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Hello. My name is Shin Ho-rim, and | am giving a lecture on the subject of
"Early Choson and Hanyang" and its relation to Seoul's history and cultural
spaces. The topic of this lecture is primarily based on the country of Choson,
and more specifically, focuses on the early Choson era, and the spatial
background of "Hanyang".

Joseon is the name of the new state that was founded by its first monarch,
Yi Songgye, in 1392. Up until that point on the Korean peninsula, there was a
state called Koryd which was established in 918. When we talk about Seoul in
a historical context, we refer to it as Hanyang, because present-day Seoul
starts in Hanyang of the Chosdn dynasty. It wouldn't be an exaggeration to
say that the history of Seoul begins with the establishment of Hanyang as
capital during the Choson era. Therefore, we will talk about Seoul by looking
at the early Choson period and Hanyang.

In this regard, there is one point that needs clarification. That is, when did
the early Chosdn period end? Usually, the division of Chosdn's historical
periods are explained in one of the following two ways. One way is to divide
Choson history into early and late periods. In the history of Choson, the Imjin
War and the Manchu Invasion are called the "Yangnan" ("Twin Calamities”). The
Imjin War was in 1592, the Manchu Invasion occured in 1636. War brings
enormous Vviolence to the people living in an area, and after a war, the way of
life and the order of the world that was previously in use collapses, resulting
in new forms of life and worldviews. War brings about enormous historical
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transformations. Therefore, the period up until the Pydngcha Horan in the 17th
century is termed early Choson, while the period from the 18th to the 19th
century is termed late Choson.

Alternatively, a more detailed method is to divide the Choson history into
early, middle, and late periods. This approach views the 15th and 16th
centuries as the early period, the 17th century as the middle period, and the
18th and 19th centuries as the late periods of Choson. Of course, even with
these periodizations, wars serve as indicators of significant historical turning
points. Looking at times of war as separate, independent historical moments
presents differences.

In this session, we will employ the former perspective to examine the early
Choson period. Thus, in this session we will only cover the period up until the
Imjin War. With "Early Choson and Hanyang" as our theme, the topic of this
lecture is, specifically, “The foundation of Choson and Hanyang." Before the
establishment of Choson, there was a state called Koryd. The capital of Koryd
was Kae—gyong, which is in the present-day region of Kaesong. Hanyang was
called Hanyangbu during the Koryd period, but it was also called Namgyong,
which means "southern capital." In reality, it functioned as the capital at the
end of the Koryd period, during the reigns of King U and King Kongyang.
Therefore, when Choson was founded, the Namgydng region was naturally
adopted as the capital and, under the name of Hanyang, eventually became
what is now Seoul. The reason why we are going to cover the establishment
of Choson in this session can be found here.

As the history of Choson began, Hanyang established itself as the capital.
Thus, in order to understand Seoul, it is necessary to have a prior
understanding of the history of Choson. How was Choson founded, and what
the cultural significance of Hanyang when it began, in earnest, to function as
the capital? These are the questions that need answering. If we want to talk
about the founding of Choson, we also need to learn about the history of
Koryd, albeit briefly. Of course, it's difficult to summarize the entire history of
a country all at once, but let's take a brief look at the key points.
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Koryd was founded in 918 by Wang Kon. Wang Koén formed close
relationships with the powerful local familiies, who were the center of regional
power, and continued to strengthen his royal authority. As time passed, these
families increasingly developed into an hereditary aristocracy. They took control
of central authority and started to establish their hereditary power by taking
advantage of systems such as the "Umsd’. The Umsd was an appointments
system in which individuals could obtain government positions without taking
civil service exams, such as the 'kwagd'. As such, unlike the factions who
entered politics by default through the Umso, there had been groups of people
who obtained government positions through the kwago. For the sake of
convenience, they are called "Shinjinsain”™ (New Scholars). One can say they
were a group of intellectuals who were newly emerging. They tried to
increase their own power in opposition to the hereditary aristocracy, however,
breaking the power of the hereditary aristocracy, who had already firmly
established their power, was not an easy task.

Meanwhile, in 1170, the Musin Rebellion broke out. The Musin Rebellion
was an incident in which a military faction revolted against the injustices of
the civil class and seized power. This was the start of the so-called military
regime. At this time, the civil class would have been comprised of the
hereditary aristocracy. As it was difficult for the military officials to govern
alone, the military regime began to politically protect and foster the newly
emerging intellectuals who were opposed to the hereditary aristocracy. A kind
of symbiotic relationship formed between them.

However, even after the establishment of the military regime, Koryd did not
reach a period of stability. In 1231, the Mongol invasion began and in 1361,
there was another invasion by the Red Turban Army. Due to the constant
invasion of foreign powers, Koryd's power began to decline, and it eventually
came under the rule of the Won dynasty. While under the rule of the Won
dynasty, another power emerged. Namely, the "Kwonmun Sejok" (powerful
families) who seized control of the government. During the time when Koryd
became a vassal state under Won dynasty in the wake of the Mongol
invasion, the Kwonmun powerful families expanded their power by showing
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loyalty to the Won dynasty All the names of the kings of the Koryd during
this period included the word "ch'ung.” As can be seen from the names of the
25th king to the 30th king of Koryd (Ch'ungnydl-wang, Ch'ungson-wang,
Ch'ungsuk-wang, Ch'unghye-wang, Ch'ungmok-wang, and Ch'ungjong-wang),

all of their names contained the word "Ch'ung’. "Ch'ung" orients Koryd towards
the Won dynasty, and is a humiliating part of its history.

When the Kwonmun families were in power, a force emerged to counter
them. This group was called the 'Shinheung Sadaebu’. They used
Neo-Confucianism as an ideological weapon to establish their political identity
and began to accumulate power to counter the Kwonmun families. The
Shinheung Sadaebu was the main force behind the establishment of Choson.
The Shinheung Sadaebu established Choson, proclaiming Yi Songgye (T'aejo) as
king, and began to create a new world based on their political weapon,
Neo—-Confucianism.

Originally, Buddhism provided the philosophical and religious foundation of
Koryd. At this point, there was a philosophical transition from Buddhism to
Neo-Confucianism. The establishment of a new country entails a massive
transformation in various respects. Following the series of such changes can
also help us understand Hanyang. The new establishment of Choson-era Seoul
as 'Hanyang' differentiated the city from the Koryd—era Seoul, and symbolized
a turning point and break with the past. Of course, it may have also served
as a natural way to put a check on the incumbent power formerly established
in Seoul. Here, Seoul literally refers to ‘capital city." "Seoul” originally meant
the place where the central government of a country was located. This term
is now used to designate the capital city of Korea. It is said that Korea was
the first and the last country in the world to directly name its capital city
"Seoul”.

In this session, we looked at the history of Koryd before the founding of
Choson. Koryo displayed a different character to Choson, and diverged in every
respect, from the location of its capital, to the ideology that held sway during
that period. Whenever a new country is founded, indicating a new beginning,
it needs to appear different, distinct from the existing country and, therefore,
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not only the ideological basis, but the even the capital, even Seoul, needed to
change. That new capital was none other than Hanyang. Hanyang symbolized
a new beginning for Choson, where the history of Seoul would begin in

earnest.
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Before we talk about Choson and Hanyang in more detail, let's take a look
at some literary works that depict the situation in the late Koryd period. It is
not an exaggeration to say that the Koryd period was still "The Era of Korean
Poetry in Classical Chinese." However, just because it is 'poetry, does not
mean that it's content is limited to the expression of emotions alone. There is
a considerable amount of poetry and literature that depicts the reality of the
time. The first work we will look at is by the Sinjinsain (New Scholars). The
Sinjinsain was a faction that opposed the ruling hereditary aristocracy. As a
result, some of their poems also describe the lives of peasants.

Let's take a look at "At Posan Station" by Kim Kuk-gi. Kim Kuk-gi left
behind several poems about rural areas and the peasant class. Unable to find
immediate employment after passing the kwagd state examination, he spent
about 10 years roaming the country, observing the lives of peasants. Even
after entering government service, he frequently traveled and expressed in his
poems the reality of life he directly observed. Although his poetry collection is
not currently available, contains over 200 of his works are compiled in the
"Tonggukydjistingnam”.

"'Deep valley village / Three or four houses with planted mulberry trees

The fisherman quietly sets his fishing line / While a child idly weaves a
hunting net

Pinecones upon the hill scatter in the wind / As rain falls on flowers
blooming on the mossy walls.
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Besides tilling the fields and grinding the grains/ | envy the unhurried way
you pass the time'

"At Posan Station” depicts rustic scenes and describes the lives of peasants
therein. When reading the poem, one can feel the gentle simplicity of the
scene, and the speaker's sighs of envy towards it. The poem is a point of
intersection, depicting the dreams held by ordinary people for an unbound life
in nature amidst the chaotic political reality. However, an interesting point is
that the speaker expresses envy not for their labor, such plowing fields or
threshing rice, but for other aspects of their lives. This is characteristic of the
Sinjinsain. They are present in the lives of peasants, but they do not directly
partake in their labor. From a kind of onlooker's position, it observes the lives
of the peasants.

Let's look at another poem, this time by Yi Gyu-bo. His poetry, written in
classical Chinese characters, portrays a deeper reality compared to that of Kim
Kuk-gi. From a young age he showed exceptional literary talent, and though
he also had a record of repeatedly failing the kwagd exam, with the advent of
the military regime, he gained fame and prestige under its protection. Let's
take a look at Yi Gyu-bo's poem, "Speaking On Behalf of the Farmer

Lying face down on the wet paddy field, weeding / How can this rough
figure, covered in dirt, be that of a man?

Sons of kings and noblemen, do not despise me / For the peasants are the
source of your wealth and glory

In the verdant fields, fresh grain grows / But already the officials are out
collecting taxes

It's us peasants who work hard on the land to make them rich/ So why do
they exploit us so ruthlessly?"

In this poem, we can see how the peasant-as—narrator expresses the
emotions and anger of this class directly. This poem is impressive for the way
in which it directly expresses the peasants’ determined resistance and feelings
of anger towards reality's contradictions. However, on the other hand,
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considering Yi Gyu-bo's social status and class, it is difficult to say that he
was in the same boat as the peasants in their daily lives.

The appeal articulated in 'Speaking on Behalf of the Farmer' stays at the
level of demanding fair recognition for their function and their hard work. Of
course, while this was quite a progressive idea for the time, in observing and
acting as a representative for the peasant perspective, Yi Gyu—-bo can be said
have occupied similar position to Kim Kuk-gi.

Now that we have seen the poetry of the Shinjin Sain, why don't we take a
look at the poetry of the "Shinheung Sadaebu? The first poem we will review
is by Yi Gok. Yi Gok was the son of Yi Chasong of the Hansan region
Hyangni class. While remaining in the Won dynasty, Yi Gok held official
positions spanning across both Koryd and Won dynasties. He left behind a
saying, If you are diligent, you will become a noble person, but if you are
lazy, you will end up a lowly one. If you are diligent, you can attain wealth
and prosperity, but if you are lazy, you will end up poor’, which demonstrates
the principles of the emerging scholar-official class who, unlike the Kwonmun
Sejok (powerful families), could only enter central government on their own
abilities and efforts, For Yi Gok, the Kwonmun Sejok were inevitably an object
of criticism. Therefore, Yi Gok also left the following words: "Currently, our
country's customs judge one's abilities and wisdom based on wealth and
power, regard deference and loyalty as trivialities, and treat straightforward,
reasoned argument as if it were the ravings of the town; and so it is obvious
that the country has lost its way." Here we can note the rhetorical irony of
the strict criticism of the Kwonmun Sejok, coming from the proud and
ambitious Shinheung Sadaebu.

| will read for you now one of Yi Gok's poems entitled, "A Travel Poem
Given to a Hansu-Ch'dngju Official".

Even as | travel ten or five li on the road / The masses of officials on
horseback is a surprise

When | dismount and stand by the roadside / They pass by like shooting
stars
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Surely, | think to myself, the king is distributing blessings / bestowing
favors upon the peasant

Some say that he calculates their pleas / and exploits the poor ordinary
people

Some say that he takes the mountains for himself / dedicating it to the
land—grabbers

| will buy a mountain and leave this world / and open a lattice window to
let in the blue mountain light in

In the garden, | want to plant pine trees and bamboo. / And outside the
door, some rice

Sitting under the deep shade of the trees / Or drinking the cold, clear
spring water,

Each day | want to uncoil my delicate feelings / To not get tangled up in
the affairs of the world

But, when even a single piece of land falls into greedy hands / How can a
private abode be built anywhere?

And so to work in a busy government office/ means one cannot find peace
throughout the year."

"This poem sheds light on the contradictory social structure between the
large landowners and the tenant farmers in rural villages. The first half depicts
the tragic state of the farmers who suffer from the harsh taxes and the
appropriation of their land by the elites, while the latter half sings about the
situation where, even if one retreats from the center of power and returns to
the countryside to farm, not even a single piece of land is left, having gone
into the hands of the powerful elites. The Shinheung Sadaebu class stood at
the boundary of this contradictory social structure, in between the large
landowners and the peasant farmers. The dispossession of land by the ruling
elites became a direct threat to the small and medium-sized landowners of
the Shinheung Sadaebu. Therefore, by sympathizing with and sharing the
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farmers' miserable situation, and expressing anger at ruling elites’ abuses of
power, they established their political and scholarly position. One more thing
that needs to be noted here is that the position of the Shinheung Sadaebu
was not greatly different from that of the peasants. Therefore, because they
were more closely connected to the lives of the peasants compared to the
Shinjin Sain, they could see the world through their eyes.

The next poem well look at is "The Song of Dotolbam" by Yun Yohyong.
Yun Yohyong is a unigue figure about whom little is known, except that he
held the ninth rank position in the civil service at Songgyun'gwan. Through his
poetry, it can be surmised that he traveled around Kangwon Province and that
he stayed at a temple in Yonggwang, Cholla Province for a time, but it is only
known that he was mainly active while not in office. Despite this lack in the
historical record, Yun Yohyong's "Song of the Acorn Chestnut' is well known.
One can say that this is because it reflects the lives of peasants well. Having
directly experienced farm labor, he was able to feel the reality of peasant life
more closely than just observing them. In his statement, "Since | have no
excellent plan of benefit to the country, | throw away my books | learn from
the farmer’, we get a sense of Yun Yohyong's attitude towards life. When it
was impossible to advance as a Sadaebu official, he was able to discover the
place of a member of the small-medium land-owning class by stepping back
and learning farming, and it is here that we can note the Sinheung Sadaebu's
bureaucratic consciousness.The poem is a little lengthy, but let's read it
slowly.

Acorn chestnut, acorn chestnut, though you're not a chestnut / Who named
you thus?

Though you're more bitter than ixeris, darker than charcoal / In fighting off
hunger, you're as good as a Solomon's Seal

Rural villagers with a bundles of dry rice / Go to hunt for acorn chestnuts
when the the rooster crows

Ascending the steep cliff / They fight against the monkeys everyday, cutting
down the arrowroot vines,
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Even if they gather all day, it won't fill a basket / Their stomachs rumble as
if their legs are bound together

The weather is cold, the sun sets, and theysleep in the empty valley /
Boiling the valley's leaves in a fire made with pine twigs,

At night, their whole body is covered in frost and wet with dew / How sad
the cries of men and women

Stopping by a country house for a moment, | questioned an old farmer /
And the farmer looked at me carefully and spoke thus,

These days, powerful people take away the people's land / And create
official documents by setting the boundaries of the mountain

As a single piece of land has many owners / They collect the rice tithes
incessantly,

And when there's a bad harvest / On last year's threshing floor, only weeds
are piled

Even if | scratch my flesh and beat my bones, there is nothing there / So
how can the authorities collect their taxes?

Thousands of soldiers have fled / And only the old and frail are left protect
their empty houses, upturned like a bell

| cannot bring myself to die like in ditch / So | leave the village and climb
the mountain, to gather acorns and chestnuts’

Though unadorned and brief, these words were precise / As | listened, it
was as though my heart would tear,

You saw it, no? Just a day's food at the official's house, worth ten thousand
jeon / Five caldrons of delicious dishes spread out like stars

Even the servant is drunk, vomiting on the carriage's silkk mat/ And the
sated horse neighs loudly on its golden bit.

How could they know that all that good food/ Was blood from under the
eyes of the old country folk?"
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The first part depicts the terrible scene of men and women wandering
around the mountain to pick up acorns. Even though what are called
"dotolbam” (acorn chestnuts) are more bitter than sseumbagwi (Ixeris,
Asteraceae), the poem explains why the people go to such great effort to
collect them. The second part informs the reader, through the words of a
farmer, that the Kwonmun Sejok powerful families are dispossessing the
people’s lands, persecuting the farmers and forcing them to pay taxes. In this
scene, we are told why the people are foraging for acorns. Here, the poem
details how the elderly and the weak have been left to fend for themselves
after all the strong, young men have fled.

The third part expresses anger at the authorities. Earlier, | mentioned Yi
Gyu-bo as an example of the Shinjin Sain. Yi Gyu-bo couldnt go beyond
criticizing the unfair exploitation of the peasants and wrong perceptions held
about them by the reckless and corrupt officials. However, by setting the
Kwonmun Sejok as a class to be overthrown, and shaping this sentiment into
poetry, he achieves a material exactitude. | think this represents the difference
between the Shinjin Sain and Shinheung Sadaebu. During Yun Yohydng's era,
as the Shinheung Sadaebu class gradually consolidated into an independent
political force, they created the prospect of a new political structure. Under
this vision, the notion that the Kwonmun powerful families became the targets
to be overthrown became even more clear. In the process of recognizing the
contradictions of society, and embodying them, the Shinheung Sadaebu
inherited the Shinjin Sain's perception of the peasant class as the subject of
labor and production, but importantly, they linked their historical status and
prospects to this class.

In this way, the Shinheung Sadaebu, who emerged as a new force at the
end of the Koryd dynasty, manifested power by utilizing the Kwdnmun Sejok
as a concrete object of criticism. The appointment of General Ch'oe Yong,
along with Yi Songgye, the greatest military man of his time, cemented a
force that would lead to the collapse of Koryd and the founding of Choson. Yi
Sénggye became King Taejo of Choson and would lead this new dynasty. Due
to the significant support of the Shinheung Sadaebu in this process, Choson
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was a state with strong royal, as well as ministerial authority. Therefore,
despite being a monarchy, there was always tension and conflict between
royal and ministerial authority in the history of Choson. "Hanyang" was the
capital city of Choson and stood at the center of such tensions and conflicts.

Thus, understanding this historical background is also an important guideline
for understanding Hanyang in the early Choson period. After the founding of
Chosdn by Yi Songgye (Taejo), the strengthening of the ministerial power
centered around Chong Tojon, the Prince's Rebellion led by Yi Songgye's son,
Yi Pangwon (T'aejong), and all the events until the reign of King Sejong later
called the Sejong the Great, took place in Hanyang.
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In this session, the lecture will deal with the subject of "The Major Events
of the early Choson period and Hanyang'. When a new nation is being
established, there are many tasks to be done in addition to choosing a capital
city. Among them, the most important task is to establish the legitimacy of
the new dynasty. Choson was founded by an alliance of emerging elites
(Shinheung Sadaebu), from the small and middle-sized landowning classes,
armed with Neo-Confucian ideology, along with military factions led by Yi
Songgye. Yi Songgye established the Choson dynasty through the turnings of
the 'dynastic cycle' and the theoretical basis of this new dynastic cyclewas laid
down by the emerging Shinheung Sadaebu class of the late Koryoperiod.

These theoretical foundations were also elaborated in various literary works,
and these works were gathered together and collectively termed, "Akjang'.
Akjang refers to a kind of song of consecration that was sung during the royal
ancestral rites at the court, and contained praise for the new kingdom and
king, the aspirations of the new era and new heroes, as well as the power of
the future monarchs. You can see their appearance in works such as "Akhak
gwebeom”, "Akchang-gasa’, and 'Si-yong Hyang-ak-bo’, and it is known to
have emerged in the early days of the Choson dynasty, gaining popularity
during the reign of King Sejong and disappearing after the reign of King
Songjong.  Musically, it is known to be the origin of the Sijo, and is
characterized by a form of 4 lines with 2 verses. In terms of content, most of
them praised the founding of Choson, and the ministers of the Choson
dynasty were the main audience.

At this point, we will examine the representative works of "Yurim-ga’,
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"Sindo-ga’, and "Yongbidch'dnga". First, let's look at "Yurimga". "Yurim" refers
to the emerging Shinheung Sadaebu nobility who based their ideology on the
principles of Neo-Confucianism. Let's take a look at the modern Korean
version:

After five hundred years, the waters of the Huanghe river became clear

The wise king has raised the country up again, and all the people rejoice
together as one

After five hundred years of the Koryd dynasty, the waters of the Gisu river
became clear

The Holy King has risen the country again, and every crop grows in
abundance

A-kung—cha-rak, a—kung-cha-rak, gung—-cha-rak-a

Let's go to the Gisu to bathe, go to Muwu and enjoy the wind, and come
back singing"

The last verse is taken from a passage in the Analects of Confucius. When
Confucius asked his disciples about their intentions, all of them talked about
politics but when named Jeungsuk, replied, "I want to take off my spring
clothes and go to Gisu to take a bath with my friends and children, then go
up to Muwu and sing and come back,” Confucius praised him for this
response. Though talking about political things, it can be said that it is a song
about being content in nature in way that is disconnected from politics. The
refrain expressed as "®" in the middle not only preserves the rhythm but also
includes the meaning in Hanja. It can be considered a literary and musical
form of its own.

"Yurimga" is a song about the ideals of Yurim themselves. It strongly
reflects the expectation of achieving a peaceful administration through the
great achievement that is the establishment of the new Choson dynasty. The
ambiguous expression in the refrain indicates a pursuit of a life of "Ahn
Bin—nak—-do". "Ahn Bin—nak-do" refers to a life where one enjoys the path of a
peaceful life while living in poverty. meaning a life lived in nature without a
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desire for material wealth. Therefore, if you read the "Yurimga," it tells us that
"a life lived in the politics of reality is the life of Ahn Bin-nak-do in nature.”
The Confucianist ideals pursued by Yurim understand the world as starting in
nature, and within this is the life of Ahn Bin-nak-do, which in turn accords
with real politics — all of which indicates an era of tremendous peace. Of
course, we do not know how they actually lived, but through the "Yurimga,”
we can see how proud the Yurim people were of the Choson dynasty at that
time. This is because it says that Choson is the country where Neo—Confucian
ideals are realized.

The second Akjang work we will look at is the "Shindoga’. As the title
suggests, it is a song about the new capital city, which is none other than
Hanyang. The "Shindoga” is recognized as the work of Jeong Do-jeon.

In the old days, it was the village of Yangju
A great location for a new capital city!

Blessed king, who has bequeathed us this country, has achieved peace and
prosperity.

This is a capital, indeed! This scenic sight, truly, a capital cityll

May our king enjoy a ten thousand year—long reign, and bring joy to all the
people

Ah-eu, da-long da-li
In front, the Han River, behind, Samgaksan Mountain
Amidst this blessed, majestic land, may we enjoy eternal life."

The first and second verses give praise to the new capital. In the third
verse, the virtues of Taejo Yi Sdnggye are acclaimed. Then, in the fourth and
fifth verses, both the new capital and King Taejo's virtues are praised again.
"Ah-eu, da-long da-li" is a vestige of Korydsong, and can be considered as a
type of lingering sound. One can say that this is an indication that the song
was to be was enjoyed as music. In the sixth verse, the new capital city is
praised again, and the song ends with a tribute to the virtues of Yi Songgye.
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In highlighting the new capital's location, its status as capital, and its
geomantic characteristics, "Shindoga’ praises the new city, and its repetitive
structure also intersperses admiration for the virtues of Yi Songgye throughout
the song. In addition, in this song, the composition sets up the idea that the
founding of Choson is also the happiness of the people. We can see this in
the line, "May our king enjoy a ten thousand year-long reign, and bring joy to
all the people”. So, "Shindoga" creates the concept that the blessing of Taejo
is the legitimacy of the establishment of Choson, which is also the the
happiness of the people, as well as the as well as its natural beauty. To be
specific, Hanyang, which is where they are located, is a place of nature and a
place where the people can be happy. "Shindoga” is a song that sings about
the fullness of politics, nature, and reality through Hanyang as its main trope.

Finally, let’s look at (Yongbidch'dnga.) It is the founding myth and epic of
Choson, completed in the 27th year of the reign of Sejong, 1445,
"Yongbioch'dnga" is the first document recorded in Hunminjeongeum, and it is
also Korea's first recorded long narrative poem. The title of the song is also
meaningful. "Yongbi® means "the dragon rises," indicating the hero's rise and
prosperity. 'Och'dn" means "to meet the heavens,” emphasizing that the
outcome of adapting to the heavens led to the founding of Choson. So,
"Yongbidch'on" means the dragon to the heavens and emulates its ways, and
"Yongbidch'dnga,” then, can be seen as a song that flies up like a dragon to
fulfill the will of the heavens. The dragon symbolizes power and authority,
meaning the emperor. As it tells the story of kings being born and
establishing their country, "Yongbidch'dnga" is also called the founding myth of
Choson.

There may have existed various reasons for creating "Yongbidch'dnga,” but
the one we know of is that it was created to restore public opinion by
emphasizing the legitimacy of the establishment of Choson, and for
‘kwon'gye’= counsel for the future kings. ‘Kwon'gye’ is counsel to preemptively
prevent wrongdoings. The external motivation for creating "Yongbidch'dnga' is
known to be for promoting the use of Hunminjeongeum (the original name of
the Korean alphabet), and to grant dignity to the king.
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"Yongbioch'dnga" is quite lengthy, consisting of a total of 125 stanzas. The
first two stanzas are a narrative that clarifies the legitimacy of the
establishment of Choson. It is called "Kaeguksong” (Song of the Nation's Birth).
Then, stanzas 3 to 109 consist of the main content, praising the historical
records of the six reigns of the Choson dynasty while comparing them to the
ancient Chinese dynasties. This section is called "Sajokch'an” (Praise of
Historical Records). The six reigns refer to Mokjo, lkjo, Dojo, Hwanjo, Taejo,
and Taejong. Taejo is the founder of Choson, Yi Songgye, and Taejong is his
son, Yi Pangwon. King Sejong, who commissioned the creation of
"Yongbidch'dnga,” was the son of Yi Pangwon. Therefore, the six reigns refer
to Sejong's six ancestors, including his sixth great—grandfather. Finally, the
sections 110-125 end with kwon'gye, or counsel, for the succeeding kings.
This is known as the "Kyewanghun' section. First, shall we take a look at the
modern translation of the narrative?

"As the six dragons from the east soar, every act they perform is blessed
by heaven."

The 'six dragons’ emphasize the role played by the six generations of the
Chosdn dynasty's founding fathers. The ‘blessing from heaven" signifies that
the establishment of Choson was a divine mandate. "The deeply rooted tree
does not sway in the wind, but bears beautiful flowers and abundant fruit.
The deep well does not dry up even in a drought, and rises up and reaches
the sea by itself." The "deeply rooted tree" and the "deep well" symbolize the
eternal nature of Choson. These lines can be seen to pray for the continuity
of Chosdn which was founded according to the will of heaven and through
the commitment of the six kings.

Let's look at the third page only of the "Yongbidch'dnga" main text. The

modern translation is as follows:

"Long ago, the King of the Zhou dynasty lived in Binggok and conducted his
business there. Our ancestor lived in Kyonghiing and established his royal
duties.”

The first sentence is about China's history, and the second is about Chosdn.
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Where is Binggok? Hou Ji, the founder of the Zhou dynasty, had big
ambitions from an early age, and when he grew up and took up farming, the
people followed his example. Gongyu, the descendant of Hou Ji, who lived
near the land of Yungjok, rose up to his ancestral duty and established his
kingdom in Binggok. The situation in Choson was as follows: the first monarch
of the Choson dynasty, King Taejo, lived in Chonju. However, when he had a
falling out with his officials, he moved to Samch'dk and later to Tokwon-bu in
Hamgil-do, with about 170 followers. After making his name in the Won
dynasty, he was able to establish himself as the king in Kydnghing, he
people of the Northeast followed him too. This is the source of the legitimacy
of the Chosdn dynasty, which was established by King Taejo. It was an
attempt to gain the legitimacy of the founding of Choson, by comparing it
with Chinese history. During the medieval period, China was a dominant
power, so comparing the history of the two countries was a way to show that
Choson was no different from China.

Lastly, shall we look at chapter 1257 Let's examine the modern Korean
translation. ‘In the ancient times, a noble land was built north of the Han
River, which was predestined long before, and a dynasty was established by
heaven's will. Even if they are the descendants of a great king, they must
respect heaven and diligently serve the people to make it stronger. O kings,
please listen. When you go hunting in the field, will you only rely on the
merits of your ancestors?"

The verse "a noble land was built north of the Han River, which was
predestined long before, and a dynasty was established by heaven's will’
shows

that the current Choson is virtuous and has received the blessings of
heaven. And by saying "They must respect heaven and diligently serve the
people to make it even stronger," It reminds us of the importance of the
king's moral authority. It means to lead a thousand people continuously, one
must honor the heavens and serve the people. The saying hunting in the rain
is a Chinese proverb. It refers to the story of King Taegang who, relying
solely on the virtue of Lady Uwang, became obsessed with hunting. This story
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illustrates how a king who becomes complacent and relies solely on his
advisors can lead his country to ruin.

Thus, 'Yongbidch'donga' is fundamentally composed of passages legitimizing
the founding of the Choson dynasty and counsel for future kings. When read
in its entirety, an interesting point can be discovered. That is, it depicts Taejo
Yi Songgye as a moral giant and a guardian of justice, despite being a military
leader without a noble background. Another point emphasized in
Yongbidch'dnga' is that the new country of Choson is different from Koryd. In
the text, the Koryd kings, Uwang and Chawang, are depicted as weak and
barbaric. By idealizing the founder of the dynasty and disparaging the previous
country of Koryd, it can be seen as a strategy to elevate the status of
Choson.

‘Yongbidch'onga' is also used in modern times with a different meaning. One
of the 101 questions that high school students asked their Korean language
teacher in 2013 was: Why do we say that those who bow to authority sing
Yongbidch'dnga? This is probably because the meticulous research and writing
strategies to secure the sense of tradition, legitimacy and dutifulness of the
founding of the dynasty can be found in the "Yongbidch'dnga'. Therefore,
when talking about the "Yongbidch'dnga', there is a need to pay more
attention to why people flatter, rather than simply connecting the two.

If one thinks carefully, there are also songs with a similar character to
"Yongbioch'dnga" in modern society The so-called "konjon gayo" (healthy songs)
that emerged in the early 1980s can be seen as a unique, and coercive,
institution that the government imposed for the efficient implementation of
social purification in the bth Republic. In 1983, it was produced in an omnibus
format, together with the Korea Broadcasting Corporation, with the grand
intention of enhancing people’'s sense of ownership. We can cite the songs
"Anl Daehanminguk” by singer Chdng Su-ra and "Seoul" by singer Yi Yong as
representative examples. As we are discussing the capital city of Hanyang,
shall we take a moment to examine the lyrics of "Seoul"?

Let's plant an apple tree in Jongno
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Dream on the road and walk away

Let's plant persimmon trees in Euljiro

When the persimmons are ripe, the love is ripe
Ahl Our Seoul! Our Seoul

Every street is full of blue dreams

| will love beautiful Seoul

Let's have all kinds of birds come to every building
Listen to the chirping of the chirping of the chirping
Let's make pretty flowers bloom on the street

Like flowers, love will bloom

Ahl Our Seoul! Our Seoul

Every street is full of blue dreams

| will love beautiful Seoul

What do vyou think? Are there any similarities with Chong Tojon's
"Sindo—ga"? We can also observe that both the past and present express a
desire for peace and prosperity in connection with Hanyang/Seoul.
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If one just looks at the ‘akjang” (lyrics of Korean court music), it seems as
if the Choson state, and its capital Hanyang, as well as the king and the
literati, who were the main agents of its founding, enjoyed a historically
harmonious and peaceful atmosphere during the early Choson period. However,
the actual course of history did not flow so peacefully. One noteworthy event
in this regard was the Princes’ Revolt. In 1392, when Chosdn was established,
founder T'aejo Yi Songgye was already in his late 50s. As a result, the issue
of succession arose. Eventually, in order to eliminate Yi Pangsok and Chdng
Dojon's faction, Yi Pangwon led a rebellion. Subsequently, after King
Chdngjong's reign, Yi Pangwon ascended to the throne as King Taejong. The
Princes’ Revolt occurred in 1398, just six years after the founding of Choson.
Contrary to the peace and tranquility described in the akjang works, it is
evident that the authority of the Choson dynasty had not yet stabilized. Even
after the establishment of the new nation through a kind of dynastic cycle,
Hanyang was stained with blood. Perhaps that's why this period would later
be used as material for historical dramas.

Historical dramas, or "sagtk,” are productions, such as TV dramas, movies,
or plays, that creatively depict specific historical periods. In Korea, they
generally refer to TV historical dramas. Among these different forms of
historical dramas, traditional saguk tries to closely reproduce historical events
based on available historical materials, and as such, refrains from fictional
embellishments and modern sensibilities as much as possible. A notable
example is the drama "Tears of the Dragon." "Tears of the Dragon” was a
weekend historical drama that aired on KBS from November 24, 1996, to May
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31, 1998. The drama is set between 1388 and 1422, spanning 34 years in
total, from the late Kory0d period to the founding of Choson, with Hanyang as
the main stage. It was a monumental work that firmly established the status
of KBS dramas, with a 1 billion won budget for costume production alone and
a total production cost of 16 billion won. For this one work, the total cast
numbered 7,950 actors, and an astounding 50,000 extras were also involved.
Such a scale is larger than most movies.

In particular, "Tears of the Dragon” holds great significance as the first
historical drama to properly utilize the “Veritable Records of the Choson
Dynasty” (“Chosdn Wangjo Sillyok”). The “Veritable Records of the Choson
Dynasty” were first fully translated in 1993, but the enormity of these
volumes made them difficult to access initially. However, in 1995, the
"Veritable Records of the Choson Dynasty” were released on CD-ROM, making
it easy to search and find the sections as needed. This allowed scriptwriters
to fully utilize the “Veritable Records of the Chosdn Dynasty’ when writing
scripts for historical dramas. As a result, historical events like the Wihwado
Retreat and the Princes’ Revolt were depicted quite realistically.
Representations of the Wihwado Retreat of 1388, in which Yi Songgye, who
had set out to attack the Ming dynasty, only to return to Koryd depose King
U of Koryd and seize power, portray the ambitious aspects of Yi Songgye and
Yi Pangwon, while depictions of the Prince’s Revolt, portray human emotions
and actions, even amidst the bloody scenes.

In The Tears of the Dragon,” Taejong played a significant role, but there
was also a historical drama that focused on Yi Pangwon. Namely, Taejong Vi
Pangwon.' This, KBS's 33rd “Daeha”’ (annual major) historical drama, consisted
of a total of 32 episodes and aired from December 11, 2021, to May 1, 2022.
It featured the third king of Choson, Taejong, as the protagonist, and primarily
focused on his efforts to lay the foundations for the newly established Choson
state. The drama depicts the period from the end of Koryd, through to the
founding of Choson, and the process of Yi Pangwon ascending to the throne
after the events of the princes rebellion, eventually culminating in his death.
Although these events were already covered in The Tears of the Dragon,’ this
work can be seen as a reinterpretation from Yi Pangwon's perspective.
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If Taejong Yi Pangwdn' is a historical drama of the early Choson period
drawn from the point of view of Yi Pangwon, the historical drama ‘Chong
Dojon’” offered a different perspective. Broadcast from January 4, 2014, to
June 29, 2014, the KBS 30th “Daeha” historical drama consisted of a total of
50 episodes. Centered around Chong Dojon in his middle—age, it is set in the
turbulent period from 1374 to 1398, namely from the end of Koryd and the
last days of King Gongmin's reign, to the beginning of Choson and Chodng
Dojdon’s demise in the first Prince’s Rebellion after the conflict with Vi
Pangwon. Looking at its description, it appears to be a historical drama, but it
focuses on politics. 'Chong Dojon’ is a story of comrades who came together
to reform a turbulent world, and the conflict of opinions among them, conflicts
that would eventually lead to arguments, betrayals, and murder. Unlike Tears
of the Dragon’, which started with the split between the hardline faction
headed by Chong Dojon, following the Wiwhado Retreat and the ensuing
dethronement of King U and King Chang, and the moderate faction
represented by Chong Mong—ju, 'Chdng Dojon’ shows how close the two
forces were before splitting, and then focuses on the subsequent split, with
each faction’s attempt to differentiate itself. Depending on whose perspective
you look at history from, dramatic portrayals can vary.

There is also a drama with a completely different feel, namely 'Six Flying
Dragons’. 'Six Flying Dragons' was a special SBS historical drama celebrating
the 25th anniversary of SBS, which aired from October 5, 2015, to March 22,
2016. The idea of the project was as follows. 'Six Flying Dragons' portrays the
country of Koryd as a great evil and tells the story of six characters who rise
to destroy Koryd. The biggest feature of 'Six Flying Dragons' is that it is a
fusion historical drama, not a traditional historical drama. Originally, in the
"Yongbiochdnga,” the six dragons refer to the six founding ancestors of
Choson, but the premise of this drama is completely different. The drama
attracted the public's attention, but several problems were raised regarding its
historical authenticity. These problems were inevitable as the historical story
was told with a modern sensibility. However, the important point is that the
process of founding Choson was portrayed with a completely different sense
from previous historical dramas. One can also say that it was a work that
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showed how the early Choson period, and the space of Hanyang, could be
represented differently.
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The topic of today’s lecture is "King Sejong of the early Chosdn dynasty and
Hangul." When the Choson Dynasty was founded, there were high hopes
among the founding members, but the real history paints a different picture.
This period was such a fascinating one that many historical dramas have been
set in the early Choson era. However, the era of King Sejong, who succeeded
King T'aejong, has also been dramatically re-enacted in modern times. By the
time of King Taejong, the royal authority of Chosdn had become quite stable.
King Sejong, who ascended to the throne, is also known as a king who
brought about a brilliant culture in this stable environment.

King Sejong was the 4th king of the Choson Dynasty. His posthumous title
is Sejong, his temple name was Janghon Yongmun Yemu Insong Mydnghyo
the Great, his birth name was Yi Do, his courtesy name was Wonjong, and
his childhood name was Makdong. King Sejong was born in 1397, five years
after the founding of the Chosdon Dynasty in 1392. In a way, he could be
considered the first Choson king to be born as a Chosdn native, unlike T agjo,
Jongjong, and T'aejong, who were from Koryd. During his 32-year reign, King
Sejong left numerous achievements and is praised as the most accomplished
king not only in Choson history but also Korean history as a whole. He is one
of only two rulers with the popular title of "the Great’, alongside Gwanggaeto
the Great, and is often selected as one of the greatest figures in Korean
history, together with Admiral Yi Sunsin Chungmugong.

King Sejong's creation, "Hunminjongeum”, is now used as the official script
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in both South and North Korea. The northern border established during King
Sejong's era remains the border of the northern part of the Korean Peninsula
to this day. As such, King Sejong's reign had a significant impact on the
culture and lives of modern Koreans, making him one of Korea’s most
respected figures along with Admiral Yi Sunsin. King Sejong also had a strong
interest in science, leading to the invention of sundials, water clocks, rain
gauges, and celestial globes during his time.

Among his achievements, the most notable is undoubtedly the creation of
Hunminjongim. Hunminjongum, created in 1443, is the name of the script
developed by Sejong, which soon became synonymous with Hangul. There is
also the "Hunminjongim" document containing the preface, list of characters
and usage rules written by Sejong, and the "Hunminjongim" book which
provides a commentary. So, again, there are two versions of the
"Hunminjongiim" book: the "Hunminjongiim” which provides examples and the
“Hunminjdngim”  which ~ provides an  explanatory commentary. The
"Hunminjongim” book of examples has both a Hanmun edition and a version
translated and annotated in Korean. Shall we take a look at the records related
to the creation of Hunminjongim? The records show that the compilation of
"Yongbieocheonga" (“Songs of the Dragons Flying to Heaven”) was ordered in
1442. "Yongbieocheonga” was a work of mythological stories related to
Choson's founding and was written in Hunminjongim. Then, in 1443, the 28
characters of Hangul were finally created. It is often said that the creation of
Hunminjongim took place in 1443, specifically in December of that year.

However, not everyone welcomed the creation of Hunminjongim. Court
officials like Choi Man-ri submitted opposition petitions in 1444. Nevertheless,
King Sejong persisted, completing the book "Hunminjongim" in September
1446 and publishing several books. So, why did King Sejong think it was
necessary to create Hunminjongim? The completion of Hunminjongim signifies
the establishment of a unique writing system for the Korean language. Before
the creation of Hunminjongim, there was no choice but to use Chinese Hanja
characters, or Idu, to write in Korean, which resulted in a mismatch between
Korean expressions and written characters, limiting the ability to fully convey
one’s thoughts and feelings. During the Chosdn Dynasty, Hanja was extremely
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difficult to access for anyone other than the sadaebu (nobility), making it
nearly impossible for common people to engage in written communication. In
this context, the creation of Hunminjongim opened up the opportunity for
ordinary people to participate in literate society. This is a crucial point.

The origin of the word 'literature” lies in ‘literacy.” Literacy refers to the
ability to read and write. Only a small group of people possessed this ability.
Thus, the emergence of a writing system accessible to all people lead to
the weakening, or dispersion, of power that this small, literate group held.
Of course, that doesn't mean that Chinese characters are not used. Chinese
characters were still used in important official documents and men's
activities, and Hunminjeongeum was mainly used by low-class people and
women. The dual wuse of Chinese characters and Hunminjeongeum
continued to some extent until the 20th century, but with the emergence of
the term "Hangul," Hangeul gradually began to be used as a representative
character.

Shall we go back to the reign of King Sejong? Even after King Sejong's
ascension to the throne, when things were thought to have somewhat
stabilized in Hanyang after the founding of Choson, conflicts surrounding
the creation of Hangul were still occurring. Questions about what kind of
nation Choson should become had not converged into one idea, and in the
process, incidents related to the creation of Hunminjongim emerged, and
conflicts came to the surface of history. While King Sejong is one of the
most respected figures in Korean history, the cultural integration of that
era could only arise from such conflicts.

As a result, not only the late Koryd period and the founding of Choson, but
also the reign of King Sejong became the subject of many creative works. The
Hanyang of that era, centered around the royal palace, began to be recreated
in various dramas and movies.

Shall we start with dramas? A notable example is "Deep Rooted Tree'.
Airing from October 5, 2011, to December 22, 2011, this SBS fusion historical
drama deals with the story of King Sejong's creation of Hangul in the early
Choson period and a secret organization called Milbon opposing him. The title,
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'Deep Rooted Tree', comes from the first verse of the second chapter of
"Yongbidchdnga®, and in the drama, it means the world pursued by the secret
organization Milbon, in other words, a nation where the nobility becomes the
root.

The action of 'Deep Rooted Tree' takes place in three key historical
moments. The first is the 24th-25th year of Sejong's reign, the second is the
26th year of Sejong's reign, and the last one is the 28th year of Sejong's
reign. All of them are related to the creation of Hunminjongim. Usually, 1443
is known as the year of Hunminjongim's creation, while 1446 is known as the
year of its dissemination. The time of the creation and dissemination of
Hunminjonglm is the setting for "Deep Rooted Tree."

However, was Hunminjongim actually disseminated? In reality, considering
the 28th year of Sejong's reign, when the "Hunminjongim” commentary was
completed, as the time the new script was disseminated, rather than the 25th
year of Sejong's reign, when the new script was created, raises various
problems. In the records of the Choson Dynasty, there is not a single place
where it is mentioned that "Hunminjongim" was published and disseminated.
However, the word "gwangpo’ can be found in the official document submitted
by Choi Man-ri. The term "dissemination” used today is an expansion of the
meaning of the word "gwangpo” found in Choi Man-ri's document, in which he
opposes the use of Hunminjonglm, which was interpreted as meaning
"dissemination.” This term was established, in part, because the Choson
Language  Association formalized the  Hunminjongim  Dissemination
Commemoration Ceremony, making it difficult to avoid using the term
"dissemination.” In North Korea, the dissemination of Hangul is completely
denied, and they commemorate January of the 25th year of King Sejong's
reign as marking the creation of Hangul.

Milbon was an organization led by Chong Dojon that aimed to make Choson
a country ruled by its officials. Milbon assassinates the secret agents who
were working secretly for the creation of Hunminjonglm, secretly incites the
radical Sungkyunkwan student Pak Semydng who opposed the creation of
Hunminjongtm, and even kills Gwangpydng Daegun, King Sejong’s son, who

M2l GiMet 235t 27t 55



) ot tul

KOREA UNIVERSITY

was secretly working for the distribution of Hunminjongim. They also plot to
assassinate King Sejong during the Hunminjongim dissemination ceremony. In
a sense, Hanyang in "Deep Rooted Tree" is a space where the battle between
good and evil unfolds. On one side are the forces trying to complete the
creation of Hangul for King Sejong, and on the other, those trying to restrain
them, primarily Milbon. And behind the creation of Hangul, you can see the
clash of different ideologies: a monarchy centered on the king versus a
high-ranking official-centered state focusing on the subjects.

Shall we move on to a movie? One movie that deals with King Sejong's
creation of Hangul is "The King's Letters." "The King's Letters" is a South
Korean historical film released in July 2019. Usually, the theory that King
Sejong created Hangul himself is considered the most plausible, but The
King's Letters” is based on the theory that King Sejong collaborated with a
monk named Shinmi. Therefore, the work received a lot of criticism for being
a distortion of history. However, the point we will focus on is related to
Hanyang. The situation of Hanyang in “The King's Letters” is more serious
than in “Deep Rooted Tree”. First of all, the basic structure is the conflict
between a female character who still worships Buddhism and the male
characters who reject Buddhism. When King Sejong tries to create the Korean
alphabet, Hanyang becomes mired in chaos. It's not an exaggeration to say
that there were hardly any forces supporting King Sejong. At this time, King
Sejong meets a monk named Shinmi. From then on, a Buddhist figure who
was expelled from the court secretly enters the palace and starts creating the
Korean alphabet. As the situation in Hanyang worsens, they also proceed to
work outside of Hanyang. The composition of 'The King's Letters” brings
together Buddhism, unwelcome in Hanyang, and the creation of Hangul,
through the figure of King Sejong. After many twists and turns, the creation
of Hangul is completed, and the movie ends with the state's recognition of
Buddhism as somewhat secured.

While The Deep Rooted Tree' centered on the creation of Hangul and the
confrontation between royal authority and ministerial power, In ‘The King's
Letters', it appears that the conflict between Confucianism and Buddhism
unfolds around the creation of Hangul. And such confrontations and conflicts
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are all concentrated in Hanyang. What do you think? Although Hanyang can be
considered the precursor to modern—day Seoul, it can also be seen as a
space where, from the founding of Chosdn to the reign of King Sejong, the
conflicting desires and orientations of numerous entities have gathered.
Therefore, the so-called Sarim literati, who emerged after the 16th century,
withdrew from Hanyang, where the royal court was located, describing
Hanyang as a place where red dust rises, and moved to their residences in
the provinces. In contrast to the Sarim, who stayed in the clean and quiet
natural surroundings of the river and lake, exploring the principles of
Neo-Confucianism, Hanyang was perceived as a place where political intrigues
were rampant and the teachings of Neo—Confucianism could not be realized
politically. Hanyang became the center of a new era as the capital of Choson,
but it can be concluded that it was also recognized as a somewhat chaotic
place.

wikipedia
SBS
KMDB
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In this session, our lecture will be on the topic of “The Hanyang of Today."
Hanyang served as the capital of Choson, and its name was changed to
Gyeongseongbu during the Japanese colonial period. After liberation, it became
Seoul Metropolitan City and absorbed the surrounding Gyeonggi Province areas.
So, today's Seoul has a much larger area than Hanyang. To find traces of
Hanyang in Seoul, one should explore all the notable palaces, city walls, and
gates that formed the boundary of Hanyang. The palaces have become popular
tourist attractions for both domestic and foreign visitors, and the city walls
that preserve historical memories are used as walking paths. The Four Great
Gates have seen unique commercial districts form around them, continuing to
the present day.

First of all, when we talk about Hanyang in the present day, it usually refers
to the area within the Four Great Gates, which can be called Seoul Hanyang
Fortress. Seoul Hanyang Fortress refers to the area located within the
Dongdaemun, Seodaemun, Namdaemun, and Bukdaemun gates, It is also
called “Sadaemun An” (the area within the Four Great Gates). Taejo Vi
Songgye founded Choson and built the fortress to defend the palaces and the
city. We can explore the Hanyang of today through this fortress.

Shall we take a look at the outskirts of Hanyang? It was once called the
Seoul City Wall. This place is known to be excellent for walking around
downtown Seoul. In the past, walking along the Hanyang Fortress and
appreciating the surrounding landscape was called the “sunsong noli’
("wandering the circuit around the fortress”) and it was one of the leisure
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activities of the people of Hansongbu during the Chosdn Dynasty. So it is also
called the Hanyang Fortress Circuit Trail. The number of people visiting this
place is increasing, and it is establishing itself as a notable tourist course. For
a little fun, there are stamps near each of the gates, And if you stamp all the
gates on the stamp tour paper, you will receive a completion commemorative
badge.

First is the Inwangsan section. The view of downtown Seoul from
Inwangsan is as shown in the photo. The Inwangsan section is the path from
the ruins of Donuimun Gate to the summit of Inwangsan and Changui Gate.
On the way, the trail starts by passing through the Hong Nanpa House and
crossing the top of Sajik Tunnel. When climbing the mountain using the outer
circuit trail, you can enter the inner circuit trail as you approach the summit of
Inwangsan. People also plan their visit to the Inwangsan section around sunset
to see the night view of downtown Seoul.

Next is the Baekak section. This is the circuit section from Changui Gate to
Hyehwa Gate, characterized by passing through Bukaksan. You can see not
only Bukaksan and Chongundae, but also the beautiful scenery within the Four
Great Gates of Seoul from most parts of the section. Since it hasn't been
open for a long time, the trees are quite overgrown, and the circuit trail
between Changui Gate Information Center and Malbawi Information Center has
limited visiting hours and access. In 1968, this route was infiltrated by Kim
Shinjo and his party, making it a place of national security importance, which
led to these restrictions. This area, which was off-limits to civilians for 40
years after the incident, opened in April 2007. Access is only possible through
the information centers at both ends. By showing your ID and filling out an
application form, they lend you a pass, which you return when you exit
through the opposite information center. From April 5, 2019, the visiting hours
were extended, and at the same time, the visiting procedure was simplified,
so they lend you a pass directly without the identity verification process.

You can enter the Naksan section directly by crossing Changgyeonggung-ro,
which passes next to Hyehwa Gate. The Hanyang Fortress Wall section with
the gentlest slope and a cafe in the middle is popular among both locals and
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foreigners. The lighting that lights up the long fortress wall creates a unique
and romantic atmosphere. From the top of Naksan Park, you can enjoy a
stunning view of the cityscape. After passing through Ammun, you can enter
lhwa Mural Village through the inner wall path, and if you continue to follow
the wall path south, you can reach Hanyang Fortress Museum, Seoul City Wall
Park, and Dongdaemun.

The Heunginjimun section features Heunginjimun, also known as
Dongdaemun. Dongdaemun connects to lgansumun, the site of the former
Dongdaemun Stadium where the DDP was built, and Gwanghuimun. Main
roads and tram lines were put in place during the Japanese colonial period,
making this one of the most damaged areas in the Hanyang Fortress along
with - Sungnyemun-Jungdong. Dongdaemun DDP, a convention center and
shopping mall, is one of Seoul's landmarks and is located in Jung-gu, Seoul.
Designed by British architect Zaha Hadid, it became a hot topic. After the
demolition of Dongdaemun Stadium in 2007, it was built as part of the
development policy for the stadium site. Construction started in 2008, and it
opened six years later in March 2014. The complex is divided into four major
sections: the Learning Center, Living Center, Meeting Plaza, and Dongdaemun
History & Culture Park.

Originally, Dongdaemun Market was more famous than Dongdaemun DDP.
The first modern market in Korea, Dongdaemun Market is known as one of
Seoul's two major markets along with Namdaemun Market. In the 1990s, it
evolved into a modern, complex market with numerous fashion shopping
centers along Dongdaemun Street. On May 23, 2002, it was designated as
Dongdaemun Fashion Town Special Tourism Zone, and the market was
renamed Dongdaemun Fashion Town. It is also famous for being a place
where lights never go out, from dawn until late at night.

The Namsan section refers to the area from Jangchung Gymnasium to
Baekbeom Plaza, where there are several scenic viewpoints. Starting from
Gwanghuimun, the section goes through Seoul Shilla Hotel, the National
Theater, Namsan Seoul Tower, Ahn Jung-geun Memorial Hall, Baekbeom
Plaza, Seoul Hilton Hotel, and finally to Sungnyemun. Namsan has the N Seoul
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Tower, so on a clear day, you can enjoy a panoramic view of Hanyang
Fortress from the tower's observatory. Sungnyemun, also known as
Namdaemun, is designated as National Treasure No. 1 of South Korea,
meaning it was the first to be designated. On February 10, 2008, a massive
fire broke out due to arson, causing the gate to partially collapse. Fortunately,
the restoration was completed in 2013, and it remains a representative symbol
of Seoul.

Today, within the four main gates, the Five Grand Palaces of Choson still
remain:  Gyeongbokgung, Changdeokgung, Changgyeonggung, Gyeonghuigung,
and Deoksugung, also known as Gyeongungung. These are collectively called
the Five Grand Palaces of Choson. The National Folk Museum is located within
the grounds of Gyeongbokgung, and nearby are the National Museum of
Modern and Contemporary Art, Seoul Museum of Craft Art, Gwanghwamun
Plaza, and the National Museum of Korean History. There are many spaces
where you can experience both the past and present of Seoul, making it a
popular destination for tourists. In addition, there is Jongmyo, which houses
the ancestral tablets of the kings, queens, and posthumously honored kings
and queens of the Choson Dynasty. The ancestral rites of Jongmyo Jerye, or
Jongmyo Daeje, are still performed here to this day. The area near Jongmyo
has many spaces where you can enjoy the diverse culture of Jongno, making
it a popular area for people to visit.

In this way, Hanyang was the capital of Choson and the predecessor of
today's Seoul. Although its scope has changed significantly, traces of Hanyang
can still be found while walking through Seoul. As you walk along Hanyang
Fortress Wall Trail, looking inside and outside Hanyang, you will be able to
see where modern Seoul and the old Choson Hanyang coexist, in an image of
an ancient future.
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