [we] and
[wi], respectively, in almost all regions and generations, and the distinction
between 1" and 'H' has disappeared in almost all regions and generations.
This change seems to have begun in southern dialects where the distinction
between 1" and 'H' disappeared early on and spread to central regions. As a
result, contemporary Korean has a 7-vowel system, as shown in the table.

During the Enlightenment period, there were diphthongs such as those listed
below, which continue to exist today. (1) is an upward diphthong in the
j—type, (L) is an upward diphthong in the w-type. (Cf) is -, and there is
much debate as to whether this diphthong is an upward or downward
diphthong. If '-' is considered a downward diphthong, it would be the last
vestige of the downward diphthongs that have existed since the medieval
period, and if it is considered an upward diphthong, there is the burden of
having to recognize a new semivowel, /w/, exclusively for the diphthong ‘.’

Some of the vowels in the Enlightenment period had restrictions on their
combination with consonants. The bilabial (O, &, m, w') and the affricate
consonants (X, %, &) could not combine with upward diphthongs like "k, {1,
1, 1r. The constraint on the combination of the bilabial (o', '&', 'O, 'w’) and
—' was due to the vowel rounding in the early modern Korean period. The
constraint on the combination of affricate (X', "%, ‘&) and j-type upward
diphthongs was due to the movement of the place of articulation of affricates
towards the alveolo—palatal area in the early modern Korean period. Meanwhile,
the j-type upward diphthong '4l" could not be combined with any consonant in
an empty initial sound syllable. ' could not be combined with any consonant
in both with or without an initial sound in a syllable. This can be observed
from the tendency in the records of the time to write - as '|' after a

consonant.

These constraints have persisted in contemporary Korean. Although 'd|' is
allowed to be combined with a consonant except for the word '@ according
to standard pronunciation rules, in reality, it is often pronounced as 'i' after



any consonant. It is thought that in the Enlightenment period, central,
northwestern, southwestern, and Jeju dialects generally had a duration system
as a prosodic feature, It is difficult to determine the existence of duration
system solely from the Korean orthography, but there are some examples that
suggest its presence.

For example, (71 represents a stem such as 7AUCE, Z2CH ECF written as
‘AUCY, s, £L0F, and (L) represents verbs such as AAICEH HICY written as
‘7INE, HICY. In contemporary Korean, only the long vowels '{" and A’
undergo vowel harmony, resulting in a raised vowel when followed by the
high vowels '— or '|". In contemporary Korean, in dialects that have vowel
length as a distinctive feature, vowel length is generally distinguished only in
the initial syllable, and now most generations have difficulty distinguishing
vowel length.

Although vowel harmony was already declining during the Enlightenment
period, it still persists in contemporary Korean. During the modern Korean
period, the contrast between "—" and "-" vowel sounds disappeared due to
the devoicing of the "-" vowel sound. As a result, the contrast between "},
1" and "4, +— became the central contrast in Korean phonology. This contrast
is particularly evident in onomatopoeic and mimetic words such as (7}), as
well as in connecting suffixes such as =0t/ in (L}). In addition, there are also
examples like (Cf) where the verb stem has a positive vowel and the suffix -
O is used instead of -0 in contemporary Korean. This demonstrates that
the influence of negative vowels has become stronger as vowel harmony has
declined.
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In this session, we will examine the process of how the grammar system of
contemporary Korean was formed, with a focus on nominal and particles.
Firstly, nominal that exhibits irregular inflection patterns, also known as special
stem replacements, and that with "&" final consonant have all evolved into a
single stem in modern Korean. The special stem replacement nominal ‘L&
and 5 in (7h became U=, UZ', and the nominal ‘L& in (L), which had a
final '8', was standardized to ‘Lf2f. In some dialects, forms such as f4O[
or OlE’ that bear traces of o2 can be found occasionally.

In contemporary Korean language, there has been a widespread occurrence
of unusual variations in the final sounds of nominal. In nominal ending with
‘X, x or ‘B, ', the final consonants have been realized as ‘A’. Examples
include nominal such as (7t, L, Cf), and (2}, in which the final sounds of the
stems ‘%X, X, E, £ are pronounced as ‘A’. However, the reason why these
words are pronounced with a final ‘A’ is not clearly explained.

During the transition from Medieval to modern Korean, the distinction
between final sounds ‘=’ and ‘A" at the end of syllables disappeared, resulting
in the pronunciation being 'C' but being written as ‘A" If this is regarded as a
case where the final sound of the nominal has solidified into a different
consonant, then it can also be seen as a case that influenced the change in
the pronunciation of ‘A" in written characters to that of the final sound of the
nominal.

As a result of these changes, the constraint that '=' cannot be the final
sound of a nominal emerged in contemporary Korean. This constraint is so



strong that even the foreign word 't is changed to 'A". For example, the word
‘22 (robot)' ends with the letter 't in English, but in Korean, when the
particle -0|' is added after it, it is pronounced as [ZEA|] instead of [ZEE]].
The word "#IOE" (supermarket) in (L) also ends with the consonant 't', and
if the particle '-0f is added, the pronunciation becomes [#IHOMAA] instead of
7 IHORAH| B[]

Regarding the declination, the shift of the subject case marker "-0[" to "-7}"
is solidified in contemporary Korean. The particle "=7}" itself is clearly attested
as early as the 17th century, but it is difficult to say that examples of the
nominative case particle "=7I" in modern Korean literature are common, and it
has mainly appeared after vowels /i/ and semivowels /j/ for a considerable
period. The example of the nominative case particle "=7t" in (7}) is a clear
example of the nominative case particle "-7|" that appeared in 17th-century
documents, and it appeared after the downward diphthong “:|". The "-0|7}"
form in the southeastern dialect of Korean, which is created by adding "-7t'
after "-0|" following the word "&" in (L}), is used as a form of the nominative
case particle in dialects. In (Cf), the form of the first-person pronoun "Lt that

Ln =

follows a consonant, 'Lk=", "LIE', and "LIT', and the form that follows a

semivowel, "L}", which still remains as "LH7}, can be seen.

The replacement of "-0[" and "-7t" has solidified into the forms of "-0|" after
consonants and "-7}" after vowels in contemporary Korean. In Medieval Korean,
the particle 'A" was used as a genitive marker that followed inanimate or
animate nouns. In example (7f), '=A' is used after the inanimate noun ZEZE(Xt
H|)', while in example (L), it is used after the animate noun THE&(MZE)'.

During the modern Korean period, the genitive marker ‘' began to be used
not only for animates but also for inanimates. As a result, the use of 'A" as a
genitive marker gradually decreased, and it began to appear only in compound
nouns made up of two or more nouns. This usage is now known as the 'AfO]
A%, and it functions as a marker for compound nouns. In example (7}), LU=
E' can be understood to mean a house that sells wood, while 'L2E' without
the 'AfOJA]2" can be understood to mean a house made of wood.

The relationship between the preceding and following nouns marked by 'AfO]



A& can have various meanings. Looking at examples (7P, (L), (Cf), and (),
when the meaning relationship between the preceding element A and the
following element B in a compound noun is the location, purpose, origin,
owner, or unit of B, so, when the semantic relationship between the
preceding element A and the following element B of a compound noun is
similar to that of (71, (Lf), (E}), (2, there is a strong tendency for the 'AfOJA|
2' to be inserted. However, there are also cases where the 'AOJAIR" does
appear or not appear, such as in the words 'Al&" and ‘X&', where one side of
the word is the same, 'A|, and the relationship between the preceding and
following elements, '&" and &', is the same for both, meaning a brush for
cleaning teeth and a thread for cleaning teeth, respectively.

In Medieval Korean, the first—person pronoun was Lt and the second-person
pronoun was U, and their nominative and attributive cases were the same,
expressed as ‘LO| and ‘40" and distinguished by their tonal differences. In
(h, ‘L0l was nominative when in high tone, and attributive when in even
tone, and in (L), ‘40 was nominative when in rising tone, and attributive
when in even tone. Later, with the development of the nominative case
particle =7t after the vowel /i/ and semivowel /j/, the nominative forms of
‘LIO[" and ‘HO[" changed to ‘L7t and ‘WI7F, respectively.

As a result, in contemporary Korean, ‘LY means 'I' in the nominative case as
‘W7F, and 'my" in the attributive case as ‘W or 2. ‘L4 means 'you' in the
nominative case as W7l and 'your' in the attributive case as ‘U or ‘4.
However, as the pronunciation of 'H' and '{' became less distinct, there is a
tendency to distinguish the pronunciation of the first- and second-person
pronouns, using ‘U7F or ‘W7F instead of ‘W7F, and using ‘L’ instead of ‘UI
in the attributive case.

In Medieval Korean, there was no first-person pronoun for humbling oneself
and always used L, and the humble first-person pronoun ‘A" appeared in the
late 19th century. The origin of the pronoun ‘A is unknown, but like other
pronouns such as ‘LI and ‘L, it has taken its place in contemporary Korean
as a form of combined particle.

As the composite particle forms such as (7}), (Lf), and (Cf) was prevalently



used, the reflexive pronoun ‘A, which refers to oneself, underwent a change
in form, gradually became fixed in the high vowel form "X|" in all inflectional
forms, including the nominative case. This phenomenon is similar to the
change of the second person pronoun "' to "U" to avoid homophony with
the first person pronoun "Wi". Along with the establishment of the subject
particle ‘=7f, there was a change in pronouns, including the emergence of the
indefinite pronoun ‘& could combine with the interrogative particle =1 to
become “F1' and form sentences like "Who is it?" And this =1’ eventually
became a single word, ‘&1, +7. However, this change did not extend to
the nominative case, so the indefinite pronoun underwent a change from &
to ‘=7 in the genitive or objective case.

In relation to dependent nouns, many classical Chinese-based ones have
appeared from modern times to the present day. Especially, dependent nouns
spelled as "#&" or "$" initially appeared in the form of the construction "-S50i|
27t QICF, but later changed to -2 <80l 8iCt" in contemporary times. The
allomorph 71" of the dependent noun A", which is frequently used today, also

appeared during the Enlightenment period.

ol 1

Additionally, among dependent nouns related to time, "-&" originated from
A2" also appeared around the time of the Enlightenment period. Among
adverbs, new ones such as "', shortened form of "OfL|", "Y', asking for a
reason, and 'Z1&', indicating a mistake, emerged. Among interrogative
pronouns, "{EeC}, "AOF, "EM" and others appeared widely in the 19th
century as negative pronouns, rather than indefinite pronouns. In (7}), the
interrogative pronoun "ASA" and in (L), "F&" and "0 are used not only to
refer to an unknown object, but also to indicate an indeterminate object,
rather than being used solely for the purpose of referring to something
unknown. This usage was not well seen before the 19th century.
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In this session, we will examine how the grammar system of contemporary
Korean was formed through the conjugation of predicates. Firstly, the
conjugation of the copula '-0|-" belonged to the irregular conjugation in
Medieval Korean. As seen in examples (7P and (L), when the connective
endings -0F or -0 were attached to the copula -0|-, it was realized as '-0|
Cf, and when the connective ending '-1I' was attached, the final consonant '
was weakened and realized as '-0|2".

Such usage continued in contemporary Korean. The forms '-0[2tA" and '-0|2}
1" in (7P and -0|2" in (L) can all be considered as later forms of '-O|Cf and
'-0|2" in Medieval Korean. Although these forms still exist, they have generally
been unified into regular conjugations. 'OFLCY also shows a similar pattern. It
originated from the combination of the copula '-0]-' of the noun 'O in
Medieval Korean, but in contemporary Korean, OtLICt is used as an adjective.
Since the copula -0|-" is included in the original form of 'OfLICt, traces of
irregular conjugation remain in the conjugation of 'OfLICY.

Examples such as 'OfLI2tA], 'OfL2t" in (7)) and 'OfLI2" in (L} demonstrate
such irregular conjugations in Medieval Korean. Nowadays, forms such as 'OfL
A" and 'OfL| are more commonly used in contemporary Korean. In
contemporary Korean, the copula '-0|-" can be omitted after a vowel, a
phenomenon that began to appear in the late 18th century, became prevalent
in the 19th century, and is now more common to omit the copula 0| after a
vowel in contemporary Korean. In contemporary Korean, there are two types of
honorifics realized grammatically: the subject honorific, which raises the
subject, and the addressee honorific, which raises the listener.



The subject honorific is realized through pre-final ending "-Al-", just like in
Medieval and early modern Korean. On the other hand, the addressee honorific
has several levels. Among the six levels, the S| style and G2 style levels
are becoming less common among younger generations. The distinction
between the formal and informal forms of the addressee honorific is based on
the presence or absence of the suffix Q. This suffix "Q" appeared in the late
19th century, but its origin is difficult to trace.

In Medieval Korean, the addressee honorific was realized through the
pre—final ending =3 -". In contemporary Korean, the addressee honorific is not
realized through grammatical devices like pre—final endings, but rather through
vocabulary. For example, in (7}), (L), and (Cf), 'Z=CF, '=2ICF, '2Cf, '6EBCf, 'Ol
Cf, and ‘ZAICY are commonly used expressions, 'FCF, '2CF, 'H2Cf are
commonly used expressions, while 'E2|Cf, 'GiELCY, ‘2PAIC are addressee
honorific vocabulary. The addressee honorific vocabulary expresses actions
related to the object realized in the sentence, such as the object or adverbial,
while raising the addressee, be it a thing or a person.

One of the most distinctive features of the final endings in contemporary
Korean is that some were originally used as connective endings. For example,
() and (L) were originally examples of the connective endings -O0f and ‘-
0", respectively, while (L}) is now a final ending with the same forms of “-OF
and =0f. Similarly, (Cf) is an example of the connective endings ~X| and (2})
is an example of the final endings ~=XI'. (Of) is an example of the connective
endings =71 and (H}) is an example of the final endings ~&". These were
connective endings that have become final endings as well when the latter
part of the sentence is truncated. These phenomena began to appear in the
late 19th century and have become fully generalized in contemporary Korean
grammar.

One of the characteristic features of contemporary Korean grammar is the
strong influence of foreign languages, particularly the widespread infiltration of
direct translation from foreign languages. One such example is passive
expression. In contemporary Korean, expressions such as "~Of 2lsi0{" are
commonly used, which is believed to be related to passive expressions using



the preposition "by" in English or expressions like "IC&>T(i vyotte)" in
Japanese. Furthermore, in relation to passive voice, the so-called double
passive, in which a passive construction is combined with another passive
construction, is commonly used in contemporary Korean.

The reason for this phenomenon is that as the combination of passive
derivational affixes to create a passive formation has decreased and the
combination of the verbs “—OfX|CY and -O{X|Cf has increased, more and more
examples of verbs already in the passive form being combined with ‘-OfX|CY
and -O{XICF have emerged. There are also expressions in contemporary
Korean grammar that can be seen as influenced by Japanese.

For example, the comparative case particle 'ECt derived from the particle "=

Tt in early modern Korean can now also be used as an adverb, and the

particle "# can appear at the beginning of a sentence. In (), -ELf is an

example of a comparative case particle, while (L}) is an example of an adverb.
In (Cf), -&' is an example of a particle and in (2}), in the phrase 22t OfL|2f,

'#' can now be used alone. These phenomena are also seen in Japanese,

where 'EC} is related to the verb '&D(yori) and "#2f OfL2} is related to the

expression 'D#&7259 (nominarazu)
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In this session, we will examine the dialects of contemporary Korean. Even
during the Medieval period, there would have been regional differences in
Korean. And during the modern period, materials that confirm dialectal
vocabulary or expressions mainly in the southern region are also found.
However, it can be said that it was only from the 20th century, when dialectal
investigations became active, that the full picture of dialects became clear.

Dialects not only demonstrate regional differentiation of language, but also
carry the traces of the language's past or the process of independent change.
Therefore, examining Korean dialects is significant for concluding our
discussion on the history of the language. The dialects of contemporary
Korean can be broadly divided into six dialect areas:

Northwestern  dialects,  northeastern  dialects,  southwestern  dialects,
southeastern dialects, central dialects, and Jeju dialects. In general, the
northeastern and southeastern dialects are historically related and have pitch
accents. The northwestern, central, and southwestern dialects have duration,
and the northwestern dialects did not undergo palatalization. The Jeju dialect is
quite different from the mainland dialects, with no pitch accent or duration.
Although the dialectal regions of the Korean Peninsula can be divided in this
way, since the division of South and North Korea after liberation, the language
differences between the two regions have been gradually increasing for more
than 70 years.

The division of Korean dialects into six regions is a relatively broad
classification, so it may be necessary to divide them into smaller subgroups



for a more detailed analysis. However, in this lecture, we will focus on
understanding the regional characteristics of dialects in relation to the history
of the Korean language. Therefore, rather than delving too deeply into the
differences between dialects, we will examine their major characteristics in
terms of phonology and grammar.

First, let's take a look at phonology. In terms of consonants, the differences
between dialects are not significant. However, in the southeastern dialect, the
consonant ‘A" does not exist in the consonant system of some region. In this
kind of dialect, there is no distinction between & and ‘A’ On the other
hand, the affricate consonants ‘X, X, &' changed their articulation position
from dental to palatal through the process of palatalization during the modern
Korean language period. However, in the northwestern dialect, they are still
realized as dental affricates.

In this dialect, instead of palatalization, there is a change that eliminates the
semi-vowel /j/. For example, in (7}), the semi-vowel /j/ is elided when it is
combined with the consonants 'c, E," and in (L), the original affricate sound
of the vocabulary was changed to a stop sound. In terms of historical changes
in vowels, the devoicing of the "-" vowel, and the monophthongization of the
falling diphthongs such as 'H, I, 4|, I are distinctive phenomena. As a
result, the " -" vowel and j-type falling diphthongs have disappeared in almost
all dialects. However, the " - " vowel still remains in the Jeju dialect.

Jeju dialect words in (7t) with the "-" vowel appear in Medieval Korean
literature as well, indicating that the Jeju dialect has maintained the "-"
vowel. The word for (L}) in the Jeju dialect, '~ (0|0f2HO)," represents a falling
diphthong consisting of the semivowel /j/ and the monophthong "-." Medieval
Korean had inflections of OF, ®&, 0=, and 04X, but considering that the
following vowel of the diphthong ‘~(0[0I2HO}) is a lower vowel, there is a
possibility that, from the perspective of vowel harmony, Medieval Korean
underwent a change from the ‘R & with ‘~(0[0f2HOl)’ form to the ‘BiZ’ form

nd from the ‘€ X’ form to the ‘4% form.

Other vowels have different characteristics depending on the region. For
example, except for some parts of Kydgsangbuk-do, — and '{1' are not



distinguished in the southeastern dialect. 'H° and 'i' are becoming
indistinguishable in all dialects below the central region. The opposition
between — and '+ and between '1" and 'L’ is tending to be neutralized in
the northwestern and northeastern dialects.

The changes described above reveal an interesting trend in which the
distinction between high and low pitch is decreasing in South Korea, while the
distinction between rounded and unrounded vowels is decreasing in North
Korea. In the long term, it is possible that the number of monophthongs will
decrease.

Medieval Korean featured tonal distinctions, which were used to differentiate
meanings based on pitch. While many dialects have lost tonal distinctions,
they have been replaced by vowel lengthening, although this is not true for all
dialects. In the dialects of northwestern, southwestern, and central Korea,
vowel lengthening is still used to differentiate meaning, while tonal distinctions
still exist in the dialects of northeastern and southeastern Korea. In Jeju
dialect, neither tonal nor vowel lengthening distinctions exist. The tonal
distinctions in northeastern dialects correspond regularly with the tonal
distinctions in Medieval Korean.

In the southeastern dialects, there are regional variations, with the northern
regions having three tonal types (low, high, and falling) and the southern
regions having two tonal types (low and high). In central, northwestern, and
southwestern dialects, vowel lengthening is still used to differentiate meaning,
but mostly in the first syllable and even this distinction is disappearing in the
central dialects. Some dialects feature consonants in the medial position that
were present in Medieval Korean but disappeared in central Korean. Such
vocabulary has attracted attention for showing how historical sound changes
are manifested differently in dialects.

The consonants in question are 71, 1, A’. In contemporary Korean, words
that show the Medieval Korean medial consonants ‘0" or "1" are not commonly
seen. By looking at (7P, one can infer that the Medieval Korean &7 has
changed to '=Of. By looking at (Lf), it is possible to see that the Medieval
Korean &' form remains in some dialects. There are also examples of dialects



that show the medial '&' that is not present in central Korean. By looking at
the words (/) and (L), it can be seen that although the words that had '8’
or 'd' in Medieval Korean changed to /w/ depending on the environment in
modern central Korean, they remain as '&' in some dialects.

There are also examples of dialects that show the medial "A’ that is not
present in central Korean. By looking at the words (7} and (Lf), it can be
seen that although the words that had 'A" in Medieval Korean disappeared in
many dialects, they remain as ‘A" in some dialects.

Next, let's examine the grammar. The standard form of the nominative
particle is '-0], -7F, which is widely used in various dialects. However,
depending on the dialect, different forms are also used.

The =2f in (7}) is used in the northwest dialect, the -2 in (Lf) is used in
the central dialects such as Hwanghae and Ch'ungnam, the -2 in (Cf) is
used in the northwest and central dialects, the '-0|7} in (2}) is used in the
northeast, southeast, and central dialects, and the '-O| after an open syllable
in (0P is used in the northwest and southeast dialects. While the standard
forms of object particles are commonly expressed as -2, -2, &  throughout
the country, different forms may be used depending on the dialect. As shown
in (7, in the northeastern and central dialects, =2, -2’ are used, whereas in
the southeastern dialect, -9&, ~(9)2, -(2)Z’ are used, as in the example of
(LY). The suffix =2 is written as ‘2 in standard Korean, but pronounced as

4’ in all dialects.

However, in the southeastern and southwestern dialects, unusual forms of
this suffix may be used. Sentence—final endings in Korean vary depending on
sentence type, such as declarative, interrogative, imperative, suggestive, and
exclamatory, and are further distinguished by politeness level for addressee.
Different dialects exhibit a number of sentence-final endings that differ from
those in standard Korean, but here provides only a few examples of
sentence—final endings in the declarative form. Some dialects use
sentence—final endings that express heightened politeness, like this. Also
others use endings that express lowered politeness.



The grammar forms of Jeju dialect have not been included in our discussion
so far. The Jeju dialect features unique grammar and vocabulary compared to
other dialects, and is therefore examined separately. Jeju dialect sentence
examples shown on screen illustrate how the sentence-final endings -8/~
can indicate ongoing actions or states, ~I/Q/&-" can indicate completion,
and -93-" can indicate intention or speculation. Jeju dialect also contains a
variety of interesting vocabulary, some of which is shown on screen.
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