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A nugak is a two-story or more mid-rise structure with a tiled roof and is
larger than a chongja. A chongja does not have many columns and the roof is
often thatched. The current Soyangjong has a typical nugak architecture.

Let's take a look at the history of Soyangjong. Soyangjong is located in
Ch'unch’on, Gangwon Province. Ch'unch’on is the capital of Gangwon Province
and one of the largest cities in the province.

A view of the Soyang River from Soyangjong. The name of the chongja,
'Soyangjong, is derived from the name of the river, 'Soyanggang, which flows
across the front of the chongja. In other words, 'Soyangjong' means ‘a chdngja
by the Soyang River'.

The history of Soyangjong's founding and rebuilding is relatively well
documented in a book, Entitled Imhap'ilgiby a late Choson scholar Yi Yu-won.
Yi noted that Soyangjong is located on a hill along the Soyang River, And that
it was founded during the Three Kingdoms period based on folklore.

In his poem "Ch'unju” Won writes, 'l came to the Soyang River again, and
climbed up on a nudae by the river, The springtime color of the nudae makes
the view even more." Won’s reference to "the nudae along the Soyang River”
appears to be a reference to Soyangjong. This suggests that Soyangjong was
a popular tourist destination at least in late Koryo.

The chongja's name, Soyangjong, appears in a poem by a writer named Jo
Joon, who lived in the late Koryd and early Choson periods. In his poem,
"Song of the Soyang River on a Spring Day,” Cho Chun writes, "With a broken
heart, | mounted my horse and rode to Soyangjong, The water of the Soyang
River is blue and the moon is half-moon.” Cho was trying to mend his broken
heart by going up to Soyangjong and seeing the blue water of the Soyang
River reflecting the half moon.



In Shinjdngdonggukydjistingnam, published in Choson lists the nujong in
Ch'unch’on, Gangwon Province, Soyangjong is listed first.
Shinjdngdonggukyojistingnam is an atlas compiled by the state during Choson.
After all, Soyangjong was a trough representing Ch'unch’on.

However, in Shinjingdonggukydjistingnam, Soyangjong's name is listed as
lyoru’. As Shinjlingdonggukydjistingnamwas published around 1530, We can
see that Soyangjong was called 'lyoru’ at this time. In other words, "lyoru” is a
nickname for Soyangjong. Soyangjong means ‘the chongja on the Soyang
River', so what does "lyoru” mean?

The ru’ in 'lyoru’ means 'nugak’. ‘lyo" is a combination of the characters
“two I" and 'like Yo". ‘lyo’ means ‘liking two things’, which means 'Yosanyosu'.
"Yosanyosu" means "Liking mountains and Liking rivers,” and the two means
mountains and rivers. Here, 'mountain’ refers to Mt. Pongli and 'river' refers to
the Soyang River. This means that 'lyoru’ is a place where you can enjoy the
stunning scenery of both Mt. Pongli and the Soyang River. By the way,
Yosanyosu is a reference to The Analects, which says "A wise man loves
rivers, “The benevolent loves rivers" by Confucius.

Let's take a look at the history of Soyangjong in late Choson. According to
Yi Yu-won's Imhapiilgi, during Chosdn Soyangjong was lost twice due to the
flooding of the Soyang River. In 1605, the Soyang River flooded and
Soyangjong was swept away. Then in 1610, Yi Hui-dam, the magistrate of
Ch'unch’on, built Soyangjong again. Then, in 1777, the Soyang River flooded
again and Soyangjong collapsed. Three years later, Ch'unch’dn magistrate Yi
Tong-hyong rebuilt Soyangjong. Since Soyangjong was located along the
Soyang River, it was often washed away when the river flooded. In 1780,
when the Ch'unch’don magistrate Yi rebuilt Soyangjong, Yi wrote a letter to his
acquaintance Hong Yang—ho and asked him to record the construction of
Soyangjong. Yi rebuilt Soyangjong about 400 paces away from the original site.
We don't know why he didn't rebuild on the original site. However, it is likely
that the original site was severely damaged by the flood and a new site was
found nearby.

This is a photo of Soyangjong and the Soyang River taken in the early 20th



century. On the left side of the photo, the inscription below reads in
Japanese, "(Ch'unch’on attractions) Ch'unch’én Soyangjong and Soyang Bridge'.
The bridge on the left is Soyang Bridge, which was completed in 1933. Unlike
today, Soyangjong was a single—story building and was located directly
adjacent to the Soyang River. Looking at this photo, it's easy to see why
Soyangjong was washed away whenever the Soyang River flooded.

Ch'unch’on's Soyangjong continued to maintain its reputation as a scenic
spot  well into the 20th century. This is a book named
Kangwondomyongsogujokpublished in 1927. This book was compiled in Japan
and written in Japanese. It's a kind of travel guide to the scenic spots of
Gangwon Province. But what you should know is that the cover of this book
is  Soyangjong in  Ch'unch’'don. In  Kangwondomyongsogujok, Ch’unch’on
Soyangjong is listed as one of the scenic spots in Gangwon Province.
Soyangjong decorates the cover of the book, and the first scenic spot in
Gangwon Province is Soyangjong in Ch'unch’on.

As you can see, weve included a brief introduction to Soyangjong along
with a photo. In the photo, you can see that Soyangjong is a single—story
building that sits right next to the Soyang River. The first sentence of the
introduction states that it is located on a hill south of the Soyang River, at
the northern foot of Mt. Pongli. And was founded during the Three Kingdoms
period. It also says that the original name was Soyangjong, but it was
renamed to lyoru in the middle. And now it has regained its original name
again.

What you see here is the cover of Soyangjong, a novel by Yi Hae-jo,
published in 1912. The new novel' is a transitional narrative style between
the Choson novel and the modern novel, It was mainly created in the early
20th century. The novel Soyangjongwas serialized in the Maeil Newspaperin 65
installments between September 30 and December 17, 1911. The novel was
so popular that the first paperback edition was published in 1912 and the
seventh edition was published in 1923. The cover illustration depicts a woman
about to jump from a boat into the Soyang River on a full moon night.

The photo above is the original view of Soyangjong taken during the



Japanese occupation in the early 20th century. Below is a recent aerial view
of Soyangjong. Let's mark the location of the Soyangjong. It's hard to see the
Soyangjong from a distance, but you can see that its location has changed a
lot. In the past, it was on a hill right next to the Soyang River, But now you
can see that it has moved up to the base of Mt. Pongli.

Soyangjong was burned down during the Korean War in 1950 and
disappeared. It was rebuilt in 1966, and as you can see in the photo, a road
was built on the original site, Forcing the location was moved to the high side
of Mt. Pongti. As the location was moved to the mountain side, it would
have been difficult to see the stunning view of the Soyang River if it was
built as a single—story building. For this reason, it is believed to have been
built as a two-story chongja.

Soyangjong was designated as Cultural Property No. 1 of Gangwon Province
in 1984. Soyangjong was the first chongja to be built during the Three
Kingdoms period.
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The current Soyangjong was rebuilt in 1966 after being burned down during
the Korean War in 1950. It is now a two-story —rugak, whereas before it
burned, it was a single—story nugak. It is also now located at the foot of Mt.
Pongui, far away from the Soyang River, It was originally located right next to
the Soyang River. Today, Soyangjong has lost much of its original appearance,
Because of its long history and status as a scenic spot, it was designated as
Cultural Property No. 1 of Gangwon Province in 1984. Let's take a look at the
value of Soyangjong as a scenic spot during the Choson Dynasty.

In the spring of 1635, Kim Sang—hon, a literary figure in the middle Choson
period, visited Mt. Chongpydng among others, And wrote a travelogue entitled
Chongp’'yongryokafter touring Ch'unch’dn. In Chdngpydngrok, he wrote "I will
discuss the places in Korea where the scenery and nujong is the best by
region." He then went on to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
each of the famous nujong in Choson at the time. The nujong he listed
include  Soyangjong in  Ch'unch’dn, Yongwangjong in Pyongyang, and
Paeksangru in Anju, Kangsonru in Songch'on, Nakminjong in Hamhing, and
Ch'éngsimru in Yoju.

First up is Yongwangjong by the Taedong River in Pyongyang. Like
Soyangjong, Yongwangjong is located right on the river, so you can enjoy an
unobstructed view of the Taedong River. However, it's close to a bustling
town, It lacked a sense of seclusion.

On the left side of the photo, you can see a group of people washing
clothes by the river. This suggests that there was a village where people
gathered near Yongwangjong. It seems that it was not much different during
the Choson Dynasty when Kim Sang-hon lived. Pyongyang was a large city
during Choson, and with a village nearby, the area around Yongwangjong
would have been noisy. Therefore, Kim Sang-hon believes that Yongwangjong
is a good nugak but, Its proximity to the town made it feel less secluded.

Next up is Paeksangru in Anju. Sanghdn said that Paeksangru is a large,



colorful building that seems to sit on top of the world. This is a photo of
Paeksangru taken in the early 20th century. Paeksangru is a two-story nugak
standing majestically on a hill.

This is a painting of Paeksangru by Cho lk—-p'il from Choson. Paeksangru is
the towering structure in the center. There is a castle around it, and this is
Anju Eupsdng. Anju Castle is the place where the Kogurydgeneral Ulji Munddk
fought the Great Battle of Salsu, It was a place where foreign invasions
occurred because it was close to the border. During the KorydDynasty,
Paeksangru served as a command center for the general to lead the battle
when foreign enemies invaded. Kim Sang-hon said that Paeksangru's
disadvantage was that it made people think of the outside world. The
"periphery” is the border. So, Paeksangru is a place where battles are fought
to prevent foreign invasion, It was not possible to enjoy the natural scenery
and relax and enjoy the nature.

Last but not least is Ch'dongsimru in Yoju, Gyeonggi Province. Chongsimru is
a nugak located north of Yoju's guesthouse, along the Namhan River, which
flows through Yoju. A guesthouse is a place where foreign envoys and
officials were entertained and housed. Chongsimru is now a ruin, with no
buildings left. What you see here is a partial view of Haedongjidofrom the
mid-18th century. In the center, you can see Chongsimru. People staying at
the guesthouse would have climbed up to Chongsimru to relieve their physical
and mental fatigue. Kim Sang—hon says that Chongsimru is in the middle of
the village, but it is not crowded, Surrounded by mountains, but not stuffy.
However, Chongsimlu lacked the ability to enjoy the natural beauty. As such,
Kim Sang-hon criticized Yongwangjong in Pyongyang, Paeksangru in Anju, and
Chongsimru in Yoju. Pointing out the advantages and disadvantages of famous
nugaks.

He concluded with the following words about his visit to Soyangjong. ‘In
front of Soyangjong, there was a long river and a wide field in front of me.
Close by was a rocky valley. In the distance, it was surrounded by many
mountain peaks, and it was refreshing, peaceful, and serene. For Shinyu and
Mongsang, is perhaps the best of all.”



This is a picture of the view from Soyangjong. According to Kim, Soyangjong
is the best nugak in terms of Shinyu" and "Mongsang". Shinyu is when the
body stays still and the mind goes to a distant place to play. Mongsang is
thinking about things that are difficult to accomplish in reality. Kim Sang—hon
climbed the Soyangjong and let his mind roam freely, And experienced the joy
of imagining things that are difficult to accomplish in reality.

If Kim Sang—hon in the middle Choson period compared Soyangjong to many
famous nugaks in Choson, Song Hae—ng compared Kyongp'odae in Kangniing
to Soyangjong in Ch'unch’on. Song Hae-tng wrote a text called ‘Soyangjongi’,
in which he states in the opening paragraphs that

“The reason why Ch'unch’on is famous in the country is because of
the Soyang River. There is a nugak by the Soyang River called '
Soyangjong, which has a long history.”

The reason Ch'unch’on’'s is famous is because of the Soyang River, If you
go up to Soyangjong, you can get a good view of the Soyang River. Song
went on to compare Kyongp'odae in Kangning to Soyangjong in Ch'unch’on.

“If you go east over the big pass, there's Kyongp'odae in Kangniing,
lts as good as Soyangjong to enjoy the spectacular view. In
Ch'unch’dn and Kangniing, each had a Taebu (XAF) to rule over the
town. Both towns have a large nugak with a view of Stngyong.”

The big pass refers to Taegwallyong. Based on Taegwallydong, Gangwon
Province is divided into Yongdong in the east and Yongsoin the west. If
Yongdong is home to Kyongp'odae in Kangnlng, Yongsois home to Soyangjong
in Ch'unch’on. Kangning is the largest town in the Yongdong region.
Ch'unch’on is the largest town in Yongso. Song ranks Ch'unch’on’s Soyangjong
alongside Kangnlng's Kyongp'odae as the most important ujong in Gangwon
Province.

However, given the distance between Seoul and Gyeonggi Province, it would
be difficult to travel to Kydongp'odae in Kangnlng. "Kyongp'odae is located in a
rough place over a large pass. As one must travel over a rough mountain
road, officials or those who enjoy touring, It cannot be said a place easily
accessible.” To reach Kyongpodae, one must travel a long distance and cross



the rugged Taegwallyong. Kyongp'odae was a burdensome place for those
officials keen for a short excursion.

Ch'unch’dn, on the other hand, is only about 100 kilometers from Seoul and
Gyeonggi Province. In fact, it took Kim only about a week to travel from his
home in Gyeonggi Province to Mt. Ch'ongp’yong in Ch'unch’on and back. From
his home in Gyeonggi Province.

And the best viewpoint to enjoy Ch'unch’dn's stunning mountains is
Soyangjong. Song said, "Ch’unch’on is only about a hundred kilometers from
Gyeonggi Province, and the land is fertile. The mountains and rivers are even
more beautiful, and you can see them all at once if you climb to Soyangjong.”

One of the postcards of Soyangjong taken in the early 20th century. This is
a view of Soyangjong and the Soyang River from Mt. Pongui. At that time,
people who came to Ch'unch’on first asked for the location of Soyangjong
when they entered Ch'unch’'on. Soyangjong was the best place to enjoy the
scenery of Ch'unch’on.

This article is an excerpt from Soyangjong's history by Yi Hak-gyu, published
in 1940 and available at Kangwondoji. After the road to Ch'unch’don was
opened, Yi traveled from Seoul and Gyeonggi Province, Many people came to
see Ch'unch’on.

It is hoped that today, Ch'unch’on's Sooyangjong will become more and
more known not only to Koreans but also to people around the world.
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Soyangjong is associated with Kim Si-slp, an outstanding literary figure in
early Choson. He was praised by King Sejong the Great for his poetry at the
age of five. He was a natural talent. But in 1455, at the age of 21, while
studying at Chunghling Temple in Mt. Samgak, He heard the news that
Suyangdaegun had driven out his nephew King Tanjong and usurped the
throne. After wailing for three days, Kim Si-stp burned all his books, shaved
his head, and became a Buddhist monk. From then on, he turned his back on
the world and traveled around the country living in Mountain hermitages.

He became a monk and wandered the country, living in hermitages, In
1481, at the age of 47, he regrew his hair and returned to the world to take
a wife. But the following year, Yun, the queen of King Songjong, was killed.
Kim became disillusioned with the world and set out on another wanderlust.
His first stop was Gangwon Province. He stayed at Ch'dongp'yong Temple in
Ch'unch’'on and climbed Soyangjong. The poems he wrote during this time are
included in his collection Maewdltang Sjip under the heading of ‘Kwandong
llok’.

‘Kwandong llok’contains poems about the Soyang River and Soyangjong. For
most of his life, Kim was an outsider, unable to get on with the world. What
you see here is a portrait of Kim Si-stp, but the artist and the time period
are unknown. It is believed that the portrait was originally hung in Oseahm,
Mt. Sorak in Gangwon Province.

SO Yu-yong, a literary figure from late Choson, saw the portrait at Mt. Sorak
Oseahm and wrote a poem about it. Oseam was one of the places where
Kim Si-slp stayed when he was in hiding. In his poem, S6 wrote, A face of
excellence with furrowed brows." His life of wandering, uncompromised by the
injustices of the world, is well represented in this portrait.

Kim's life is also reflected in Ho, which he gave himself. In the olden days,
in addition to a name, people had other titles, such as Cha () and Ho (5§).
A name is a title given to a person when they are born into the world. Cha is



a title given to a person when they are 15 to 20 years old, as a sign of
adulthood after a ceremony. While names and Chas are given by others, Ho is
often self-given. In particular, a person's self-name is called ‘Chaho’. He put
his identity and life orientation into it.

The name "Si-stp’ comes from the first chapter of The Analects, "How
pleasant it is to learn and practice from time to time". Cha is related to the
meaning of the given name, and ‘Yolkyong' is taken from the same passage
from The Analects. In Kim Si-stp's Cha, "YOI" means “joyful,” and "Kydng™" is a
honorific title given to a man. Kim Si-slp had several Chas for himself,
including Chonghanja, Maewodldang, Tongbong, and Chiesedng. Chonghanja
means a simple life without office and dignified poverty, Chleseong means a
humpbacked beak, useless to the world. Kim Si-slUp chose these names
because he hid himself away from the world.

Cha or Ho was a common title for any major literary figures of Choson.
However, Kim Si-stp was traumatized by the events of King Sejo's overthrow
of his nephew Tanjong and usurpation of the throne. He shaved his head and
became a monk. Because he refused to live as a scholar, he was given the
Buddhist name ‘Soljam’. We don't know much about the meaning of "Soljam,"
which is a monk’s title.

Almost 300 years after his death, King Chongjo awarded him the high office
of ‘liop'ansd’, And bestowed upon him the title of ‘Chdgan’. Siho was given to
a person who had served in a high government position or had accomplished
something remarkable, To honor a person who has served in a high official
capacity. King Chongjo recognized Kim Si-stp’'s ability to stay away from
injustice and live honestly. He bestowed the title of "Chonggan” on him.

In his later years, he reflected on his life and wrote a long poem called "My
Life’. "I was born and became a man, but why did | not fulfill my human
duties?” He began the poem by blaming himself. But Kim Si-slp was a man
who struggled to uphold human decency more than anyone else in a turbulent
political situation. And he dreamed of a world in which the politics of the
sage king, and human beings lived by keeping morals.

After his death, Kim Si-stp wrote on his tombstone, "An old man who died



dreaming. He wanted future generations to recognize him, even if it was a
thousand years later.

In 1582, Yi | was commissioned by King Sonjo to write a biography of Kim.
Yi summarized Kim's life as ‘Simyujokbul’, or Confucianism at heart and
Buddhism in action. Though he shaved his head and became a monk, he was
Confucianism at heart and Buddhism in action.

When we look at his life and thought, he straddled Confucianism and
Buddhism. In his writings, he discussed the ways of the king and the politics
of the people. He wrote ‘In'gund’ and ‘Aeminti’. Furthermore, he criticized the
mysticism of Buddhism and Taoism in texts such as ‘Shin‘gwisdl and
Taeguksol'. On the other hand, Kim Si-stp also wrote Buddhist works such
asMyobdbydnhwagydngbydlch'an and Hwadmgyongsokche.

Beyond Confucianism and Buddhism, Kim was concerned with the
fundamentals of human life. Confucius traveled the length and breadth of
China preaching the Confucian Way, only to die and be buried in a tomb. The
Buddha taught countless disciples and his speeches are recorded in the
Buddhist scriptures, but he died and was reduced to a handful of ashes. Kim
saw the lives of Confucius, the Confucian saint, and Buddha, the Buddhist
saint, as all futile. It's a very pessimistic attitude. But Confucianism or
Buddhism, Confucius or Buddha. The world they sought was a just world
where human decency was practiced. Underlying the poem is a critique of the
lack of justice in the world at the time, says Kim.

Kim Si-stp was troubled by the unjust world and skeptical about human life,
And came out to Ch'unch’on, Gangwon Province.

This is a poem titled ‘Nagunae’ (The Wanderer) written by Kim Si-stp when
he came to Ch'unch'on and stayed at Ch'dongp’yongsa. A Wanderer is a
person who wanders from place to place without a fixed destination.

Let's read Kim's poem, ‘The Wanderer .

‘I have come to Ch'ongp'yongsa as a wanderer / [ play as I
please in the spring Mountains / Even when the birds cry, the

pagoda is silent. / Even when the flowers fade, only a little poem



flows. / 1 recognize the delicious herbs of the season / The
fragrant mushrooms are soft after the rain. / As I recite my
poems, | enter into the agitation. / The pain of a hundred years

of life disappears.”

Ch'ongp’yongsa is located on Mt. Ch'dongp'yong in Ch'unch’'on and was
founded in early Koryd. Mt. Ch'dongp’yong and Ch'ongp’yongsa became famous
when Koryd nobleman Yi Cha—-hyon abandoned the office and took refuge
here. Kim Si-slp enjoyed the tranquility of a spring day at Ch'ongp’yongsa
and wrote poetry, just as Yi did. In particular, he shook off the cares of life
by entering Sondong. ‘Sondong means ‘the valley of the xian," which is the
name Yi Cha-hyon gave it. By staying in Mt. Ch'ongp’yong, Kim hoped to
forget the troubles of the world, like Vi.

During his time in Ch'unch’on, he climbed Soyangjong and wrote several
poems. One of his poems is entitled ‘Ascending Soyangjong [E#Bfa=], in a
seven—pentameter poem. And three consecutive five—pentameter poems with
the same title. What you see here are five-pentameter poems. Let's read the
first of the three pentameter poems.

‘Over there where the birds fly, the sky is full. / The loneliness
never ceases beside the worries. / The mountain bends mostly
from the north / And the river flows steadily toward the west. /
The geese settle down on the hazy sandbanks. / At some point
they cast off the nets of the world / And come back here to

play.”

Behind Soyangjong is Mt. Pongti, and in front is the Soyang River. Across
the river are the fields of Wudu, and to the north of them are the dense
peaks. Sitting on the Soyangjong, Kim Si-slp's gaze is drawn to the distant
sky. To the boats docked on the banks of the Soyang River, moving from far
to near. On a normal day, he would climb up on the Soyangjong to admire
the scenery. He would have enjoyed the scenery, writing poetry and drinking
with his acquaintances. However, as a wandering vagabond, he was deeply
troubled by the state of the world and unable to entertain himself. So, in the
seventh and eighth wards, Kim sheds all the troubles in his mind, He longs
for the day when he can climb back up to Soyangjong and enjoy the view.



HS6 Kyun, a literary figure from the mid-Choson period, considered Kim's
poem about Soyangjong to be his greatest masterpiece. HO evaluated Kim
Si-stp's Soyangjong poem as follows.

“Shaking off all worldly temperament, it is harmonious and
contained. Those who compose or polish poetry in a casual

manner should definitely give way to him.”

He said that Kim's poetry was outstanding because "Without worldly
temperament, it is tranquil and plain," he wrote. Poems written in the nujong
usually enjoy worldly culture. Conversely, they often exaggerate their secular
aspects. However, in Kim's poems, there is neither worldly frivolity nor
exaggerated worldliness. He simply sang about the excellence of life in a calm
and unassuming manner. This is exactly what HO Kyun appreciated.

Kim Ch'ang-hip, an outstanding poet of late Choson, made a similar
assessment of Kim Si-slp's Soyangjong poem.

Kim Ch'ang—hlp was also irritated by the turbulent political situation and
retreated to langwon Province for a long time. Naturally, he also visited
Soyangjong in Ch'unch’dn. Kim Ch'ang-hlp went up to Soyangjong, recalled
the traces of Kim Si-slp, and appreciated the poems he wrote. He
commented on Kim's poem as follows.

“This poem is profound in its rhythm and profound in its
description of the scenery, It deserves to be placed at the top of

the list of poems that recite the Soyangjong.”

Kim Ch’ang-hlp appreciated the depth of Kim's emotion, And the realistic
depiction of the surrounding scenery as seen from the Soyang River.

Today, Soyangjong has a plague with a poem by Kim Si-slp. The original
Soyangjong was burned down during the Korean War in 1950 and rebuilt in
1966. The plagque with Kim Si-slip's poem on Soyangjong was also recently
written and hung. In this way, Soyangjong has been associated with Kim
Si-slp from the Choson Dynasty to the present. And his poems have been
passed down through the ages.



In order for a nujong to be named a scenic spot, several requirements must
be met. First and foremost, the natural scenery around the nujong must be
beautiful. It also needs to be architecturally distinctive. However, this is not
enough. A special connection to a famous person, or a poem or article written
by an accomplished writer, Or a painter captures it vividly on canvas. A
nujong takes on a special meaning and becomes even more valuable as a
scenic spot. Soyangjong in Ch'unch’dn has a special connection, which passed
from Kim Sang-h'on to Kim Ch'ang-hy'op and Kim Ch'ang-hip, With the
Andong Kim clan in late Choson.

Let's take a look at the relationship between the Kim Sang-h'dn family and
Soyangjong in Ch'unch’on, and the poems about Soyangjong created by the
Kim Sang-h'on family. Kim Sang-hon was a good official during the reign of
King Injo. In the spring of 1635, the year before the invasion, Kim Sang—hon
traveled to Ch'unch'on, including Mt. Ch'dngpydng. It was in 1635 that Kim
Sang-hdn went on a pleasure trip to Mount Ch'ongpyong in Ch'unch'on. It
was at this time that he was experiencing conflicts with the bureaucrats in
Ch'unch’'don and grew disillusioned with the political reality. He traveled to
Ch'unch'on  and  wrote a  travelogue  called  Ch'dngp’yongrok.
Ch’'dngp'yongrokrecorded his travels and what he saw and heard from March 8
to 14, 1635. He also wrote down his poetry while visiting places like
Soyangjong.

On March 11, 1635, Kim Sang-hon wrote the following poem from
Soyangjong.
‘In March, Going up to the Chongja by the Soyang River. / The
scenery in front of the Chongja is really good for playing / The
land is vast and high in the sky, resembling Ttungwanggak. / The
water of the river is clear, the sand is white, and it resembles the
color of Jizhou. / The apricot blossoms are already fading and so
are the chrysanthemums. / The spring grasses are withering

because the royal family hasn't come. / Drunkenly leaning against



a pillar, whistling long. / The sun setting on western mountain
peak sends light to Mt. Wudu.”

Kim Sang—hon visited Ch'unch’on in the late spring and early summer of the
third lunar month. The waters of the Soyang River are swollen and clear, and
the Wudu fields across the Soyang River are vast. The Mountain Wudu in the
distance was turning green and it was a good time to visit. Therefore, Kim
Sang-hon compared Soyangjong to Tungwanggak and Ch'unch’on to Jizhou.
Tungwanggak was built during the Tang Dynasty and is considered one of the
four great nugaks of China. Jizhou is a place in Sichuan Province, China. The
Tang Dynasty's great poet Du Fu loved the mountain streams of Jizhou. Kim
Sang-hon believes that Ch'unch’on and Soyangjong are comparable to Jizhou
and Tungwanggak in China. Confident that it was a beautiful town and
chongja.

As he climbed up to Soyangjong and enjoyed the scenery, he had a lonely
thought. The apricot blossoms had already dropped, and the chrysanthemums
had withered. It wasn't just that all the pretty flowers had wilted. In six verse,
it says that the spring grasses are wilting because the royals have not come.
This phrase describes the grievance of a wanderer away from home. Kim
Sang-hdn didn't come to Ch'unch’on for pleasure. He was at odds with the
bureaucracy and deeply troubled about his role. He resigned and refused to
take a government post, despite the king's insistence. Because of this, Kim
Sang—hon was unable to enjoy the springtime scenery at Soyangjong. He
would get drunk on Soyangjong, watch the sun set, and whistle for a long
time to get rid of his troubles.

Kim Chang-hydp, Kim Sang-hdn's great-grandson, had also climbed
Soyangjong to forget about the political situation at the time. Kim was a
bureaucrat and scholar during the reign of King Sukjong. The reign of King
Sukjong was a time in Chosdn's history when antagonism and confrontation
between factions or pungdang was at its most extreme. A pungdang is a
group of political associates. During the Sukjong period, many people were
killed in repeated political reprisals due to quarrels among the pungdang. Kim
Chang-hyop's family, representing the Soin and Noron, was deeply involved in
central politics. In 1689, Kim Chang-hyop was 39 years old and serving as a



magistrate of Chongp'ung. At this time, his father, Kim Su-hang, was exiled
to an island called Jindo. Kim Chang-hyop then resigned from the court and
went into hiding in Yongp'yong, Gydnggi Province, what is now today's
P’ochon, Gyeonggi Province.

Then, in 1696, at the age of 46, Kim Chang-hydp traveled to Wonju,
Gangwon Province, to attend the funeral of an acquaintance. And visited
Ch'unch’don on his way back. At this time, he climbed Soyangjong and wrote
the following poem.

“The other day my great-grandfather climbed this nujong. After
sixty-two years, | came for a pleasure trip again / I've been
hearing about the scenery for a long time / Now that I'm here,
the scenery surpasses other villages. / The distant mountains are
spread out like a picture. / A hundred clear rivers wash away the
sickness of the traveler. / After a drink, I mounted my horse and
rode away. / At the western corner of the parapet, I turn and

look again.”

The title reads, "On my great-grandfather's poem | humbly rhyme".
Great—grandfather refers to Kim Sang-hon, The word "Ch’aun” refers to the
rhyme scheme of his great-grandfather's poem. Unja is a type of rhyme. In a
poem, rhymes are usually placed on the last letter of an even number of lines
to create a musical effect. In a hexameter poem, where the first line has
seven characters, the rhyme is also placed on the first line. Kim Sang—hon
climbed Soyangjong in 1635 and Kim Ch'ang-hydp found it in 1696. The first
and second lines are a reference to this.

Kim Ch'ang-hydp had heard of Soyangjong's reputation, And marveled that
the scenery was so good that view overwhelms other villages. The 7th and
8th lines depict a wanderer having a drink to soothe his woes, And too
reluctant to leave.

Kim Chang-hydp also wrote a travelogue called "Tongjonggi” at this time. In
it, Kim climbed Soyangjong for two consecutive days on August 19 and 20 of
the lunar calendar. For Kim, Soyangjong was a very meaningful place. It was
also because Soyangjong was named as a scenic spot, But also because his



great—grandfather, Kim Sang—hon, stopped by and wrote a poem. There are
also similarities between the political situations of Kim Sang-hdon and Kim
Ch'ang—hyop when they visited Soyangjong. Kim Ch'ang-hyop follows in his
great—grandfather's footsteps and forgets the troubles of the world, And surely
wished to find his way in life.

Kim Ch'ang-hlUp, Kim Sang-hon's great-grandson and Kim Chang—hyop's
younger brother, also stopped by Soyangjong and left a poem. Like Kim
Ch'ang—hyop, Ch'ang-hUp was deeply dismayed by the intense factional
struggles, And went into hiding in Inje and Hwach’dn in Gangwon Province.
He also spent time in Ch'unch’on and Kangning. Like Kim Chang-hyop,
Ch'ang—hlp, wrote a poem based on a rhyme scheme by his
great—grandfather, Kim Sang—hon.

“There is a tall nujong by the Soyang River / Our ancestors came
and said it was a good place to play / Being a land of Kumdae,
nowhere comparable in Hannam / A scene so stunning it
overwhelms Paesd / The pillars reflected in the river water
bounce and the fish are happy / The geese passing by the faint
sandbar worrying me / Looking to the north, I see a vague

afterglow / The blue mist rises above Mt. Kyong un’

"Our ancestor” in line 2 refers to his great-grandfather, Kim Sang-hon. Kim
acknowledged that the Soyangjong in Ch'unch’on was indeed a place to be,
just as his ancestor had said. Kimdae in the third line means collar and
waistband, Ch'unch’'on is a stronghold where the rugged mountains are like a
lapel and the river is like a waistband. This means that there is no such area
south of the Han River. The Soyang River, also known as the Puk’an River,
flows to Seoul and forms the Han River. The P'aesO in the 4th line refers to
Pyeongan Province. Pyeongan Province has many famous nujong, such as
Yon'gwangjong in Pyongyang and Paeksangru in Anju. This is to say that
Soyangjong in Ch'unch’'on is such a wonderful nujong that it overwhelms
Yon'gwangjong and Paeksangru. With a wistful heart, Kim Ch'ang-hip looked
north to Mt. Kyong'un. Mt. Kydng'un is another name for Mt. Ch'dngpydng,
where the Koryd's hermit Yi Cha-hyon had taken refuge. When Kim
Ch'ang—hlp looked north to Mount Ch'dngpydng, he was trying to follow in



the footsteps of the hermit Yi.

Like his great-grandfather and older brother, Ch’ang-hip didn't just climb
aboard a small boat and enjoy the views. For as the fish in the river happily
frolicked, he was a wandering wayfarer.

Kim's Soyangjong poem is not limited to his family's descendants, Kim
Chang-hydp’s disciples, O Yu-bong and Yi Hae—gon are also discemible this
way. O is said to have admired Kim Sang-hdn's poem when he saw it
hanging in Soyangjong. This suggests that Kim Sang-hdn's poems were
hanging in Soyangjong at the time. Kim Ch'ang-hydp's literary friend, Vi
Ha—gon, wrote a poem about Kim Chang-gydp's Soyang River. Since Kim
Chang—hyop rhythmed his great-grandfather Kim Sang—-hon, Lee Hae—gon was
also a student of Kim Sang-hon's poetry.

Yi's Soyangjong poem was written in 1714 when he was 38 years old. In
the third month of the lunar calendar of that year, Yi traveled around the
Kwandong region and visited Mt. Kimgang, leaving behind a travelogue called
Tong'yurok. According to Tong'yurok, Yi climbed to Soyangjong on March 24 of
the first lunar month, "The rivers and mountains are clean and beautiful, and
the misty trees far away. It is truly a picturesque landscape’, he writes in
admiration.

Today, a plagque with Kim's poem about Soyangjong hangs on the plague.
The photo you see here is a view of the Soyang River from Soyangjong, and
it hangs in Soyangjong. The original Soyangjong was burned down during the
Korean War in 1950 and rebuilt in 1966.

Chong Yak-yong, a great scholar in late Choson, traveled to Ch'unch’on
twice in 1820 and 1823. In 1823, he left a travelogue called Sanhaeng ligi. In
it, he wrote poems by Kim Sang-hon and brothers Kim Ch'ang—hydp and Kim
Ch'ang—hUp and hung them in Soyangjong. The current plaque containing Kim
Ch'ang-hyop followed this record. However, the poems of Kim Sang-hdn and
Kim Ch’ang—hydp are not hanging there. Probably because Kim was considered
one of the greatest poets in late Choson it seems.

Soyangjong was a special place for the Kim Sang-h'on family. It didn't stop
there, but was extended to Kim Ch’ang-hydp's disciples as well, making it a



meaningful place.



Chong Yak-yongwas a scholar from late Choson who had a strong
connection to Ch'unch’dn, where Soyangjong is located. He visited Ch'unch’on
twice, in 1820 and 1823. On both visits, he climbed Soyangjong to admire the
view and write poetry. Let's take a look at Chdng's two trips to Ch'unch’dn
and the poems he wrote on Soyangjong.

First, let me give you a brief introduction to Chong Yak-yong. He was born
in NUngnae-ri, Joan-mydn, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi Province. He was favored
by King Chdongjo from an early age, And was seen as a key man to succeed
Ch'ae Che-gong and Yi Ka—hwan in the Namin faction. However, his political
opponents constantly attacked him for his association with Catholicism. Choson
was a Confucian country, so it was taboo for officials to be associated with
Catholicism. During the 1800, when his opponents attacked for his alleged
Catholic  connections, Chong resigned his position and returned to his
hometown. Then, the following year, in 1801, when King Chongjo ascended to
power, there was a massive crackdown on Catholics. Because one of his
brothers was a Catholic, Chong was implicated and sentenced to exile.

When Chong reached the age of 60, he recorded his life by naming his
own epitaph. At this time, he cultivated himself with the Confucian canons of
The Four Booksand The Six Classics, And created guidelines for ruling the
country with one P'yo and two Books. The first book refers to Kydngseyup'yo,
and the second book refers to Mongminshimsdand HUmhimshinso. These
writings sharply pointed out the problems of Choson at the time and
contained reforms that could reform the state.

During his time in his hometown, Chong visited Ch'unch’on twice. The first
was in 1820, when his elder brother Chong Yak-hyon brought his second son,
Hak-sun (2), To Ch'unch’'don to greet his daughter-in-law, Chdng followed
as well. During this time, Chong collected the poems he wrote while traveling
to Ch'unch’on and compiled them into a collection entitled Ch’dn’ukihanggwon.

Below are some of the poems in this collection.



“Straight north through Usu, then northeast again / Amidst the

peaks of the mountains, the clear river is ten league.”

"Ch’énwu” is a Chinese word that combines the character "pierce Ch'én" and
‘cow Wu". The "wu" character refers to "Wusu," the old name of Ch’unch’dn.
In other words, "Ch’dnwu" means "to penetrate Ch'unch’on. Chdng’'s hometown
was on the Han River. Chong traveled by boat through the mountains and
meandering waterways to Ch'unch’on. He saw it as like boring a hole through.

The following is a poem that Chong Yak-yong wrote on the Soyangjong
when he first went to Ch'unch’on in 1820.

‘A fisherman enters Tongch'én in search of Tohwawon. / He
stood in front of Manjong like a colorful nugak / There's no sign
of the Kung clan and the Yu clan occupying it / The quarrel
between Han and Mac is but a pity / The old fields of Wusu are
full of spring grass / And the petals of the flowers that have fallen
into the river from Inje. / What good does it do to wrap them in
silk or wear them in sleeves / A lone anchor in the willows by the

river at sunset.”

The arrival of the boats from the first and second line, He likened it to a
fisherman entering Tongch'on in search of Tohwawdn. Tohwawon refers to an
idealized utopia in Tohwawon'giwritten by Tao Yuanming. During the Qin
Dynasty in China, a fisherman living in Wuling followed the path of a river
that was flowing down with foxglove flowers, And came upon a village of
people who had escaped the harsh politics of Qin Shi Huang. This place is
called Murlingdowdn. Tongch’don means the place where the xian lives. It's a
word used to describe an exalted place. For Chong, traveling to Ch'unch’on
was a way to leave the tainted world and enter a world of simple people,
And to enter the world of the xian, where the scenery is spectacular.

In the third and fourth lines, however, Chong recalls the past. The poem is
titted 'Soyangjong Hoego'. It means ‘recalling history in Soyangjong”. The
Gungs and Yus of the third line refer to the Nangrang governor Yu Mu and
the Taebang governor Kung Chun. Nangrang and Taebang were four
occupation centers established by the Han Dynasty on the ancient Korean



Peninsula. They were located in close proximity to Ch'unch’on. The Han and
Mac in the fourth line refers to the country of Chinhan in the ancient Korean
Peninsula and the Mac Kingdom, which was based in Ch'unch'don. The Kungs
and Yus captured Ch'unch'on, faced Koguryd to the north, and attacked
Chinhan to the south. Soon, Chdng was on the Soyangjong, thinking about the
ancient nations that had Ch'unch’on as their base. However, all of these
ancient nations had disappeared into history, Chong could only see grass
growing in the fields of Wusu. And the waters of the Soyang River have
always flowed unchanged, regardless of the rise and fall of man.

When the 7th District saw the plague on the Soyang River, they were
moved to tears by the impermanence of human life. Once upon a time,
during the Song Dynasty in China, a man named Wi Ya went to a temple
with Ku Jun, and they each wrote a poem and left it behind. Later, when
they went to the temple again, Ku's poem was wrapped in silk and stored
away, And Wi's poem had been neglected and had gathered a lot of dust. It
is said that the beautiful woman that Wi took with him used her sleeve to
dust off the dust that had accumulated on his poem. Chong may have written
a great poem like Ku Jun, Or a poor poem like Wi, it doesnt matter. Because
even if he wrote a good poem and hung it on the Soyangjong, it would be
insignificant in the long, long history of poetry. Chdng Yak-yong's poem
depicts the stunning natural scenery of Ch'unch’on. But it is also a
retrospective of Ch'unch’dn’'s history.

What you see is part of the preface toSanhaeng llgi. In 1823, Chong
traveled to Ch'unch’on again. This time, his son Hak-yon was on his way to
meet his daughter—in—law with his grandson Tae-lim. It was during this trip
that Chong wrote this travelogue Sanhaeng llgi. The word ‘San’ means 'Sansu’,
which refers to the Puk’an River that flows through Ch'unch’on, Like his first
trip to Ch'unch’on, Chong traveled by boat up the Puk’an River to Ch'unch’on.
He wanted to visit Mountain Hankye in Inje and Kok'un in Hwach'dn. Mountain
Hankye refers to Mt. Sorak, and Kok'un is where Kim Su-jung hid out during
late Choson. The upper reaches of the Puk’ant River also reach Mt. Hankye in
Inje and Kok'un in Hwachon. Near Soyangjong in Ch'unch’on, the Soyang River
from Inje and the Changyang River from Hwach'on merge. Hence the title of



the travelogue Sanhaeng llgi.

Let's continue with the preface of Sanhaeng llgi. On his second trip to
Ch'unch’don, Chong made a lot of preparations in advance. First, he arranged
for two boats, one for himself and one for his son Hak-yon. He made the
boats like houses, decorating them with rooms, naming them, and writing on
the pillars.

Chong named his boat 'Sansurokjae’, which means ‘house of green
mountains and rivers. On the pillars of his son Hak-yon's boat, he wrote
‘House on the water’ and ‘Sleeping on fire and eating wind’. A boat is not
just a means of transportation, it was also a place to sleep and eat, and a
place to enjoy the views. This is also part of the preface.

On his second trip to Ch'unch’on, Chong planned to take a painter with him
to paint the scenery. On his first trip to Ch'unch’on, he was disappointed that
he could only describe the stunning scenery in poetry. Moreover, on the
second trip, he planned to visit Kokunkugokin in Hwach'dn and Mt. Hankye in
Inje. So Chong heard that a man named Pang Wu-do was good at painting
scenery, And sent his son to fetch him. Fortunately, Pang agreed, but in the
end he fell ill and couldn't come with them. Chdng was very disappointed.

Chong's second trip to Ch'unch’on was accompanied by many acquaintances.
What you see here is Chong Yak—yong traveling by boat from his home in
Namyangju up the Puk’an River, All the way to Ch'unch’dn on a map of
today. They set out on April 15th and arrived in Ch'unch’on two days later on
the 17th.

What you see is an account of the journey in Sanhaeng llgidated April 20
on a lunar calendar. Chong traveled on the Soyangjong with a group of
people, including his friend Yi Jae-ui. On his second trip to Ch'unch’dn, Chong
did not compose any Soyangjong poem. Instead, he cleanly wrote out the
Soyangjong poems of senior writers who had previously traveled to Soyangjong
and hung them on the plague. He also walked with his own poem,
Soyangjong, which he wrote on his first trip to Ch'unch’on. After descending
from Soyangjong, Chong and his companions floated a boat on the Soyang
River and enjoyed boating.



As mentioned above, the current Soyangjong has a plaque with the poem
written by Chong Yak-yong. The photo at the top is a poem by Kim Si-sUp
and Kim Ch'ang— hup that currently hangs in Soyangjong, The bottom one is
by Yi Chae-ho and Cho Jae-ho. Chdng's Sanhaeng llgiecords played an
important role in the restoration of the Soyangjong poetry plaques.
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